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25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

NOVEMBER 14, 2021

+ God Gathers Us in His Presence +
PRELUDE:
WELCOME:
OPENING HYMN:

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
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CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader:

This is the day which the Lord has made;

People:

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Leader:

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

People:

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Leader:

Better is one day in the Lord’s house

People:

than a thousand elsewhere.

Leader:

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.

People:

Teach me Your paths.

Leader:

Sanctify us in Your truth.

People:

Your Word is truth.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

God’s Word exposes our guilt and moves us to confess our sin to Him,
the one and only, Holy and gracious God,

People:

Lord, I confess that I have sinned against You.
Some of my sins I know –
the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed –
but some of my sins are known only to You.
In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness.
Deliver and restore me. Amen.

Leader:

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,
and in Him we are forgiven.
Live in peace, live to serve, for you are His. Amen.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
RESPONSORY:
Leader:
Forever, O Lord, You Word is firmly set.
People:

I love Your house O Lord, and the place where Your glory dwells.

Leader:

Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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People:

I love Your house O Lord, and the place where Your glory dwells;
Glory be to God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Leader:

I love Your house O Lord, and the place where Your glory dwells.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 10:11-25

Every day each priest performed his religious duty. He offered the same type of sacrifice again
and again. Yet, these sacrifices could never take away sins. However, this chief priest made one
sacrifice for sins, and this sacrifice lasts forever. Now he holds the honored position—the one
next to God the Father on the heavenly throne. Since that time, he has been waiting for his
enemies to be made his footstool. With one sacrifice he accomplished the work of setting them
apart for God forever.
The Holy Spirit tells us the same thing: “This is the promise that I will make to them after those
days, says the Lord: ‘I will put my teachings in their hearts and write them in their minds.’ ”
Then he adds, “I will no longer hold their sins and their disobedience against them.”
When sins are forgiven, there is no longer any need to sacrifice for sins.
Brothers and sisters, because of the blood of Jesus we can now confidently go into the holy
place. Jesus has opened a new and living way for us to go through the curtain. (The curtain is his
own body.) We have a superior priest in charge of God’s house. We have been sprinkled with
his blood to free us from a guilty conscience, and our bodies have been washed with clean water.
So we must continue to come to him with a sincere heart and strong faith. We must continue to
hold firmly to our declaration of faith. The one who made the promise is faithful.
We must also consider how to encourage each other to show love and to do good things. We
should not stop gathering together with other believers, as some of you are doing. Instead, we
must continue to encourage each other even more as we see the day of the Lord coming. – GW®

Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 4

Jesus knew that the Pharisees had heard that he was making and baptizing more disciples than
John. (Actually, Jesus was not baptizing people. His disciples were.) So he left the Judean
countryside and went back to Galilee.
Jesus had to go through Samaria. He arrived at a city in Samaria called Sychar. Sychar was near
the piece of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s Well was there. Jesus sat down
by the well because he was tired from traveling. The time was about noon.
A Samaritan woman went to get some water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink of water.” (His
disciples had gone into the city to buy some food.)
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The Samaritan woman asked him, “How can a Jewish man like you ask a Samaritan woman like
me for a drink of water?” (Jews, of course, don’t associate with Samaritans.)
Jesus replied to her, “If you only knew what God’s gift is and who is asking you for a drink, you
would have asked him for a drink. He would have given you living water.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, you don’t have anything to use to get water, and the well is deep.
So where are you going to get this living water? You’re not more important than our ancestor
Jacob, are you? He gave us this well. He and his sons and his animals drank water from it.”
Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will become thirsty again. But those who
drink the water that I will give them will never become thirsty again. In fact, the water I will give
them will become in them a spring that gushes up to eternal life.”
The woman told Jesus, “Sir, give me this water! Then I won’t get thirsty or have to come here to
get water.”
Jesus told her, “Go to your husband, and bring him here.”
The woman replied, “I don’t have a husband.”
Jesus told her, “You’re right when you say that you don’t have a husband. You’ve had five
husbands, and the man you have now isn’t your husband. You’ve told the truth.”
The woman said to Jesus, “I see that you’re a prophet! Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain. But you Jews say that people must worship in Jerusalem.”
Jesus told her, “Believe me. A time is coming when you Samaritans won’t be worshiping the
Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You don’t know what you’re worshiping.
We Jews know what we’re worshiping, because salvation comes from the Jews. Indeed, the time
is coming, and it is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.
The Father is looking for people like that to worship him. God is a spirit. Those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.”
The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will tell us
everything.” (Messiah is the one called Christ.)
Jesus told her, “I am he, and I am speaking to you now.”
At that time his disciples returned. They were surprised that he was talking to a woman. But
none of them asked him, “What do you want from her?” or “Why are you talking to her?”
Then the woman left her water jar and went back into the city. She told the people, “Come with
me, and meet a man who told me everything I’ve ever done. Could he be the Messiah?” The
people left the city and went to meet Jesus.
Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, have something to eat.”
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Jesus told them, “I have food to eat that you don’t know about.”
The disciples asked each other, “Did someone bring him something to eat?”
Jesus told them, “My food is to do what the one who sent me wants me to do and to finish the
work he has given me.
“Don’t you say, ‘In four more months the harvest will be here’? I’m telling you to look and see
that the fields are ready to be harvested. The person who harvests the crop is already getting paid.
He is gathering grain for eternal life. So the person who plants the grain and the person who
harvests it are happy together. In this respect the saying is true: ‘One person plants, and another
person harvests.’ I have sent you to harvest a crop you have not worked for. Other people have
done the hard work, and you have followed them in their work.”
Many Samaritans in that city believed in Jesus because of the woman who said, “He told me
everything I’ve ever done.” So when the Samaritans went to Jesus, they asked him to stay with
them. He stayed in Samaria for two days. Many more Samaritans believed because of what
Jesus said. They told the woman, “Our faith is no longer based on what you’ve said. We have
heard him ourselves, and we know that he really is the savior of the world.”
After spending two days in Samaria, Jesus left for Galilee. Jesus had said that a prophet is not
honored in his own country. But when Jesus arrived in Galilee, the people of Galilee welcomed
him. They had seen everything he had done at the festival in Jerusalem, since they, too, had
attended the festival.
Jesus returned to the city of Cana in Galilee, where he had changed water into wine. A
government official was in Cana. His son was sick in Capernaum. The official heard that Jesus
had returned from Judea to Galilee. So he went to Jesus and asked him to go to Capernaum with
him to heal his son who was about to die.
Jesus told the official, “If people don’t see miracles and amazing things, they won’t believe.”
The official said to him, “Sir, come with me before my little boy dies.”
Jesus told him, “Go home. Your son will live.” The man believed what Jesus told him and left.
While the official was on his way to Capernaum, his servants met him and told him that his boy
was alive. The official asked them at what time his son got better. His servants told him, “The
fever left him yesterday evening at seven o’clock.” Then the boy’s father realized that it was the
same time that Jesus had told him, “Your son will live.” So the official and his entire family
became believers.
This was the second miracle that Jesus performed after he had come back from Judea to Galilee.
– GW®

Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.
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“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

SERMON HYMN:
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Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.
6

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!
SERMON: “Worship Faithfully in Spirit” (Text: John 4)
HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”
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NICENE CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
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RECOGNITION OF VETERANS:
(When you hear the anthem for the branch of service that you
served in, would you please stand to be recognized.)

PRAYERS:
Leader:

Let us lift up our hearts and pray
as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.
God our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your children,
and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us
through the true teaching of Your Word
and the fervent love shown in our lives. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

May Your kingdom come to us and expand
and may the number of Christians increase. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will,
in both the midst of joy and sorrow, good and bad days alike,
to conform our wills to Your good and gracious will.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares
and help us to trust in You to provide all we need.
Especially this day we lift up to You
those whose needs we are aware of ________
and those who have received blessings from Your generous hand _______
Lord, in Your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us
so that our hearts may be at peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
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People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord,
but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh,
to turn from the world and its ways,
and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil now and forever.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Now grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father,
that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and above all, firmly take to heart the words
with which Christ give us His body and blood for our forgiveness.
By Your grace, lead us to remember
and give thanks for the boundless love
which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood,
HE saved us from sin, death and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is His body and blood,
as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His promised salvation.
TO You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People:

Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THE BLESSING:

9

CLOSING HYMN:

“God Bless Our Native Land”

LSB 965

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer
Bible Study Leader: Pastor Mark Siegert
Pianist/Organist: Ken Culley
Scripture Reader: Lily Ellis
Powerpoint Operator: Jean Stone
Usher: Jim Coontz and Les Friend
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LSB 717 (verses 1-4)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Created by LSB (*)
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LSB 733 (verses 1-6)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)
“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” LSB (verses 1-4)
Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)
“God Bless Our Native Land” LSB 965 (verses 1-2)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by LSB (*)

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO & AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you enter an area where
photography, video and audio recording may occur. Refer to posted signage dated 2021.

We ask that as we return to a new normal,
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.
Facemasks are recommended in accordance with local, county & state guidelines.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today in our worship service,
we are remembering and thanking God
for all those who have served in a branch of service:
Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force, Coast Guard.

To all our Veterans,
we thank you for your service to our country,
whether it was during war time, or peace time,

we thank you!
WORSHIPING FAITHFULLY: Hebrews 10:25
Take some time this week with family, friends or on
your own, to have some couch conversations about our
text for worship:
John 4:21-26 - "Worshiping Faithfully in Spirit"
As Jesus speaks to the woman at the well, he tells
her the worship is not about location or preference or
status in society but is about Him. He comes to us in
Spirit so that we might know the truth. Even when
we get things backwards, he still comes to us!
 Share about a time when worship impacted you in a powerful way.
 What made it so powerful?
 How does Jesus’s idea of worship location change your perceptions?
 Christ comes to us in worship even when we don’t deserve it. Why is that important
to you?

WEDNESDAY EVENING LITURGY & PRAYER
Do you need a bit of an oasis in the middle of your hectic week?
Join Pastor Kyle every Wednesday evening via Zoom
(6-6:30 pm) for a brief check-in, Scripture reading & prayer.
The direct meeting link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82052554657?pwd=VDN6eHN5cWNhVEd
0NHFiNW90TkJhUT09

Or you can open Zoom and type in
the Meeting ID (820 5255 4657) & Passcode (905).
No need to RSVP, drop in anytime!
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FORMING SPIRITUALLY: Colossians 1:10-14

WOMEN'S RETREAT
SAVE THE DATE!
You are invited to join on January 14th & 15th at
Bethany Lutheran Church. Come and enjoy the joy
of our Lord in fellowship, food and fun with other
women in Christ. Friday evening (January 14)
check-in begins at 6:00 PM and the Program starts
at 7:00 PM. Saturday (January 15) begins at 8:30
AM with a continental breakfast, lunch at noon, and concludes with a Communion at
3:30 PM. Questions about the Women’s Retreat may be directed to Lucy Smith
(lucysmith99@verizon.net) or Kahana Smith (faithksmith911@gmail.com).
To register, go to: http://www.bethanylutheran.org/womens-retreat-2022/
Early Bird Registration is $40.00 per person (through December 15).
Registration will be taken for $50.00 (December 16 through January 3 noon).
Payment can be made by check. To do so, use the "pay later" option online when
registering. Make check payable to Bethany Lutheran Church with notation “Women’s
Retreat” on memo line. Checks can be delivered or mailed to Bethany Lutheran Church,
c/o Cindy Morrison (Women’s Retreat), 4644 Clark Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90808.
If you are unable to register online,
please contact Kahana Smith (faithksmith911@gmail.com) or
Holy Cross Church Office (hcsecretary@yahoo.com) for assistance.

"INVITATION TO A JOURNEY"
If you’d like to join us in our readings, we invite you to get a copy of
“Invitation to a Journey” by M. Robert Mulholland, Jr.
READING SCHEDULE





Week 7: Nov 15 - Chapters 10-11, Nature and Inner Dynamics (139-164)
Week 8: Nov 22 - Chapters 12-13, Corp & Social Spirituality (167-196)
Dec 4 from 8:00 am - 9:30 am: BIG Group Gathering - details pending.

Videos will be released on Thursday or Friday each week until
December. Go the following url to see all the videos:
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXce36wC8Am2sMGs9Rkp6iZp3cSdbAnmN
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Living Way Bible Study - Wednesday at 7:00 pm
This year our Living Way Bible study will be: Miracles of the Old
Testament. Each Living Way class includes homework done prior to our
session, sharing and dialogue based upon that work facilitated by our leader
(Pastors Mark Siegert & Kevin Kritzer will be co-leading) and then a
presentation by our evening leader for more in-depth exploration of the
miracle at hand. Our first class was Wednesday, October 13th, but you can
still join. Copies of the upcoming Wednesday lesson plan as well as prior
lesson plans are available in the Narthex or you can contact the Church Office (714/527-7225).

Season 4 of the “Theology On Tap” Podcast with Pastor Seth,
Pastor Kevin, Pastor Kyle, Pastor Mark and Kayleigh is out
now! Get it wherever you get your podcasts including Apple
Podcasts, Spotify, and Anchor.fm. This season the team tackles
the idea of how to interpret the Bible and why many people
struggle when doing it. So, grab yourself a cold beer, warm
glass of milk. hot cup of tea, bottle of water, and pull up a chair
and join us for Theology On Tap, and get ready for a lively
discussion of theology, spirituality and sharing life together.

Advent Season Worship Services
ONLINE ZOOM GATHERING
at 7:00 pm each Wednesday in Advent (December 1, 8, 15 & 22).
Link to the Online Zoom Gathering is https://bit.ly/bethanyadvent2021
with Password: Jesus!
IN PERSON MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP
at Holy Cross on December 1st and 15th at 12:15 pm and
at Bethany on December 8th and 22nd at 12:15 pm.
Each 12:15 pm service will have its own unique Advent songs (and a Christmas
carol too) for those who plan to join us for all four service. The first service at
each campus (December 1 and 8) will light the Hope and Love candles. The
second service on each campus (December 15 and 22) will light the Joy and
Peace candles. Thus even if you can only make two services (whether
on the same campus or mix and match) you’ll be able to spend
worship time midweek this Advent filling your heart and mind with
the promises of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace as you prepare to greet
“He who comes to us in the name of the Lord”.
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SERVING PASSIONATELY: Ephesians 2:10

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Nov 20th (9 am - 11:30 am)
Join us on Saturday, November 20th,
for a Church Clean-Up Day.
The Scouts have offered to join us that day as well.
The kitchen will be cleaned completely on work day. Any food
not in the refrigerator or freezer will be discarded. Food is not to be stored in the kitchen.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
A Congregational Meeting is scheduled for November 21st,
directly after the 11:00 am worship service.

GIVING PROPORTIONATELY: Luke 21:1-4
Dedication of Shoeboxes is TODAY - Sunday, November 14th!
If you have any questions or want more information regarding Operation
Christmas Child, contact Richard Staley or Jan Coontz.
Bethany Lutheran is serving as a shoebox collection site to the
community from Nov 15 - 22. Please consider volunteering for a 2-3 hour work shift
to receive and load boxes during the week. Drivers to transport boxes are also needed.
Collection hours are: Monday - Friday (Nov 15-19) 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Saturday (Nov 20) 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Sunday (Nov 21) noon - 4:00
Monday (Nov 22) 9:00 am - 11:30 am
If you are available to help, contact Kahana Smith: 562/377-3673 (home) 310/387-0728 (cell)

You can also participate by packing a shoebox gift online.
A special goal page has been set up for members of Holy Cross.
Simply go to the following url to get started: https://sampur.se/3jkxE2Z
Shoebox gifts built online go to the ends of the earth to children in some of the hardest-to-reach
places, whether deep jungles, city slums or steep mountainsides. Many of these areas are resistant
to the Gospel for cultural or religious reasons, and are home to numerous unreached people
groups, some of whom have never heard the Name of Jesus Christ.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS: Act 2:44
'FREE TO BE FAITHFUL' FALL 2021 NEWSLETTER
The Free to be Faithful® newsletter highlights are important and
relevant details on religious liberty issues that impact the rights
of Christians to live faithfully.
For the fall newsletter go to:
https://resources.lcms.org/newsletters/free-to-be-faithful-fall-2021-newsletter/
Friday, December 3rd, 6:00pm $15
includes Dinner & ENTERTAINMENT
Tony Odell Rogers will be performing his
energetic show again this year,
followed by a sing along of Christmas Carols
and a reading of the Christmas Story.
This is a great opportunity for you
to invite your friends and neighbors
to fellowship here at Holy Cross
We will be collecting Toys for children in need.
Bring a gift for the gift exchange a $10 value.
See Betty Koester or Dave Cole to make your reservations.
Something NEW this Year:
Come early and shop our Christmas boutique for those gifts and stocking stuffers.
OPENS AT 5:00 pm


“Come and Adore Him, Christ the Lord”
in worship this Christmastide!
Christmas Eve – Friday, December 24th




1:00 pm & 3:00 pm Family Worship at Bethany
7:00 pm Candle Lighting Worship Service at Holy Cross
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion at Bethany

Christmas Day – Saturday, December 25th


9:30AM with Holy Communion at Bethany

On Sunday, December 26th


Elder led services on all three campuses: 9:30 am at Bethany, 10:00 am at the Gathering
and 11:00 am at Holy Cross.
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
- This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church Today

11/14 9:45 am
11:00 am

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

11/15
11/16
11/17
11/18

Friday
Saturday

11/19
11/20 8:00 am
9:00 am – 11:30 am
11/21 9:45 am
11:00 am
12:00 noon

Sunday

5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
10:00 am - Noon
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service with Dedication of
Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child
Boy Scouts
LWML/MAC and Food Pantry
Living Way Bible Study (Lesson 6)
Salam Ministries
Boy Scouts OA (every 3rd Thursday)
Men's Bible Study
Church Clean-Up Day
Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service with HC
Congregational Meeting

Pray for healing and recovery for those
who have recently been injured,
had or are going to have surgery, been hospitalized
or are suffering from a medical condition, including:
___________

Judy Raithel
Sandy Evans
Keith Lindenberg
Dave Giese
Andrew (Lenor Chunko's great grandson)
Jana ten Pas (Will Morrison's neice)
Keira (Michelle Baker's relative)

Phil Bright
Grace Hennings
Christine Rossi's mother Janelle Popken
Bruce Fleming (the Bowman's grandfather)
Shirley Ritch (Jean Stone's sister)
Carmen

___________

Birthday Blessings to those celebrating birthdays this week

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You!
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