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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 
 

9
th 

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                         JULY 25, 2021 
 
 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

PRELUDE: 

 
WELCOME: 

 
OPENING HYMN:                          “Be Thou My Vision”                  

 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Based on Ephesians 1:3-4) 
 

Leader:   Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

People:   Who chose us to be holy and blameless in His sight.  Amen. 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (Based on Ephesians 4:1-4, 2:4-5 & 10) 
 

Leader:   Almighty God, You have commanded us to live a life  

  worthy of the calling we have received  

  by being completely humble and gentle;  

  patient and bearing with one another in love.   
 

People:   I confess that I have not continually lived such a life.   

  I have often been haughty and proud, intolerant and judgmental;  

  regularly I lack patience and often I have not let Your love, O God,  

  have its way with me, so my love for others has failed.   

  Forgive my sins, be gracious and merciful to me  

  for the sake of Christ;  

  and through the Spirit’s power enable me to walk in Your ways  

  and delight in Your will to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Leader:   God is rich in mercy!  He has made you alive in Christ  

  even when you were dead in transgressions.   

  By grace you have been saved!   

  Now go as His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus,  

  to live a life in and for Him. 

 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Genesis 9:8-17 
 

God also said to Noah and his sons, “I am going to make my promise  to you, your 

descendants, and every living being that is with you—birds, domestic animals, and all the 

wild animals, all those that came out of the ship—every living thing on earth.  I am 

making my promise to you.  Never again will all life be killed by floodwaters.  Never 

again will there be a flood that destroys the earth.” 
 

God said, “This is the sign of the promise I am giving to you and every living being that 

is with you for generations to come.  I will put my rainbow in the clouds to be a sign of 

my promise to the earth.  Whenever I form clouds over the earth, a rainbow will appear in 

the clouds.  Then I will remember my promise to you and every living animal.  Never 

again will water become a flood to destroy all life.  Whenever the rainbow appears in the 

clouds, I will see it and remember my everlasting promise to every living animal on 

earth.” 
 

So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the promise I am making to all life on earth.”  

 –  GW® 
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Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

This is the reason I kneel in the presence of the Father from whom all the family in 

heaven and on earth receives its name.  I’m asking God to give you a gift from the wealth 

of his glory.  I pray that he would give you inner strength and power through his Spirit. 

Then Christ will live in you through faith.  I also pray that love may be the ground into 

which you sink your roots and on which you have your foundation.  This way, with all of 

God’s people you will be able to understand how wide, long, high, and deep his love is.  

You will know Christ’s love, which goes far beyond any knowledge.  I am praying this so 

that you may be completely filled with God. 
 

Glory belongs to God, whose power is at work in us.  By this power he can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory belongs to God in the church and in Christ Jesus 

for all time and eternity!  Amen.  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Mark 6:45-56 

 

Jesus quickly made his disciples get into a boat and cross to Bethsaida ahead of him 

while he sent the people away.  After saying goodbye to them, he went up a mountain to 

pray.  When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and he was alone on the 

land. 
 

Jesus saw that they were in a lot of trouble as they rowed, because they were going 

against the wind.  Between three and six o’clock in the morning, he came to them.  He 

was walking on the sea.  He wanted to pass by them.  When they saw him walking on the 

sea, they thought, “It’s a ghost!” and they began to scream.  All of them saw him and 

were terrified. 
 

Immediately, he said, “Calm down!  It’s me.  Don’t be afraid!”  He got into the boat with 

them, and the wind stopped blowing.  The disciples were astounded.  (They didn’t 

understand what had happened with the loaves of bread.  Instead, their minds were 

closed.) They crossed the sea, came to shore at Gennesaret, and anchored there. 
 

As soon as they stepped out of the boat, the people recognized Jesus.  They ran all over 

the countryside and began to carry the sick on cots to any place where they heard he was. 

Whenever he would go into villages, cities, or farms, people would put their sick in the 
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marketplaces.  They begged him to let them touch the edge of his clothes.  Everyone who 

touched his clothes was made well.  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
SERMON HYMN:                           “By Grace I'm Saved”                                 LSB 566 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON:   

                         
HYMN OF THE DAY:      “How Deep the Father's Love for Us”       
   

Verse 1 
 

How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 
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Verse 2 
 

Behold the Man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 

 

Verse 3 
 

I will not boast in anything 

No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 

 
NICENE CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   

  Through him all things were made.   

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  

   by the power of the Holy Spirit  

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.    

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

   he suffered death and was buried.   

   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
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  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   

  He has spoken through the prophets.   

  We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.   

  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

  Amen. 

 

+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

OFFERING:   

 

OFFERING PRAYER:  (Based on Ephesians 1:17) 
 

Leader:   Gracious God receive these our tithes and offerings 

  and through them fund and support ministry here  

  through which You give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,  

  that we might know You better.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

       Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

THE BLESSING:  (Based on Ephesians 3:16-18) 
 

Leader:   May He strength you with power through His Spirit in your inner being,  

  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith  

  and you, being rooted and established in love,  

  may have power together with all the saints to grasp  

  how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ. 



 7 

CLOSING HYMN:                     “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”                                 LSB 715 

 

 

 

 
 
SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer        Pianist: Ken Culley  Scripture Reader: Phil Bright  

Ushers:  Jim Coontz and Mark Ruhl Powerpoint Operator: Richard Staley  
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 
 

“Be Thou My Vision”  CCLI Song #7056332 - Eleanor Henrietta Hull | Mary Elizabeth Byrne | Russell Mauldin  

© Words: Public Domain, Music: 2010 Belden Street Music Publishing (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC)  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21068936 
 

“By Grace I'm Saved”  LSB566 (verses 1 and 6) 

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

“How Deep the Father's Love for us”  CCLI Song # 1558110 - Stuart Townend 

© 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21068936 
 

“Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”  LSB 715  
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER 

When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where 

photography, video and audio recording may occur.  Refer to posted signage dated 2021. 
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 We ask that as we return to a new normal,  
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.  

Facemasks are recommended in accordance with local, county & state guidelines. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

For Your Summer Worship Preparation 
Aug 1

st
 - Eph. 4:1-16 Aug 8

th
 - Eph. 4:17-5:2 Aug 15

th
 - Eph. 5:6-21 

Aug 22
nd

 - Eph. 5:22-33  Aug 29
th

 - Eph. 6:10-20   Sep 5
th

 - Eph. 6:23-24 

 

 

COUCH CONVERSATIONS 
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to have some couch conversations 

about our text and theme for worship:  Ephesians 3:14-21 ~ Today in our reading from 

Ephesians, Paul offers a heartfelt prayer.  He prays that God would give blessings, strength and 

power and that love would be the foundation into which we are 

rooted.  These blessings and this foundation form and fashion us to 

hold onto by faith the mysteries of the love of God.  

- Why is a good foundation important? (See Matthew 4:24-29) 

- What makes the love of God hard to understand sometimes? 

- In verses 20 & 21 Paul gives all glory to God for the love shown 

to us.  Use your own words to give praise to God for all he has 

done.  Share what you wrote with someone special or share it on social media to remind 

others of this great love. 
 

Communicating the Gospel Cross Culturally 
Please join us for the upcoming training "Communicating the Gospel Cross Culturally" led by 

Pastor Nadar.  We will meet in the Parish Hall Tuesday, August 3rd from 1:00 - 4:00 pm. Look 

around us. We come in contact everyday with God's children of other cultures. It could not be 

more timely for us to equip ourselves to share the Good News with them! See you there!  RSVP 

if you can - Contact is Carol Doss 714/220-3995.  Last minute attendance is welcome also. 
 

In Person Bible Discovery Begins August 1st! 
In the letter to the Hebrews we read, “And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together…but 
encouraging one another, all the more.” (Hebrews 10:24-25). The study of 
God’s Word is an important discipline in the life of all believers and a core 
component of our spiritual formation as followers of Jesus.  While the 
pandemic disrupted our regular Sunday morning spiritual formation opportunities, it is time 
once again to “stir one another to love and good works.”  Please join us in person for a 50-
minute session on the lessons of the day every Sunday morning.   
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) 

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 
 

 - This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church  - 
 

Today 7/25 11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

Monday 7/26 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Boy Scouts 

Tuesday 7/27 10:00 am MAC 

10:00 am - noon Food Pantry 

Wednesday 7/28 7:00 pm S'More Stories is back this week at Bethany 

Thursday  7/29 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Salam Ministries 

Friday 7/30   

Saturday 7/31 8:00 am Men's Bible Study 

Details to come "Staycation with Jesus!" begins  

Sunday 8/1 9:45 am Sunday School, Youth Group & Bible Study  

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service with HC 

 
 

Pray for healing and recovery for those who have recently had an injury, 

surgery, been in the hospital or are suffering from a medical condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STAYCATION WITH JESUS 

This summer Bethany invites Holy Cross to take a "Staycation with Jesus" 

and learn what it means to be home with the Lord. 

"Staycation with Jesus" 

will get you and your household talking, sharing, praying and playing together  

and don’t worry, won’t have to stay home the whole week! 

More information and a date for Bethany's website launch will be coming soon. 


