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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 

 
14

th
 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                AUGUST 29, 2021 

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

PRELUDE: 

 
WELCOME: 

 
OPENING HYMN:                  “With the Lord Begin Your Task”                     LSB 869 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Based on Ephesians 1:2) 
 

Leader:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

People:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (Based on Ephesians 4:22-24) 
 

Leader:   God’s Word has taught us to put off our old self, which is being corrupted  

  by its deceitful desires; to be made new in attitude of our minds; and to put 

  on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
 

People:   Almighty God,  

  though the Spirit testifies that I am a new creature in Christ Jesus,  

  I must confess that yet  the old nature is alive and well within me.   

  My actions, thoughts and words  

  have often lacked righteousness and holiness.   

  I know that I deserve Your punishment  

  on account of my sins and iniquities,  

  but I am truly sorry for my sins and sincerely repent of them.   

  Lord of boundless mercy, for the sake of Jesus’ righteous life  

  and His holy, innocent, sufferings and death,  

  I pray that You would be gracious and merciful to me. 
 

Leader:   In His mercy and love, Jesus was given for you: to make you holy and  

  clean, washing you with water and the Word.  In grace, He presents you to 

  His Father, radiant, without stain, wrinkly, or any other blemish, holy  

  and blameless.  Therefore as a called servant of our Lord, I forgive you all  

  your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son of the Holy Spirit.   
 

People:   Amen. 

 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 

Israel, listen to the laws and rules I am about to teach you.  Obey them so that you will 

live and be able to enter and take possession of the land that the LORD God of your 

ancestors is giving you.  Never add anything to what I command you, or take anything 

away from it.  Then you will be able to obey the commands of the LORD your God that I 

give you... 
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Faithfully obey these laws.  This will show the people of the world your wisdom and 

insight.  When they hear about all these laws, they will say, “What wise and insightful 

people there are in this great nation!” 
 

What great nation ever had their gods as near to them as the LORD our God is near to us 

whenever we pray to Him?  Or what other great nation has such fair laws and rules as all 

these teachings I am giving you today? 
 

However, be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you don’t forget the things 

which you have seen with your own eyes.  Don’t let them fade from your memory as long 

as you live.  Teach them to your children and grandchildren.  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

Finally, receive your power from the Lord and from His mighty strength.  Put on all the 

armor that God supplies.  In this way you can take a stand against the devil’s strategies.   

This is not a wrestling match against a human opponent.  We are wrestling with rulers, 

authorities, the powers who govern this world of darkness, and spiritual forces that 

control evil in the heavenly world.  For this reason, take up all the armor that God 

supplies.  Then you will be able to take a stand during these evil days.  Once you have 

overcome all obstacles, you will be able to stand your ground. 
 

So then, take your stand!  Fasten truth around your waist like a belt.  Put on God’s 

approval as your breastplate.  Put on your shoes so that you are ready to spread the Good 

News that gives peace.  In addition to all these, take the Christian faith as your shield. 

With it you can put out all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Also take salvation as your 

helmet and God’s word as the sword that the Spirit supplies. 
 

Pray in the Spirit  in every situation.  Use every kind of prayer and request there is.  For 

the same reason be alert.  Use every kind of effort and make every kind of request for all 

of God’s people.  Also pray that God will give me the right words to say.  Then I will 

speak boldly when I reveal the mystery of the Good News.  Because I have already been 

doing this as Christ’s representative, I am in prison.  So pray that I speak about this Good 

News as boldly as I have to.  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Mark 7:14-23 
 

Then He called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and try to 

understand!  Nothing that goes into a person from the outside can make him unclean.  It’s 

what comes out of a person that makes him unclean.  Let the person who has ears listen!”  
 

When He had left the people and gone home, His disciples asked Him about this 

illustration. 
 

Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand?  Don’t you know that whatever goes into a 

person from the outside can’t make him unclean?  It doesn’t go into his thoughts but into 

his stomach and then into a toilet.”  (By saying this, Jesus declared all foods acceptable.)  

He continued, “It’s what comes out of a person that makes him unclean.  Evil thoughts, 

sexual sins, stealing, murder, adultery, greed, wickedness, cheating, shameless lust, envy, 

cursing, arrogance, and foolishness come from within a person.  All these evils come 

from within and make a person unclean.”  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN:              “You Are the Way; through You Alone”                LSB 526 
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SERMON:   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                      “By Grace I'm Saved”                               LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

      He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

      He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

OFFERING: 

 
OFFERING PRAYER:  (Based on Ephesians 6:19) 
 

Leader:   Almighty God, receive these our tithes and offerings and through them  

  fund and support ministry here at Holy Cross that enables many to be  

  strong  in You and Your mighty power.   
 

People:   Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER: 

 

       Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

+  God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service  + 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
THE BLESSING:  (Based on Ephesians 3:20-21) 
 

Leader:   Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or  

  imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory 

  in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and  

  ever! 
 

People:   Amen.    
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CLOSING HYMN:                        “Christ Be My Leader”                                 LSB 861       

 

 

 

 
SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer           

Pianist/Organist: Ken Culley    Scripture Reader: Phil Bright 

Powerpoint Operator: Eleanor Blevins Ushers: Mark and Liz Ruhl 
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 
 

 “With the Lord Begin Your Task” LSB 869 (verses 1-3, and 5)  
Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*) 
 

 “You Are the Way; through You Alone”  LSB 526  

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*) 
 

  “By Grace I'm Saved”  LSB 566  

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*) 
 

 “Christ Be My Leader”  LSB 861 

Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Created by Lutheran Service Builder (*) 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER 

When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where 

photography, video and audio recording may occur.  Refer to posted signage dated 2021. 

 

We ask that as we return to a new normal,  
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.  

Facemasks are recommended in accordance with local, county & state guidelines. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

For Your Summer Worship Preparation: 

Aug 29: Eph. 6:10-20    -    Sep 5: Eph. 6:23-24 

 
COUCH CONVERSATIONS 
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to have some 

couch conversations about our text and theme for worship:  Ephesians 6:10-

20 - The Armor of God is a great example of what we have all been given by 

our Lord.  It may be tempting to think that you have earned this or deserve 

this.  Paul is clear, we receive this gift from the Lord and it is His strength 

that provides.  We are covered and protected by him.  And even as we “take our stand” we need to 

remember to pray in every situation.   

 What part of the Armor of God is your favorite?  Why? 

 What kind of battles do you face on a daily basis? 

 With the Armor of God in place, who can you “speak boldly” to this week? 

 Write a prayer of thanksgiving to God for giving you this gift.  

 

SMALL DISCIPLESHIP GATHERINGS 
Martin Luther once said that “This life is not righteousness but growth in righteousness; not health but 

healing; not being but becoming; not rest but exercise; we are not yet what we shall be, but we are growing 

toward it; the process is not yet finished, but it is going on; this is not the end, but it is the road.” 
 

As our faith family travels down this road together, we know that “Forming Spiritually” and 

“Connecting Deeply” are part of a joyful journey.  For years Small Discipleship Gatherings have been a 

vehicle for fellow disciples of Jesus to gather in homes, spend time in the Word and live out the faith 

together.  A Small Discipleship Gathering is a community that consists of 6 or more individuals meeting in 

a home, led by members who gather regularly.  They may share a meal together or stand shoulder to 

shoulder in service, but they always meet for mutual consolation, Christian fellowship and Spiritual 

Development and Growth so that they may give God all the Glory (Soli Deo Gloria).  
 

Some of the gathering communities rotate location in various member homes, some rotate leadership for 

their gathering topics and studies; others meet in the same place (usually) and have the same leader (norm).   
 

At Bethany, we have many current Small Discipleship Gatherings that have been meeting for years, a few 

for decades.  Though many took a pause during the height of the pandemic, many are starting to return to 

gathering.  Now we want to restart these gatherings and invite Holy Cross to join. 
 

When God’s people gather together for prayer, conversation, examination and application of the 

Word and support for one another great things happen. 
 

 If you would like to be a part of a group... 

 If you would like to host (co-host) a group... 

 If you would like to lead (co-lead) a group... 
 

If interested, please contact Bethany Lutheran - Pastor Kritzer (kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org) or  

Pastor Seth Moorman (smoorman@bethanylutheran.org)  
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) 

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 
 

 - This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church  - 
 

Today 8/29 9:45 am Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm GriefShare Support Group at Bethany Lutheran 

Monday 8/30 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm Boy Scouts 

Tuesday 8/31 10:00 am MAC 

10:00 am - noon Food Pantry 

Wednesday 9/1 5:00 pm Leadership Team Meeting 

7:00 pm S'More Stories (Bethany Lutheran) 

Thursday  9/2 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Salam Ministries 

Friday 9/3   

Saturday 9/4 8:00 am Men's Bible Study  

9:15 am Elder's Meeting 

Sunday 9/5 9:45 am Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study  

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service with HC 

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm GriefShare Support Group at Bethany Lutheran 
 

 

 

Pray for healing and recovery  

for those who have recently been injured,  
had or going to have surgery, been hospitalized or  

are suffering from a medical condition. 
 

 

 

GriefShare starting today (August 29th) 
Today, Bethany Lutheran will be starting a new session of GriefShare 

Support Group at 1pm - 2:30pm in the Multi-Purpose Room #215). 

GriefShare is a 13-week DVD/ discussion based class for those who are experiencing the grief of 

losing a loved one, or some other major loss in one’s life. If you are interested, or know of anyone 

who might benefit from a support group of this nature, please contact Karl Fink (DCE, 

Bethany) at kfink@bethanylutheran.org or 562.421.4711 ext. 19 (Bethany Lutheran Church 

Office). 


