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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 

 

7
th 

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                         JULY 11, 2021 
 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

PRELUDE: 
 

WELCOME: 
 

OPENING HYMN:                 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                      LSB 790 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Based on Ephesians 1:3-4) 
 

Leader:   Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

People:   Who chose us to be holy and blameless in His sight.  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (Based on Ephesians 4:1-4, 2:4-5 & 10) 
 

Leader:   Almighty God, You have commanded us to live a life  

  worthy of the calling we have received  

  by being completely humble and gentle;  

  patient and bearing with one another in love.   
 

People:   I confess that I have not continually lived such a life.   

  I have often been haughty and proud, intolerant and judgmental;  

  regularly I lack patience and often I have not let Your love, O God,  

  have its way with me, so my love for others has failed.   

  Forgive my sins, be gracious and merciful to me  

  for the sake of Christ;  

  and through the Spirit’s power enable me to walk in Your ways  

  and delight in Your will to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Leader:   God is rich in mercy!  He has made you alive in Christ  

  even when you were dead in transgressions.   

  By grace you have been saved!   

  Now go as His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus,  

  to live a life in and for Him. 
 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Ephesians 1:3-14 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  Through Christ, God has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing that heaven has to offer.  Before the creation of the world, 

He chose us through Christ to be holy and perfect in His presence.  Because of His love 

He had already decided to adopt us through Jesus Christ.  He freely chose to do this so 

that the kindness  He had given us in His dear Son would be praised and given glory. 
 

Through the blood of His Son, we are set free from our sins.  God forgives our failures 

because of His overflowing kindness.  He poured out His kindness by giving us every 

kind of wisdom and insight when He revealed the mystery of His plan to us.  He had 

decided to do this through Christ.  He planned to bring all of history to its goal in Christ.  

Then Christ would be the head of everything in heaven and on earth.  God also decided 

ahead of time to choose us through Christ according to His plan, which makes everything 
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work the way He intends.  He planned all of this so that we who had already focused our 

hope on Christ would praise Him and give Him glory. 
 

You heard and believed the message of truth, the Good News that he has saved you.  In 

him you were sealed with the Holy Spirit whom he promised.  This Holy Spirit is the 

guarantee that we will receive our inheritance.  We have this guarantee until we are set 

free to belong to him.  God receives praise and glory for this.  –  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard about Jesus, because Jesus’ name had become well-known.  Some 

people were saying, “John the Baptizer has come back to life.  That’s why he has the 

power to perform these miracles.”  Others said, “He is Elijah.”  Still others said, “He is a 

prophet like one of the other prophets.”  But when Herod heard about it, he said, “I had 

John’s head cut off, and he has come back to life!” 
 

Herod had sent men who had arrested John, tied him up, and put him in prison.  Herod 

did that for Herodias, whom he had married.  (She used to be his brother Philip’s wife.)  

John had been telling Herod, “It’s not right for you to be married to your brother’s wife.” 
 

So Herodias held a grudge against John and wanted to kill him.  But she wasn’t allowed 

to do it because Herod was afraid of John.  Herod knew that John was a fair and holy 

man, so he protected him.  When he listened to John, he would become very disturbed, 

and yet he liked to listen to him. 
 

An opportunity finally came on Herod’s birthday.  Herod gave a dinner for his top 

officials, army officers, and the most important people of Galilee.  His daughter, that is, 

Herodias’ daughter, came in and danced.  Herod and his guests were delighted with her. 

The king told the girl, “Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you.”  He swore 

an oath to her:  “I’ll give you anything you ask for, up to half of my kingdom.” 
 

So she went out and asked her mother, “What should I ask for?” 
 

Her mother said, “Ask for the head of John the Baptizer.” 
 

So the girl hurried back to the king with her request.  She said, “I want you to give me the 

head of John the Baptizer on a platter at once.” The king deeply regretted his promise.  

But because of his oath and his guests, he didn’t want to refuse her.  Immediately, the 

king sent a guard and ordered him to bring John’s head.  The guard cut off John’s head in 

prison.  Then he brought the head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it 

to her mother. 
 

When John’s disciples heard about this, they came for his body and laid it in a tomb.  
– GW® 
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Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN:                          “By Grace I'm Saved”                                  LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON:   “Props and Praises” 

                        Text:  Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:           “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”             LSB 686  
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NICENE CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   

 Through him all things were made.   

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.    

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.   

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
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 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   

 He has spoken through the prophets.   

 We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.   

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

OFFERING:   
 

OFFERING PRAYER:  (Based on Ephesians 1:17) 
 

Leader:   Gracious God received these our tithes and offerings 

  and through them fund and support ministry here  

  through which You give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,  

  that we might know You better.  Amen. 
 

+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

THE BLESSING:  (Based on Ephesians 3:16-18) 
 

Leader:   May He strength you with power through His Spirit in your inner being,  

  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith  

  and you, being rooted and established in love,  

  may have power together with all the saints to grasp  

  how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:        “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”            LSB 805  

       (Sing 3 times) 
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher: Pastor Mark Siegert         Scripture Reader: Lily Ellis 

Pianist: Ken Culley    Ushers:  Jim Coontz and Les Friend 

Powerpoint Operator: Jean Stone  
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 
 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  LSB 790 

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

“By Grace I'm Saved” LSB 566  (verses 1 and 4) 
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  LSB 868 

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  LSB 805 

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER 
 

When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where 

photography, video and audio recording may occur.  Refer to posted signage dated 2021. 
 

 

 We ask that as we return to a new normal,  
that people do their best and continue to be aware of social distancing.  

Facemasks are recommended in accordance with local, county & state guidelines. 
 

          

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

In the Summer Worship Series, we go through the letter on liberty 

penned by St. Paul while in prison in Rome. Unity, Blessedness 

and our “chosen-ness” are all quintessential teachings in Paul’s 

letter to the Ephesians.  Yet, the text is ultimately a celebration of 

the spiritual liberty and freedom that belong to the people of God.  

In Christ, by grace through faith, we have been set free from the powers of guilt, the 

grave and the guile of the evil one and we have been recreated in Christ to use our liberty 

in loving service to our Lord, one another, and the world for which He died. 
 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS 

SERMONS AGAIN, You can view them on our website at: 

 https://www.holycrosscypress.com/worship-bulletins/ 
                                   

https://www.holycrosscypress.com/worship-bulletins/
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This summer as Bethany's Theology on Tap 1517 podcast 

takes a break, you can fill your podcast listening void with 

this new podcast from Lutheran Hour Ministries.   

Listen to “The (Im)partial Church” and join the conversation 

about: How to embrace other cultures well, How to celebrate diversity and much more.   

Go to: https://www.lhm.org/podcasts/default.asp 
 

S'MORE STORIES - Wednesday, July 14 at 7:00pm 
Join us on Facebook Live to sing some songs, hear a story, spend 

time in prayer and get s'more Jesus at the end of the day.  This 

event is for all ages but kids are going to love it.  Follow the 

Bethany Lutheran Page at: https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/ 
 

  

This Summer the assigned Gospel Readings through July 25
th

 are from the Book of 

Mark.  We invite you to read the assigned texts each week and then reflect on some 

questions.  To begin the journey, we invite you to watch a video from the Bible Project 

that sets up the Gospel of Mark,  and gives some wonderful overviews of the themes and 

stories that are contained in it.  The study  guide  for  the  summer  is at  this  link: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n8sjXR9WnDgPN5pQPm9K5MpjlybVli6C/view?usp=sharing 

 

STAYCATION WITH JESUS 
July 31st thru August 9th! 

This summer Bethany invites you to take a staycation 

with Jesus and learn what it means to be home with the 

Lord.  Our staycation will get you and your household 

talking, sharing, praying and playing together and don’t 

worry, you won’t have to stay home the whole week!  

The fun begins July 31
st
 and goes through August 9

th
.  

More information and a date for the Bethany website 

launch will be coming soon.  
 

COUCH CONVERSATIONS 
Take some time this week with your family, or on your 

own, to have some couch conversations about our text and 

theme for worship:  Ephesians 1:3-14 ~ Today we continue 

to look at Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  In this section we 

read the words “chose” & “choose” a few times.  It is 

important to remember that God is the one who chooses us, 

we don’t choose him. Because God chooses us, even when we are filled with sin, he 

gives us freedom and forgiveness.  Why did God choose you?  (See verses 5 & 6), How 

have we been set free?  (See verse 7), Because you have been chosen and set free, what 

are you free to do?, and How can you use your freedom in Christ this week?  

https://www.lhm.org/podcasts/default.asp
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n8sjXR9WnDgPN5pQPm9K5MpjlybVli6C/view?usp=sharing
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) 

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 
 

 - This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church  - 
 

Today 7/11 11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

After Worship Service Congregational Meeting in the Sanctuary 

Monday 7/12 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Boy Scouts 

Tuesday 7/13 10:00 am MAC 

10:00 am - noon Food Pantry 

Wednesday 7/14 7:00 pm S'more Stories hosted by Bethany Lutheran 

Thursday  7/15 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Salam Ministries 

  7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Boy Scouts OA (every 3rd Thursday) 

Saturday 7/17 8:00 am Men's Bible Study 

Sunday 7/18 11:00 am Traditional Worship Service with HC 

**** Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board. **** 

 
A congregational meeting is scheduled today, immediately following the 
11:00 am Worship Service in the sanctuary.  Meeting agenda includes the 
2nd reading of bylaws.   
 

 

 
  

We are updating the Holy Cross Church Member Directory and would 

appreciate your help. Please complete the "Holy Cross Church Member 

Directory 2021" form and submit to the Church Office by July 30th. Only 

complete the fields which you are willing to have published in the directory.  

Forms are available in the Narthex and the Church Office. Only church 

members will have access to the directory.  If you have any questions, please 

contact the Church Office or Ethel Bowman. Thank you! 


