Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630
www.holycrosscypress.com
(714) 527-7225
REFORMATION DAY

OCTOBER 31, 2021

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
PRELUDE:
WELCOME:
OPENING HYMN OF PRAISE:

“Thy Strong Word”

(Song continues on next page.)
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LSB 578

INVOCATION: (Article 1 of the Augsburg Confession)
Leader:
We unanimously hold and teach that there is one true God,
People:

and that there are three persons in this one true God,
equal in power and alike eternal:

Leader:

God the Father, God the + Son, God the Holy Spirit.

People:

All three are one divine essence, eternal, without division,
without end, of infinite power, wisdom and goodness,
one creator and preserver of all things visible and invisible.

CALL TO REPENTANCE: (Adapted from Article 2 of the Augsburg Confession)
Leader:
Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin;
and by nature are full of evil lust and inclinations and are unable by nature
to have true fear of God and true faith in God.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION OF SINS:
(Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism & Article 4 of the Augsburg Confession)
Leader:
People:

Do you believe that this is true of you, that you are a sinner?
Yes, I believe it; I am a sinner.

Leader:
People:

How do you know this?
From the Ten Commandments, for these I have not kept.

Leader:
People:

Are you sorry for your sins?
Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God
and against my brothers and sisters.
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Leader:
People:

What do you deserve from God because of your sins?
I deserve God’s displeasure, wrath and punishment,
as well as temporal and eternal death.

Leader:
People:

Do you hope to be saved?
Yes, that is my hope.

Leader:
People:

How can you hold such hope? In Whom, then, do you trust?
In my dear Lord, Jesus Christ.

Leader:
People:

What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?
He died for me and on the cross
and shed His blood for my forgiveness.

Leader:

What moved Christ to offer Himself
in order to make payment for your sins?
His great love for His Father, for me, and for all sinners.

People:
Leader:

People:

While we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin
and righteousness before God by our own merits, works or satisfactions;
we receive forgiveness of sin
and become righteous before God by grace, for Christ’s sake,
through faith, when we believe that Christ suffered for us
and that for His sake our sin is forgiven
and righteousness and eternal life are given to us.
Therefore, as you believe, so let it be.
Now I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Soli Deo Gloria!
To God Alone be the Glory! Alleluia, Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Revelation 14:6-7

I saw another angel flying overhead with the everlasting Good News to spread to those who
live on earth— to every nation, tribe, language, and people. The angel said in a loud voice,
“Fear God and give him glory, because the time has come for him to judge. Worship the one
who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs.” – GW ®

Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 3:19-28

We know that whatever the Scriptures say applies to everyone under their influence, and no
one can say a thing. The whole world is brought under the judgment of God. Not one person
can have God’s approval by any effort to follow the laws in the Scriptures. These laws show
what sin is.
Now, the way to receive God’s approval has been made plain in a way other than the laws in
the Scriptures. Moses’ Teachings and the Prophets tell us this. Everyone who believes has
God’s approval through faith in Jesus Christ.
There is no difference between people. Because all people have sinned, they have fallen
short of God’s glory. They receive God’s approval freely by an act of his kindness through
the price Christ Jesus paid to set us free from sin. God showed that Christ is the throne of
mercy where God’s approval is given through faith in Christ’s blood. In his patience God
waited to deal with sins committed in the past. He waited so that he could display his
approval at the present time. This shows that he is a God of justice, a God who approves of
people who believe in Jesus.
So, do we have anything to brag about? Bragging has been eliminated. On what basis was it
eliminated? On the basis of our own efforts? No, indeed! Rather, it is eliminated on the
basis of faith. We conclude that a person has God’s approval by faith, not by his own efforts.
– GW ®

Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:31-36

So Jesus said to those Jews who believed in him, “If you live by what I say, you are truly my
disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
They replied to Jesus, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and we’ve never been anyone’s
slaves. So how can you say that we will be set free?”
Jesus answered them, “I can guarantee this truth: Whoever lives a sinful life is a slave to sin.
A slave doesn’t live in the home forever, but a son does. So if the Son sets you free, you will
be absolutely free. – GW ®

Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY:

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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MESSAGE: “Form Spiritually: Grow in Faith”
SERMON HYMN:

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

LSB 790

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: (Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism)
Leader:
People:
Leader:

Let us pray together as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven,
Dear God, You tenderly invite us to believe
that You are our true Father and that we are Your dear children.
Hallowed by Thy name,
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People:

Dear Lord, Your name is holy in itself,
but we pray that it may be kept holy by us.

Leader:
People:

This is accomplished Lord when Your Word is taught clearly and purely;
and we, as your children, lead holy lives in accordance with it;
help us to this end. Amen.

Leader:
People:

Thy Kingdom come,
Your Kingdom comes when You, our heavenly Father,
give us Your Holy Spirit, so that by Your grace
we may believe Your Word, live our lives for You,
and share the Good News of Christ with others
that Your Kingdom may abound in the hearts of many.

Leader:
People:

Thy will be done,
Your will is done when You curb and destroy the purpose of the devil,
the world, and our sinful flesh;
and strengthen us to gladly know and do what pleases You.
May this, Your good and gracious will, be done in us until the end.
Amen.

Leader:
People:

Give us this day our daily bread,
Thank You good and gracious God for Your daily blessings
by which You provide all things
needed to support our bodies and lives.

Leader:
People:

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
We pray, dear Father, that You would not look at our sins,
nor deny our prayers because of them.

Leader:
People:

And lead us not into temptation,
We pray, Lord, that You would guard and keep us so that the devil,
the world and our sinful nature may not deceive or mislead us. Amen.

Leader:
People:

Deliver us from evil.
We pray, Almighty God, that You would rescue us from every evil,
and at last, when the hour of death comes,
You would grant us a blessed end
and graciously take us from this world of sorrow
to Yourself in heaven. Amen and Amen.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever!
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OFFERING:
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love & Service +
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THE BLESSING: (Adapted from Article 6 of the Augsburg Confession)
Leader:

Now faith should abound with fruit
and produce good works in us for God’s sake,
not placing our trust in them, as if to merit favor before God;
for we have received His favor through faith in Christ,

People:

To Whom Alone, with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
belongs ALL Glory. Alleluia, Amen.

CLOSING HYMN:

“The Church's One Foundation”

All
Women
All
Men
All
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer
Bible Study Leader: Pastor Mark Siegert
Pianist/Organist: Ken Culley
Scripture Reader: Les Friend
Powerpoint Operator: Don Plog
Usher: Les Friend and Don Doss
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425
“Thy Strong Word” LSB 578 (verses 1, 3, 5 and 6)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*)
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 656 (verses 1-4)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*)
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LSB 790 (verses 1-5)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*)
“The Church's One Foundation” LSB 644 (verses 1-5)
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Tune: Public domain.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*)
PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO & AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship
service/event, you enter an area where photography, video and audio
recording may occur. Refer to posted signage dated 2021.

We ask that as we return to a new normal,
that people do their best and continue to be aware of
social distancing. Facemasks are recommended in
accordance with local, county & state guidelines.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS
SERMONS AGAIN, you can view them on our website at:

https://www.holycrosscypress.com/worship-bulletins/
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Take some time this week with family, friends or on
your own, to have some couch conversations about our
text for worship: Romans 3:21
Forming Spiritually: Growing in Faith
Our text today reminds us that our righteousness (that
is our good standing before God) is not based on the
law or what we do but based on something else. That
something else is none other than the person and work of Jesus for us!
- If your standing before God is not based on what you do, how does that change what
you do?
- Why is growing in faith important?
- How can you share this idea to someone this week?

"INVITATION TO A JOURNEY"
If you’d like to join us in our readings, we invite you to get a copy of
“Invitation to a Journey” by M. Robert Mulholland, Jr.
READING SCHEDULE
 Nov 1: Zoom Discussion (link pending) with an AM & PM option
 Week 5: Nov 1 - Chapters 5 - 7, The Vehicle: Personal Piety (59-88)
 Week 6: Nov 8 - Chapters 8 & 9, Classics (93-138)
 Week 7: Nov 15 - Chapters 10 & 11, Nature and Inner Dynamics
(139-164)
 Week 8: Nov 22 - Chapters 12 & 13, Corporate and Social
Spirituality (167-196)
 Dec 4 from 8:00 am - 9:30 am: BIG Group Gathering - locations details pending.
Videos will be released on Thursday or Friday each week until December.
Go the following url to see all the videos:
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXce36wC8Am2sMGs9Rkp6iZp3cSdbAnmN

Living Way Bible Study - Wednesday at 7:00 pm
This year our Living Way Bible study will be: Miracles of the Old
Testament. Each Living Way class includes homework done prior to our
session, sharing and dialogue based upon that work facilitated by our leader
(Pastors Mark Siegert & Kevin Kritzer will be co-leading) and then a
presentation by our evening leader for more in-depth exploration of the
miracle at hand. Our first class was Wednesday, October 13th, but you can
still join. Copies of the upcoming Wednesday lesson plan as well as prior lesson plans are
available in the Narthex or you can contact the Church Office (714/527-7225).
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Operation Christmas Child - MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
A table with boxes and information is in the Narthex.
Dedication of the boxes is Sunday, November 14th.
If you have any questions or want more information regarding
Operation Christmas Child, contact Richard Staley or Jan Coontz.
Bethany Lutheran is serving as a shoebox collection site to the
community from Nov 15 - 22. Please consider volunteering for a 2-3 hour work shift
to receive and load boxes during the week. Drivers to transport boxes are also needed.
Collection hours are: Monday - Friday (Nov 15-19) 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Saturday (Nov 20) 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Sunday (Nov 21) noon - 4:00
Monday (Nov 22) 9:00 am - 11:30 am
If you are available to help, contact Kahana Smith: 562/377-3673 (home) 310/387-0728 (cell)

You can also participate by packing a shoebox gift online.
A special goal page has been set up for members of Holy Cross.
Simply go to the following url to get started: https://sampur.se/3jkxE2Z
Shoebox gifts built online go to the ends of the earth to children in some of the hardest-to-reach
places, whether deep jungles, city slums or steep mountainsides. Many of these areas are resistant
to the Gospel for cultural or religious reasons, and are home to numerous unreached people
groups, some of whom have never heard the Name of Jesus Christ.

- Support our Holiday Fundraiser -

Tis the Season for Giving
Troop 657 and 657G
are selling wreaths, garland and centerpieces.
Mikayla and Brady Bowman
will have order forms and take orders thru November 1st.
Delivery will occur after Thanksgiving.

Save the date – December 3rd
Holy Cross will be having a Christmas Fellowship this year,
to include dinner and entertainment on December 3rd.
Details being planned at this time by your
Holy Cross Leadership Team.
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Bethany Lutheran invites Holy Cross members to
attend the "Take Heart" Women's Retreat on
January 14 & 15 at Bethany Lutheran Church.
Come and enjoy the joy of our Lord in
fellowship, food and fun with other women in
Christ.
Friday evening Registration begins at 6:00 PM and Program at 7:00 PM
Saturday begins at 8:30 am with a continental breakfast, lunch at noon, and concludes
with a Communion Service at 3:30 PM.
Early bird reservations are available for $40.00 per person through December 15.
Later reservations will be taken for $50.00 through January 3.
Look for a link to register in early November.

WEDNESDAY EVENING LITURGY & PRAYER
Do you need a bit of an oasis in the middle of your hectic week?
Join Pastor Kyle, and others,
every Wednesday evening, via Zoom,
from 6:00-6:30 pm
for a brief check-in, Scripture reading, & prayer.
The direct meeting link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82052554657?pwd=VDN6eHN5cWN
hVEd0NHFiNW90TkJhUT09
Or you can open Zoom and type in the Meeting ID (820 5255 4657) & Passcode (905).
No need to RSVP, drop in anytime!
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
- This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church -

Monday

10/31 9:45 am
11:00 am

Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service

11/1

Boy Scouts

5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Zoom Discussion (link pending) with am & pm option and
Invitation to a Journey: Chapter 5-7, The Vehicle

Tuesday

11/2

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

11/3
11/4
11/5
11/6

Sunday

11/7

10:00 am - Noon
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm

LWML/MAC and Food Pantry
Leadership Board Meeting
Living Way Bible Study (Lesson 4)
Salam Ministries

8:00 am
9:15 am
9:45 am
11:00 am

Men's Bible Study
Elder's Meeting
Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service with HC

Pray for healing and recovery for those
who have recently been injured,
had or are going to have surgery, been hospitalized
or are suffering from a medical condition, including:
___________

Judy Raithel
Sandy Evans
Keith Lindenberg
Dave Giese
Andrew (Lenor Chunko's great grandson)
Jana ten Pas (Will Morrison's neice)
Keira (Michelle Baker's relative)

Phil Bright
Grace Hennings
Christine Rossi's mother Janelle Popken
Bruce Fleming (the Bowman's grandfather)
Shirley Ritch (Jean Stone's sister)
Carmen

___________

May the Lord
Bless You and Keep You!
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