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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 

 
12

th
 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                AUGUST 15, 2021 

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

PRELUDE: 

 
WELCOME: 

 
OPENING HYMN:              “God, Whose Almighty Word”                               LSB 979 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Based on Ephesians 1:2) 
 

Leader:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

People:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (Based on Ephesians 4:22-24) 
 

Leader:   God’s Word has taught us to put off our old self,  

  which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 

  to be made new in attitude of our minds;  

  and to put on the new self,     

  created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
 

People:   Almighty God,  

  though the Spirit testifies that I am a new creature in Christ Jesus,  

  I must confess that yet  the old nature is alive and well within me.   

  My actions, thoughts and words  

  have often lacked righteousness and holiness.   

  I know that I deserve Your punishment  

  on account of my sins and iniquities,  

  but I am truly sorry for my sins and sincerely repent of them.   

  Lord of boundless mercy, for the sake of Jesus’ righteous life  

  and His holy, innocent, sufferings and death,  

  I pray that You would be gracious and merciful to me. 
 

Leader:   In His mercy and love, Jesus was given for you:  

  to make you holy and  clean, washing you with water and the Word.   

  In grace, He presents you to His Father, radiant, without stain, wrinkle,  

  or any other blemish, holy and blameless.   

  Therefore, as a called servant of our Lord,  

  I forgive you all your sins  

  in the name of the Father and of the Son of the Holy Spirit.   
 

People:   Amen. 

 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Joshua 24:14-18 
 

“Fear the LORD, and serve him with integrity and faithfulness.  Get rid of the gods your 

ancestors served on the other side of the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve only 

the LORD.  But if you don’t want to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will 
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serve.  Even if you choose the gods your ancestors served on the other side of the 

Euphrates or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live, my family and I will still 

serve the LORD.” 
 

The people responded, “It would be unthinkable for us to abandon the LORD to serve 

other gods.  The LORD our God brought us and our ancestors out of slavery in Egypt.  He 

did these spectacular signs right before our eyes.  He guarded us wherever we went, 

especially as we passed through other nations.  The LORD forced out all the people ahead 

of us, including the Amorites who lived in this land.  We, too, will serve the LORD, 

because he is our God.”  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   Ephesians 5:6-21 
 

Don’t let anyone deceive you with meaningless words.  It is because of sins like these 

that God’s anger comes to those who refuse to obey him.  Don’t be partners with them. 
 

Once you lived in the dark, but now the Lord has filled you with light.  Live as children 

who have light.  Light produces everything that is good, that has God’s approval, and that 

is true.  Determine which things please the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the useless 

works that darkness produces.  Instead, expose them for what they are.  It is shameful to 

talk about what some people do in secret.  Light exposes the true character of 

everything because light makes everything easy to see.  That’s why it says: 
 

“Wake up, sleeper!  Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  
 

So then, be very careful how you live.  Don’t live like foolish people but like wise 

people.  Make the most of your opportunities because these are evil days.  So don’t be 

foolish, but understand what the Lord wants.  Don’t get drunk on wine, which leads to 

wild living.  Instead, be filled with the Spirit  by reciting psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs for your own good.  Sing and make music to the Lord with your hearts.  Always 

thank God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Place yourselves under each other’s authority out of respect for Christ.  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:   John 6:51-69 
 

I am the living bread that came from heaven.  Whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

The bread I will give to bring life to the world is my flesh.” 

 

The Jews began to quarrel with each other.  They said, “How can this man give us his 

flesh to eat?” 

 

Jesus told them, “I can guarantee this truth: If you don’t eat the flesh of the Son of Man 

and drink his blood, you don’t have the source of life in you.  Those who eat my flesh 

and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will bring them back to life on the last day.  

My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.  Those who eat my flesh and drink my 

blood live in me, and I live in them.  The Father who has life sent me, and I live because 

of the Father.  So those who feed on me will live because of me.  This is the bread that 

came from heaven.  It is not like the bread your ancestors ate.  They eventually died.  

Those who eat this bread will live forever.” 

 

Jesus said this while he was teaching in a synagogue in Capernaum.  When many of 

Jesus’ disciples heard him, they said, “What he says is hard to accept.  Who wants to 

listen to him anymore?” 

 

Jesus was aware that his disciples were criticizing his message.  So Jesus asked them, 

“Did what I say make you lose faith?  What if you see the Son of Man go where he was 

before?  Life is spiritual.  Your physical existence doesn’t contribute to that life.  The 

words that I have spoken to you are spiritual.  They are life.  But some of you don’t 

believe.”  Jesus knew from the beginning those who wouldn’t believe and the one who 

would betray him.  So he added, “That is why I told you that people cannot come to me 

unless the Father provides the way.” 

 

Jesus’ speech made many of his disciples go back to the lives they had led before they 

followed Jesus.  So Jesus asked the twelve apostles, “Do you want to leave me too?” 

 

Simon Peter answered Jesus, “Lord, to what person could we go?  Your words give 

eternal life.  Besides, we believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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SERMON HYMN:                     “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                              LBS 743 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON:   “...The Sincerest Form of ...”   

   Text:  Ephesians 5 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:                       “Seek Ye First”                                         LBS 712 

 

 

 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.   

  On the third day He rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

 Amen. 

 

 



 7 

+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word and Holy Sacrament+ 
 

OFFERING:  

 
OFFERING PRAYER:  (Based on Ephesians 6:19) 
 

Leader:   Almighty God, receive these our tithes and offerings  

  and through them fund and support ministry here at Holy Cross  

  that enables many to be strong in You and Your mighty power.   
 

People:   Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER: 

 

       Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

+    The Service of Holy Communion    + 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord 

gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 

desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

PREFACE: 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Leader: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation.  Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.  

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 

all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS:                                     “Holy, Holy, Holy" 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD: 
 

Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said:  “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you.  This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

 

People: Amen.   

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION: 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER:  (Based on Ephesians 2:16)  
 

Leader:   Through Your own blood dear Lord Jesus  

  You have brought us, once far away,  

  near to Yourself and Your Father. 
 

People:   Through this same gift Lord,  

  enable us to be imitators of God  

  and live a life of love,  

  just as You loved us  

  and gave Yourself for us.      

  Amen. 

 

+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
THE BLESSING:  (Based on Ephesians 3:20-21) 
 

Leader:   Now to Him, 

  who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,   

  according to His power that is at work within us,  

  to Him be glory in the church  

  and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,  

  forever and ever! 
 

People:   Amen.    
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CLOSING HYMN:                        “To God Be the Glory”                 CCLI 23426      
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer  Bible Study Leader: Pastor Seth Moorman   

Pianist/Organist: Ken Culley   Scripture Reader: Haley Ellis 

Powerpoint Operator: Eleanor Blevins Ushers: Mike Ellis and Jim Coontz 

 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 
 

 “God, Whose Almighty Word”  LSB 979 (verses 1-4) 
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

 “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”  LSB 743 (verses 1-3, and 6) 
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

 “Seek Ye First”  LSB 712 (verses 1-3) 
Text & Tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 

 (Streaming or sharing a recording of this hymn is not covered under the LSB Hymn license.) 
 

 “To God Be The Glory”  CCLI Song #23426 

Text:  Fanny J. Crosby.  Music:  William H. Doane.  Text and Music:  Public domain.  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21068936 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER 

When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where 

photography, video and audio recording may occur.  Refer to posted signage dated 2021. 
 

 We ask that as we return to a new normal,  
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.  

Facemasks are recommended  
in accordance with local, county & state guidelines. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

COUCH CONVERSATIONS 
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, 

to have some couch conversations about our text and theme 

for worship:  Ephesians 5:1-21 ~ In Ephesians chapter 5, 

Paul continues talking about what it means to “Live 

Generously” like we talked about in worship last week.  In today’s text he reminds us to 

imitate God, but to do so carefully, “placing ourselves under each other’s authority out of 

respect for Christ.” (v. 21) 

 If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, how can our imitation give glory to 

God? 

 Share about a time when someone was an example of Christ to you. 

 Imitation can sometimes turn into pride.  How might this happen? 

 How can you humbly and with submission imitate God this week? 
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For Your Summer Worship Preparation: 
Aug 15

th
: Eph. 5:6-21  -  Aug 22

nd
: Eph. 5:22-33 

Aug 29
th

: Eph. 6:10-20  -  Sep 5
th

: Eph. 6:23-24 

  

 

In Person Bible Discovery on Sunday Morning  
Please join us in person for a 50-minute session on the lessons of the day every 
Sunday morning at 9:45 am at Holy Cross or 8:30 am at Bethany. The Bible Study began 
on August 1st, but you can always start attending. In the letter to the Hebrews we read, 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together…but encouraging one another, all the more.” 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). The study of God’s Word is an important 
discipline in the life of all believers and a core component of our 
spiritual formation as followers of Jesus.   
 

The Saturday Men's Bible Study will resume this upcoming 

Saturday (August 21st) at 8:00 am in the Parish Hall.  Contact is Kurt Fuqua. 

Info Meeting - August 24 (6pm) in Bethany Youth Room 
for 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering July 8-13, 2022 

(Houston, Texas) 
Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering 

provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to come together as a 
community of God’s people to be encouraged in their walk with Jesus Christ and learn 
about the Christian faith and their Lutheran identity.  
 

Bethany is holding an info meeting on Tuesday, August 24th at 6:00PM in the Youth 
Room. You will hear more about what the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering offers, travel 
plans, expenses, and more. If you are interested, I highly encourage you to attend the 
meeting. If you cannot attend, please contact me to set up a time to meet one-on-one. A 
few items of importance to know prior to the meeting: 

 The registration fee for the LCMS Youth Gathering is $395 per participant. 

 Registration materials will be made available in September via email and the 
Bethany website.  

 Registration and registration fee of $395 will be due by October 24th. (Registration 
will not be accepted after October 24th, NO EXCEPTIONS) 

The Youth Gathering is a long-standing tradition in the LCMS. It focuses on the spiritual 
formation of your child in a safe and fun manner and we are beyond excited to begin 
planning with you and your youth! – Kayleigh Lopez, klopez@bethanylutheran.org  
 

For Youth interested, please touch base with Mike Ellis, HC Youth Director

mailto:klopez@bethanylutheran.org
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) 

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 
 

 - This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church  - 
 

Today 8/15 9:45 am Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study 

  11:00 am Traditional Worship Service with HC 

Monday 8/16 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm Boy Scouts 

Tuesday 8/17 10:00 am MAC 

10:00 am - noon Food Pantry 

Wednesday 8/18 7:00 pm S'More Stories (Bethany Lutheran) 

Thursday  8/19 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Salam Ministries 

Friday 8/20   

Saturday 8/21 8:00 am Men's Bible Study (restarts this Saturday) 

Sunday 8/22 9:45 am Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study  

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 
 

   
 

Pray for healing and recovery  

for those who have recently been injured, had or going to have surgery, been 

hospitalized or are suffering from a medical condition. 
 

 

 GriefShare Update 
Bethany Lutheran will be starting a new session of GriefShare Support 

Group on Sunday, August 29th (1pm - 2:30pm) in the Multi-Purpose 

Room #215). GriefShare is a 13-week DVD/discussion based class for 

those who are experiencing the grief of losing a loved one, or some 

other major loss in one’s life. If you are interested, or know of any individuals who might 

benefit from a support group of this nature, or have any questions, please contact Karl 

Fink (DCE, Bethany Lutheran) at kfink@bethanylutheran.org or 562.421.4711 ext. 19 

(Bethany Lutheran Church Office). 


