Holy Cross Lutheran Church
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www.holycrosscypress.com
(714) 527-7225
1st SUNDAY IN ADVENT

NOVEMBER 28, 2021

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
PRELUDE:
WELCOME:
“The Advent of Our King”

OPENING HYMN:
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Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.
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All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.
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CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader:

This is the day which the Lord has made;

People:

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Leader:

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

People:

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Leader:

Out of Zion God shines forth.

People:

Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.

Leader:

Prepare the way of the Lord.

People:

Make straight His paths.

Leader:

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.

People:

Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Leader:

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed
by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,
forgive me my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

People:

The almighty and merciful Lord grants you pardon,
forgiveness and remission of all your sins. Amen.

People:

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault,
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,
forgive me my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

Leader:

The almighty and merciful Lord grants you pardon,
forgiveness and remission of all your sins. Amen.
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+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
RESPONSORY:
Leader:

Behold the days are coming, says the Lord,
when He will raise up for David a righteous branch.

People:

This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord is our righteousness.

Leader:

He shall reign as a king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.

People:

This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord is our righteousness.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Leader:

This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord is our righteousness. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: “Jesus Coming Light”

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will keep the promise that I made to
Israel and Judah. In those days and at that time, I will cause a righteous branch to spring
up for David. He will do what is fair and right in the land. In those days Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will live securely. Jerusalem will be called The LORD Our
Righteousness. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

We

can never thank God enough for all the joy you give us as we rejoice in God’s
presence. We pray very hard night and day that we may see you again so that we can
supply whatever you still need for your faith. We pray that God our Father and the Lord
Jesus will guide us to you. We also pray that the Lord will greatly increase your love for
each other and for everyone else, just as we love you. Then he will strengthen you to be
holy. Then you will be blameless in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord
Jesus comes with all God’s holy people. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36

“Miraculous signs will occur in the sun, moon, and stars.

The nations of the earth will
be deeply troubled and confused because of the roaring and tossing of the sea. People
will faint as they fearfully wait for what will happen to the world. Indeed, the powers of
the universe will be shaken.
“Then people will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
“When these things begin to happen, stand with confidence! The time when you will be
set free is near.”
Then Jesus used this story as an illustration. “Look at the fig tree or any other tree. As
soon as leaves grow on them, you know without being told that summer is near. In the
same way, when you see these things happen, you know that God’s kingdom is near.
“I can guarantee this truth: This generation will not disappear until all this takes place.
The earth and the heavens will disappear, but my words will never disappear.
“Make sure that you don’t become drunk, hung over, and worried about life. Then that
day could suddenly catch you by surprise like a trap that catches a bird. That day will
surprise all people who live on the earth. Be alert at all times. Pray so that you have the
power to escape everything that is about to happen and to stand in front of the Son of
Man.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON HYMN:

“Once He Came in Blessing”

SERMON:
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HYMN OF THE DAY:

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”

LSB 334

NICENE CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
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he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
PRAYERS:
Leader:

For all the gifts that God has given,

People:

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

For the sins Christ has forgiven,

People:

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

For all the Spirit’s faithful guiding,

People:

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

For faith and hope and love abiding,

People:

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

For the family of faith in which we are residing,

People:

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

For all our triune God’s providing,

People:

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

Remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THE BLESSING:
Leader:

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,

People:

His steadfast love endures forever!

Leader:

Every good and perfect gift comes from the LORD,

People:

His steadfast love endures forever!

Leader:

His steadfast love endures forever,

People:

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN:

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Mark Siegert
Pianist/Organist: Ken Culley
Powerpoint Operator: Richard Staley

Elder: Mark Ruhl
Scripture Reader: Les Friend
Usher: Les Friend

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425
“The Advent of Our King” LSB 331 (verses 1-4)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)
“Once He Came in Blessing” LSB 333 (verses 1-4
Text & Tune: Public domain. Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Created by LSB (*)
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334 (verses 1-3 and 6)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)
“Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332 (verses 1, 6-8)
Text (st. 1) & Tune: Public domain. Text (sts. 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia
Publishing House. Created by LSB (*)

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO & AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you enter an area where
photography, video and audio recording may occur. Refer to posted signage dated 2021.

We ask that as we return to a new normal,
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.
Facemasks are recommended in accordance with local, county & state guidelines.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Take some time this week with family, friends or on
your own, to have some couch conversations about
our text for worship:
Luke 21:25-36 - Advent 1-Hope
The season of Advent is a time of hopeful
expectation of the return of Christ even as we
prepare to celebrate His first Advent among us at
Christmas. Today’s Gospel lesson focuses on the
expected return and gives some of the signs to look for. This may sound frightening but
it is indeed a message of hope. The first candle we light today on the Advent wreath
reminds us of this hope that Christ will return.
 Share about a time you felt hopeless. How did things turn out?
 What are some things that give you hope?
 How can hope help get you through hard times?

Friday, December 3rd, 6:00pm
(Cost: $15 includes dinner & entertainment)
Tony Odell Rogers will be performing his energetic
show again this year, followed by a sing along of
Christmas Carols and a reading of the Christmas Story.
This is a great opportunity for you to invite your friends
and neighbors to fellowship here at Holy Cross.
See Betty Koester or Dave Cole to make your reservations.
We will be collecting Toys for children in need.
Bring a gift for the gift exchange a $10 value.
Something NEW this Year: Come early and shop our Christmas boutique for those
gifts and stocking stuffers. OPENS AT 5:00 pm
Come see some of the handmade Christmas items
made by the Ladies of our Tuesday Morning
Fellowship Group. Christmas gifts, decorations
and stocking stuffers. You may shop early before
the Christmas Fellowship on December 3rd
doors will open at 5PM, or come on Saturday
morning December 4th (9AM – 1PM).
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CHRISTMAS SEASON WORSHIP SERVICES
We will have plenty of opportunity to
“Come and Adore Him, Christ the Lord” in worship over this Christmastide.

Advent Joy - Worship Services of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 12th at 8:00 and 9:30 AM at Bethany Lutheran Church
Featuring Bethany's Music Ministry Ensembles & School Choirs
Advent In-Person Worship Services
Wednesday's December 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd at 12:15 PM
December 1st and 15th will be at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
December 8th and 22nd will be at Bethany Lutheran Church
ONLINE Advent Zoom Gatherings
December 1, 8, 15 & 22 at 7:00 PM each Wednesday in Advent
Link to the Online Zoom Gathering is: https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021
Password: Jesus!
Christmas Eve Worship Services
Friday, December 24th
Family Services at 1:00 and 3:00 PM at Bethany Lutheran Church
Candle Lighting Worship Service at 7:00 PM at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Holy Communion at 11:00 PM at Bethany Lutheran Church
Christmas Day Festival Service with Holy Communion
Saturday, December 25th at 9:30 AM at Bethany Lutheran Church
1st Sunday after Christmas Services
Sunday, December 26th
Bethany Lutheran Church at 9:30 AM ONLY
The Gathering at 10:00 AM and Holy Cross Lutheran Church at 11:00 AM
There is NO New Year’s Eve Worship Service this year.
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
- This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church 9:45 am
11:00 am

Today

11/28

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

11/29 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
11/30 10:00 am - Noon
12/1 12:15 pm
7:00 pm
12/2 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
12/3 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm
6:00 pm
12/4 8:00 am
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
9:15 am – 10:15 am
12/5
9:45 am
11:00 am

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service

Boy Scouts
LWML/MAC and Food Pantry
Midweek Advent Worship Service (In-person)
Online Zoom Advent Worship Gathering
Salam Ministries
LWML Christmas Boutique
Congregational Christmas Fellowship
Men's Bible Study
LWML Christmas Boutique
Elder’s Meeting
Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service with HC

Pray for healing and recovery for those
who have recently been injured,
had or are going to have surgery, been hospitalized
or are suffering from a medical condition, including:
___________

Judy Raithel
Sandy Evans
Keith Lindenberg
Dave Giese
Andrew (Lenor Chunko's great grandson)
Jana ten Pas (Will Morrison's neice)
Keira (Michelle Baker's relative)
______

Phil Bright
Grace Hennings
Christine Rossi's mother Janelle Popken
Bruce Fleming (the Bowman's grandfather)
Shirley Ritch (Jean Stone's sister)
Carmen

_____

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays this week
Today, you can pick-up the new
Portals of Prayer (Jan–Mar 2022).
PRAYER FOR LIGHTING
HOME:

OF YOUR ADVENT WREATH AT
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O Living God and Life Giving Spirit, we praise for our evergreen crowns, which mark the days of
preparation for Christ’s Advent among us. As we light the candles on our wreaths this season we pray that
You would: rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when He comes; and prepare us O
Spirit of God, to welcome Him with Joy even as He has welcomed us. Kindle O Lord the fire of Your love
within us that our lives might ever be a light shining in darkness that points to You. May Your passionate
service burn within us that we would serve friends, neighbors and strangers alike, even as You have served
us. And finally Eternal God, may our Advent wreaths serve as proverbial wheels of time, not only
directing us to that day of Your return but reminding us that You are ever here, so open our eyes we pray to
see Your presence in this world, even in the smallest and lowliest of forms. Amen.

MID-WEEK ADVENT GATHERINGS: GOD WITH US!
The stories of Advent are stories for hard times. Jesus was born amid upheaval and historical
change and among people who seemed powerless. But when the world feels hopeless, Advent
reminds us God is with us.
In chaos, God is with us. In suffering, God is with us. In uncertainty, God is with us.
In whatever our family endures, God is with us.
This Advent during our midweek online gatherings we will explore the ways in which Emmanuel,
God-with-us, brings hope, peace, joy, and love to our homes and communities, especially
during hard times. We pray that our time together will center your thoughts on the ever-present
hope that sees us through change and challenge. Each week we will explore how the good news
of God-with-us changes our perspective and gives us courage for each day and that we can rejoice
in Jesus’ birth because God is with us! We hope that after our time together, you and your
household will share in conversation about how God is with us at all times, even when things are
not okay. There are also options to spend some time doing an activity or engaging in some
artwork to help you focus on the theme for each night. Instructions and a supply list for each
week’s activities can be downloaded from our website. The Zoom room will open each week at
6:45 PM for you to engage with one another in conversation and our order of service will begin at
7 PM. If you have a home Advent wreath, we invite you to have it ready to go each week. Please
join us each Wednesday in Advent (December 1, 8, 15 & 22).
Link to the Online Zoom Gathering is: https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021 Password: Jesus!

HYMN SING
On Sunday, December 5th, please join Blake Flattley for an evening of acoustic music for Advent and
Christmas in the Sanctuary as we celebrate the release of new music from 1517 Music (1517.org/music).
Coffee, hot chocolate, and desserts will be served starting at 6:30 PM in the courtyard and the music
will begin at 7:00 PM. All are welcome and the event is free.
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