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SUNDAY IN ADVENT                                                              DECEMBER 5, 2021 
 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

PRELUDE: 
 

WELCOME: 
 

OPENING HYMN:              “Come, Thou Fount  of Every Blessing”               LSB 686 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION:   
 

Leader:   Behold the days are coming, says the Lord,  

  when He will raise up for David a righteous branch. 
 

People:   This is the name by which He will be called:  

  The Lord is our righteousness. 
 

Leader:   He shall reign as a king and deal wisely,  

  and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
 

People:   This is the name by which He will be called:   

  The Lord is our righteousness.   

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  
 

Leader:   This is the name by which He will be called:  

  The Lord is our righteousness.  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   
 

Leader:   Blessed is He who has come to us in the name of the Lord.   

Let us go to Him in confession and repentance.   
 

People:   Almighty God come to us in Christ,  

Almighty God whose coming we await, we confess our sin to You. 

Too often we find our sense of self in the things of this world:  

possessions, positions and performance.   

Too often we forget  

that our identity is nothing less than Your beloved child  

and so occasionally, we fail to trust that Your good news is for us  

and thus, we occasionally turn away from Your love. 

Too often we falter in loving You with all we are and have,  

and too often we falter in loving neighbor as self. 

Forgive us for the sake of He who has come to us in Your name,  

He whose Advent we await, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Leader:   You are highly favored,  

for God is with you and has come to you in His Son. 

For His sake your sins are forgiven!   

In Him you are a child of the most high, a recipient of an eternal promise, 

on you He has bestowed His grace!   

Go now to prepare the way of the Lord.  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH PRAYER: 
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Leader:   We praise You, O God of Light, for this circle of light  

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent among us. 
 

People:   Kindle within us the fire of Your Spirit  

and shine in the darkest places through our lives and love  

that many more might join us  

and welcome the coming Christ as His day draws near.  Amen.  
 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Malachi 3:1-4 

“I’m going to send my messenger, and he will clear the way ahead of me.  Then the 

Lord you are looking for will suddenly come to his temple.  The messenger of the 

promise  will come.  He is the one you want,” says the LORD of Armies. 
 

But who will be able to endure the day he comes?  Who will be able to survive on the day 

he appears?  He is like a purifying fire and like a cleansing soap.  He will act like a 

refiner and a purifier of silver.  He will purify Levi’s sons and refine them like gold and 

silver.  Then they will bring acceptable offerings to the LORD.  The offerings from Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the past, as in years long ago.   –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God for all the memories I have of you.  Every time I pray for all of you, I do 

it with joy.  I can do this because of the partnership we’ve had with you in the Good 

News from the first day you believed until now.  I’m convinced that God, who began this 

good work in you, will carry it through to completion on the day of Christ Jesus.  You 

have a special place in my heart.  So it’s right for me to think this way about all of you. 

All of you are my partners.  Together we share God’s favor, whether I’m in prison or 

defending and confirming the truth of the Good News.  God is my witness that, with all 

the compassion of Christ Jesus, I long to see every one of you. 
 

I pray that your love will keep on growing because of your knowledge and insight.  That 

way you will be able to determine what is best and be pure and blameless until the day of 

Christ.  Jesus Christ will fill your lives with everything that God’s approval produces. 

Your lives will then bring glory and praise to God.  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Luke 3:1-14 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of 

Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 

the prophet, 

 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

 and the rough places shall become level ways, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with 

repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For 

I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the 

axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire.” 

 

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever 

has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do 

likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall 

we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers 

also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money 

from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” –  ESV® 
 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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SERMON HYMN:              “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                 LSB 341 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON:   “Serve Passionately: Vocation”   

                       Text:  Luke 3:1-14 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:               “Prepare the Royal Highway”                         LSB 343 
 

 

 

 

 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

          He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

          He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

          He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

          He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

          the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

OFFERING:   
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

      Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 
 

+    The Service of Holy Communion    + 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord 

gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 

desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet 

prayer.  For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before 

and after the reception of communion.  Or simply pray,   

 

Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to 

eat and drink Your holy body and blood an You Yourself have promised to give 

in this sacrament of Your altar.  Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal 

of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness of Your love, through this Your 

meal of love.  Strengthen my faith, through this meal of Yours that calls for and 

bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this Your meal that 

promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has received 

You and Your gifts.   

 

PREFACE: 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
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Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
 

Leader: Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

People: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION: 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER:   

 
+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

THE BLESSING:    
 
 

Leader:   He who has come and is coming again  

fill you with all hope and love, joy and peace by the power of the Spirit, 

through Jesus for whom we wait.  He is near. 
 

People:   Thanks be to God.   
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CLOSING HYMN:                        “Hark the Glad Sound”                                LSB 349 
 

 

 

 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
Preacher: Pastor Kyle Blake  Bible Study Leader: Pastor Seth Moorman 

Communion Servant: Dave Cole  Pianist/Organist: Ken Culley   

Scripture Reader: Haley Ellis   Powerpoint Operator: Don Plog  

Usher: Les Friend, Mark and Liz Ruhl 
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:   

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 
 

 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LSB 686  (verses 1-4) Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*) 

 

 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341 (verses 1-4) Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*) 

 

 “Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343 (verses 1-4)  

Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Created by LSB (*) 
 

 “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349 (verses 1-4) Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*) 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO & AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER 

When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you enter an area where 

photography, video and audio recording may occur.  Refer to posted signage dated 2021. 
 

We ask that as we return to a new normal,  
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.  

Facemasks are recommended in accordance with local, county & state guidelines. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Take some time this week with family, friends or on 

your own, to have some couch conversations about 

our text for worship:  

Luke 3:1-6  "Serve Passionately in Vocation" 

John the Baptist was born in a particular time, in a 

particular place, for a particular purpose.  His job, 

or vocation, was to prepare the way for the arrival 

of Jesus the Messiah.  He preached about 

repentance, that is turning back to God.  His work was important so that people would be 

ready to see Jesus.  You have also been born in a particular time, in a particular place, for 

a particular purpose. 

 Share what you think your purpose in life is? 

 How can you prepare the way for Jesus, and serve others in your vocation? 

 How does the season of advent prepare us to serve others? 

 

HYMN SING 
 

 

On Sunday, December 5
th

, please join Blake Flattley for 

an evening of acoustic music for Advent and Christmas in 

the Sanctuary as we celebrate the release of new music 

from 1517 Music (1517.org/music).  
 

Coffee, hot chocolate, and desserts will be served 

starting at 6:30 PM in the courtyard and the music 

will begin at 7:00 PM.   
 

All are welcome and the event is free. 

 

 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL FOR 2022  
 

Looking for a daily devotional for 2022?  You are invited to 

join Pastor Seth and others in reading through The Mockingbird 

Devotional—Good News for Today (and Every Day) next year.  

Pastor Seth and others will post some of their thoughts about 

the readings every day in a special Facebook Group.  If you 

want to be added to Facebook group, please email Pastor Seth 

(smoorman@bethanylutheran.org).  You can pick up your copy 

of the book on Amazon or at www.mbird.com.    

http://1517.org/music
mailto:smoorman@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.mbird.com/
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“Let us walk in the light of the Lord.” ~ Isaiah 2:5 

 
You’re invited to a one-of-a-kind nativity experience on 

Thursday, December 16, 2021 at 6:30, 7:00 and 7:30 PM.  
 

Bethany’s middle school students invite you to a walk-through outdoor Christmas nativity 

experience on Bethany’s campus.  Every middle school student will have a role in this wonderful 

Advent event.  Guests can choose the start time that works best for them. 
 

***PLEASE NOTE that some guests hoping for 6:30 PM start time might be in a 6:45 or 7:00 

PM group, if needed to accommodate the number of guests present.  In other words, you may 

have to wait for the next group to start. 
 

This is an outdoor event where guests will be led to each station. 

Wear walking shoes as the stations are through-out the entire Bethany campus. 
 

 
 

 

Special Worship Services at St. John’s Lutheran Church of Orange 
(154 South Shaffer Street, Orange) 

 

 The Sounds of Christmas Concert (Dec 10 at 7:30pm & Dec 11 at 2pm and 5pm) – 

Jubilate Choir, Festival Orchestra & Cathedral Bells. 

 Advent Candlelight Service (Dec 15 at 7pm) – Jubilate Choir and Kantate Choir 

 
 

Poinsettia Sign-Up 
 

If you want to participate in beautifying our church for 

Christmas, please complete and submit the Poinsetta Sign-

Up form.  The forms with envelopes are in the Narthex. 

 

Cost is $10 

You can pick-up the poinsettia after the Sunday morning 

Worship Service on December 26th.  Poinsettias which are 

not picked up will be used to provide flowers for our sick 

and shut-ins.
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CHRISTMAS SEASON WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

We will have plenty of opportunity to  

“Come and Adore Him, Christ the Lord” in worship over this Christmastide. 
 

 
 

Advent Joy - Worship Services of Lessons and Carols 

 Sunday, December 12
th

 at 8:00 and 9:30 AM at Bethany Lutheran Church 

Featuring Bethany's Music Ministry Ensembles & School Choirs 
 

Advent In-Person Worship Services 

Wednesday's December 8
th

, 15
th

 and 22
nd

 at 12:15 PM 

December 15
th

 will be at Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

December 8
th

 and 22
nd

 will be at Bethany Lutheran Church 
 

ONLINE Advent Zoom Gatherings 
December 8, 15 & 22 at 7:00 PM each Wednesday in Advent   

Link to the Online Zoom Gathering is: https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021  

Password: Jesus! 
 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Friday, December 24
th 

 

Family Services at 1:00 and 3:00 PM at Bethany Lutheran Church 

Candle Lighting Worship Service at 7:00 PM at Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Worship Service with Holy Communion at 11:00 PM at Bethany Lutheran Church 
 

Christmas Day Festival Service with Holy Communion 

Saturday, December 25
th

 at 9:30 AM at Bethany Lutheran Church 
 

1
st
 Sunday after Christmas Services 

Sunday, December 26
th

  

Bethany Lutheran Church at 9:30 AM ONLY 

The Gathering at 10:00 AM and Holy Cross Lutheran Church at 11:00 AM 
 

There is NO New Year’s Eve Worship Service this year. 

 

https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021
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Prayer for Lighting of your Advent Wreath at Home  
O Living God and Life Giving Spirit, we praise for our evergreen crowns, 

which mark the days of preparation for Christ’s Advent among us.   
 

As we light the candles on our wreaths this season we pray that You 

would:  rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when 

He comes; and prepare us O Spirit of God, to welcome Him with Joy  

   even as He has welcomed us.   
 

Kindle O Lord the fire of Your love within us that our lives might ever be a light shining in 

darkness that points to You.   
 

May Your passionate service burn within us that we would serve friends, neighbors and strangers 

alike, even as You have served us.   
 

And finally Eternal God, may our Advent wreaths serve as proverbial wheels of time, not only 

directing us to that day of Your return but reminding us that You are ever here, so open our eyes 

we pray to see Your presence in this world, even in the smallest and lowliest of forms.  Amen.    

 
MID-WEEK ADVENT GATHERINGS: GOD WITH US! 

The stories of Advent are stories for hard times. Jesus was born amid upheaval and historical 

change and among people who seemed powerless. But when the world feels hopeless, Advent 

reminds us God is with us.   
  

In chaos, God is with us. In suffering, God is with us. 

In uncertainty, God is with us. In whatever our family endures, God is with us. 
 

T his Advent during our midweek online gatherings we will explore the ways in which 

Emmanuel, God-with-us, brings hope, peace, joy, and love to our homes and communities, 

especially during hard times. We pray that our time together will center your thoughts on the 

ever-present hope that sees us through change and challenge. Each week we will explore how the 

good news of God-with-us changes our perspective and gives us courage for each day and that we 

can rejoice in Jesus’ birth because God is with us!   
  

We hope that after our time together, you and your household will share in conversation about 

how God is with us at all times, even when things are not okay.  There are also options to spend 

some time doing an activity or engaging in some artwork to help you focus on the theme for each 

night.  Instructions and a supply list for each week’s activities can be downloaded from our 

website.   
  

The Zoom room will open each week at 6:45 PM for you to engage with one another in 

conversation and our order of service will begin at 7 PM.  If you have a home Advent wreath, we 

invite you to have it ready to go each week.   

 

Please join us each Wednesday in Advent (December 8, 15 & 22). 

Link to the Online Zoom Gathering is:  https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021    Password: Jesus! 

https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021


 14 

Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) 

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 
 

   - This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church - 
 

Today            12/5 

 

9:45 am Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study  

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service with HC 

6:30 pm  

7:00 pm (music begins) 

Hymn Sing at Bethany with coffee, cocoa & dessert 

Monday 12/6 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm Boy Scouts 

Tuesday 12/7 10:00 am - Noon LWML/MAC and Food Pantry  

5:30 pm Leadership Board Meeting 

Wednesday 12/8 12:15 pm Midweek Advent Worship Service (at Bethany) 

7:00 pm Online Zoom Advent Worship Gathering 

Thursday         12/9 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Salam Ministries 

Friday 12/10   

Saturday 12/11 8:00 am Men's Bible Study   

Sunday            12/12 

 

8:00 am & 9:30 am Worship Service of Lessons & Carols at Bethany 

9:45 am Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 
 

Pray for healing and recovery for those  
who have recently been injured,  

had or are going to have surgery, been hospitalized 
or are suffering from a medical condition, including:  

___________                                             
 

 

Judy Raithel  Sandy Evans  Phil Bright  Grace Hennings 

Tom Brott  Dieter Trost  Dave Giese  Janelle Popken 

Andrew (Lenor Chunko's great grandson) Bruce Fleming (the Bowman's grandfather) 

Jana ten Pas (Will Morrison's neice)  Shirley Ritch (Jean Stone's sister) 

Keira (Michelle Baker's relative)  Christine Rossi's mother  Carmen 
___________                                             

 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays this month! 

  
Today, you can pick-up the new 

Portals of Prayer (Jan–Mar 2022) and 
  Our Daily Bread. 

 

 


