Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630
www.holycrosscypress.com
(714) 527-7225
3rd SUNDAY IN ADVENT

DECEMBER 12, 2021

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
PRELUDE:
WELCOME:
OPENING HYMN:

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”
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CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION:
Leader:

Behold the days are coming, says the Lord,
when He will raise up for David a righteous branch.

People:

This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord is our righteousness.

Leader:

He shall reign as a king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.

People:

This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord is our righteousness.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Leader:

This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord is our righteousness. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

Blessed is He who has come to us in the name of the Lord.
Let us go to Him in confession and repentance.

People:

Almighty God come to us in Christ,
Almighty God whose coming we await, we confess our sin to You.
Too often we find our sense of self in the things of this world:
possessions, positions and performance.
Too often we forget
that our identity is nothing less than Your beloved child
and so occasionally, we fail to trust that Your good news is for us
and thus, we occasionally turn away from Your love.
Too often we falter in loving You with all we are and have,
and too often we falter in loving neighbor as self.
Forgive us for the sake of He who has come to us in Your name,
He whose Advent we await, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader:

You are highly favored,
for God is with you and has come to you in His Son.
For His sake your sins are forgiven!
In Him you are a child of the most high, a recipient of an eternal promise,
on you He has bestowed His grace!
Go now to prepare the way of the Lord. Amen.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH PRAYER:
Leader:

We praise You, O God of Light, for this circle of light
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent among us.

People:

Kindle within us the fire of Your Spirit
and shine in the darkest places through our lives and love
that many more might join us
and welcome the coming Christ as His day draws near. Amen.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Zephaniah 3:14–20

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has
cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall
never again fear evil. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not
your hands grow weak. The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over
you with loud singing. I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you
will no longer suffer reproach. Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you
together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord. – ESV®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. – ESV®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 7:18-28
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his
disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall
we look for another?” And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist
has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?’” In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits,
and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered them, “Go and tell
John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached
to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then
did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in
splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. What then did you go out to see?
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least
in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” – ESV®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN:

“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”
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SERMON:
HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
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APOSTLE’S CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THE BLESSING:
Leader:

He who has come and is coming again
fill you with all hope and love, joy and peace by the power of the Spirit,
through Jesus for whom we wait. He is near.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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CLOSING HYMN:

“The King shall Come When Morning Dawns”

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Mark Siegert
Scripture Reader: Ashlyn Bowman
Usher: Dave Cole and Les Friend

LSB 348

Pianist/Organist: Ken Culley
Powerpoint Operator: Jean Stone

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425
“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” LSB 350 (verses 1-4) Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LSB 352 (verses 1, 2, 5 & 6) Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LSB 347 (verses 1-4) Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)
“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” LSB 348 (verses 1-5) Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO & AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you enter an area where
photography, video and audio recording may occur. Refer to posted signage dated 2021.

We ask that as we return to a new normal,
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.
Facemasks are recommended in accordance with local, county & state guidelines.

Remember to pick-up your 2022 offering envelopes today!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
“Let us walk in the light of the Lord.” Isaiah 2:5
You’re invited to a one-of-a-kind nativity experience on
Thursday (December 16) at 6:30, 7:00 & 7:30 pm
Bethany’s middle school students invite you to a walk-through
outdoor Christmas nativity experience. Every middle school student will have a role in this
wonderful Advent event. Guests can choose the start time that works best for them. NOTE:
Some guests hoping for 6:30 pm start time might be in a 6:45 or 7:00 pm group to accommodate
the number of guests present. You may have to wait for the next group to start.
This is an outdoor event where guests will be led to each station.
Wear walking shoes as the stations are through-out the entire Bethany campus.

Special Worship Services at St. John’s Lutheran Church of Orange
(154 South Shaffer Street, Orange)

Advent Candlelight Service (Dec 15 at 7pm) – Jubilate Choir and Kantate Choir
Christmas Eve Services





German Christmas Eve Service (3pm) – German Choir and Organ (Sermon in English)
Contemporary Christmas Eve (4pm & 6pm) – Praise Band with Holy Communion
Family Christmas Service (5pm) – Soloists and Vocal Ensemble
Candlelight Communion Services (7pm & 9pm) – Jubilate Choir, Cathedral Bells & Instruments

Christmas Day Service (9am)
If you want to participate in beautifying our church for Christmas, please
complete and submit the Poinsetta Sign-Up form.
The forms with envelopes are in the Narthex. Cost is $10
You can pick-up the poinsettia after the Sunday morning Worship Service
on December 26th. Poinsettias which are not picked up will be used to
provide flowers for our sick and shut-ins.
While COVID wiped out the 2021 Tournament of Roses Parade, the parade is
back. And that means Petal Pushers are needed again. The Petal Pushers help
decorate many floats for the parade each year and their volunteer work help
to defray the cost of the Lutheran Hour Float that has participated in the
parade for many years. This year Bethany Lutheran has a prime decorating
slot, but we need your help. We have 20 spaces for the day shift (8:00 AM to
4:00 PM) on Thursday December 30th. All volunteers must be 13 years old to participate and
must wear a Petal Pushers sweatshirt (from any year). Pastor Seth has some sweatshirts that you
can borrow or you can buy one online (before December 15th) or on site the morning of our
shift. Fill out this form to reserve your spot: https://forms.gle/LBcBbVUVSLFbSiZL9. More
information will be sent via email to all who register closer to the date.
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CHRISTMAS SEASON WORSHIP SERVICES
We will have plenty of opportunity to
“Come and Adore Him, Christ the Lord” in worship over this Christmastide.

Advent Joy - Worship Services of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 12th at 8:00 and 9:30 AM at Bethany Lutheran Church
Featuring Bethany's Music Ministry Ensembles & School Choirs
Advent In-Person Worship Services
Wednesday's December 15th and 22nd at 12:15 PM
December 15th will be at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
December 22nd will be at Bethany Lutheran Church
ONLINE Advent Zoom Gatherings
December 15 & 22 at 7:00 PM each Wednesday in Advent
Link to the Online Zoom Gathering is: https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021
Password: Jesus!
Christmas Eve Worship Services
Friday, December 24th
Family Services at 1:00 and 3:00* PM at Bethany Lutheran Church
Candle Lighting Worship Service at 7:00 PM at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Holy Communion at 11:00* PM at Bethany Lutheran Church
(*The 3:00 and 11:00 pm Services will be streamed.)
Christmas Day Festival Service with Holy Communion
Saturday, December 25th at 9:30 AM at Bethany Lutheran Church
1st Sunday after Christmas Services
Sunday, December 26th
Bethany Lutheran Church at 9:30 AM ONLY
The Gathering at 10:00 AM and Holy Cross Lutheran Church at 11:00 AM
(There will be no streamed services on Sunday, December 26th).
There is NO New Year’s Eve Worship Service this year.
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
- This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church Today

12/12

9:45 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
10:00 am - Noon
5:30 pm
12:15 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Monday
Tuesday

12/13
12/14

Wednesday

12/15

Thursday

12/16

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

12/17
12/18 8:00 am
12/19 9:45 am
11:00 am

Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service
Boy Scouts
LWML/MAC and Food Pantry
BOD Quarterly Meeting
Midweek Advent Worship Service (at Holy Cross)
Online Zoom Advent Worship Gathering
Salam Ministries
Boy Scouts OA (every 3rd Thursday)
Men's Bible Study
Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service with HC

Pray for healing and recovery for those
who have recently been injured,
had or are going to have surgery, been hospitalized
or are suffering from a medical condition, including.
Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays this week.

Stop by the the Youth Room today or next Sunday
(before and after Worship Service) to see some of the
handmade Christmas items made by the
Ladies of our Tuesday Morning Fellowship Group.
Great for Christmas gifts, decorations & stocking stuffers.
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