Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630
www.holycrosscypress.com
(714) 527-7225
5th SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 2, 2021

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME:
OPENING HYMN:

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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INVOCATION:
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

Leader:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People:

who made heaven and earth.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

People:

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Leader:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

People:

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Leader:

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our
prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People:

Amen.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
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Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD forever. – KJV®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 4:4-11

Dear

children, you belong to God. So you have won the victory over these people,
because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. These people
belong to the world. That’s why they speak the thoughts of the world, and the world
listens to them. We belong to God. The person who knows God listens to us. Whoever
doesn’t belong to God doesn’t listen to us. That’s how we can tell the Spirit of truth from
the spirit of lies.
Dear friends, we must love each other because love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born from God and knows God. The person who doesn’t love doesn’t
know God, because God is love. God has shown us his love by sending his only Son into
the world so that we could have life through him. This is love: not that we have loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the payment for our sins. Dear friends, if
this is the way God loved us, we must also love each other. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:11-15; 18

“I am the good shepherd.

The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. A hired hand
isn’t a shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep. When he sees a wolf coming, he abandons
the sheep and quickly runs away. So the wolf drags the sheep away and scatters the
flock. The hired hand is concerned about what he’s going to get paid and not about the
sheep.
“I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep as the Father knows me. My sheep know me
as I know the Father. So I give my life for my sheep... No one takes my life from me. I
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give my life of my own free will. I have the authority to give my life, and I have the
authority to take my life back again. This is what my Father ordered me to do.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN:

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
(Verses 1-4, and 6)

SERMON: “Cancelling Jesus”
APOSTLE’S CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:

+ The Service of Holy Communion +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament. God
intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior,
desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession.
PREFACE:
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Leader:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them to the Lord.

Leader:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
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Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity,
all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
SANCTUS:

“Holy, Holy, Holy"
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(Divine Service, Setting Four)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:
Leader:

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,
who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
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We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through
Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and
drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings forgiveness, life,
and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:
Leader:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Leader:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People:

Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER:
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER:
Leader:

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
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You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:

Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THE BLESSING:
Leader:

Let us bless the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

Leader:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

People:

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN:

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
(Verses 1-2, 7 and 8)
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer
Pianist: Kevin Bowers
Powerpoint Operator: Don Plog

Scripture Reader: Ashlyn Bowman
Ushers: Mark and Liz Ruhl
Recorder of Service: Carol Doss

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425
"Holy, Holy, Holy" LSB 507
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"The King of Love My Shepherd Is" (verses 1-4 and 6) LSB 709
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"I Know That My Redeemer Lives" (verses 1-2, 7 and 8) LSB 461
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER:
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where
photography, video and audio recording may occur. Refer to posted signage dated 2021.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS
SERMONS AGAIN, You can view them on our website at:

https://www.holycrosscypress.com/worship-bulletins/
COUCH CONVERSATIONS: Take some time this week with






your family, or on your own, to have some couch conversations
about our text and theme for worship: John 10:11-18 ~ Today
we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday. In our Gospel lesson Jesus
calls himself the good shepherd who gives his life for the sheep.
Jesus is more than just a hired hand; he is fully committed and
has done everything to save his sheep (that's us).
The Good Shepherd knows his sheep! How does that bring you comfort or peace?
Why did Jesus have to lay down his life?
What are the benefits of being led by the Good Shepherd?
Who do you think the other sheep are who are not part of this sheep pen?

To sign-up for altar flowers, please complete the "Flower Chart for
2021" form. The form with additional details and envelope is
available in the Narthex and the Church Office. Cost is $25.00 for
flowers in advance, with check made payable to Holy Cross LWML.
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Living Way Bible Study
The Study of Matthew continues thru June 23rd.
The Bible Study is held every Wednesday in the Parish Hall from 1:00–2:30pm.
If you have any questions, please contact Sue Fuqua.
* May 5–Lesson 20 * May 12–Lesson 21 * May 19–Lesson 22 * May 26–Lesson 23 *
ADULT BIBLE DISCOVERY: This started April 11th but it is not TOO LATE
to join… this is a new series of weekly online Adult Bible Discovery lessons that
you can do on your own and at your own pace. Each lesson contains a short
audio message, a video, and some reflection questions. There are more resources
in each lesson so you can dig deeper if you desire. Just click on Bible Discovery
Resources on the Bethany website (http://www.bethanylutheran.org/) to find links
to the lessons. Each week’s lesson stands alone, so you can join any time.
This week’s lesson is titled Rescued for a Purpose and can be found here:
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/meaning-of-sacrifice/
We will be using material from BibleProject, which is a non-profit animation studio that
produces short-form, fully animated videos to make the biblical story accessible to everyone,
everywhere. They create videos, podcasts, and study guides that explore the Bible's unified story
by focusing on its overarching themes and each book's literary design. They are committed to
understanding the Bible in its historical context and communicating its wisdom for the modern
world. You can get an overview of their work by watching this short videohttps://youtu.be/vFwNZNyDu9k.

Wednesday's at 7:00 pm
Join Pastor Seth, Kayleigh and our furry friend Rosie on
Facebook Live to sing some songs, hear a story, spend time
in prayer and get s'more Jesus at the end of the day.

Follow the Bethany Lutheran Page at
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/

“Joining Jesus On His Mission”
Learn how you can join Jesus in His mission every day by reading
and discussing the book “Joining Jesus On His Mission” by Pastor
Greg Finke. The book study is on Sunday at 10:00 am in the Parish
Hall. The study began March 7th, but you can still join! Books are
still available - contact the church office. Material is also available
for you to join the journey at your own pace on-line via the
Bethany website (http://www.bethanylutheran.org - select "Bible Discovery Resources").
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Mother’s Day is next Sunday! Use Scrip to make Mom’s day special. We
have Barnes and Noble for the book lover; Michael's and Jo-Ann's Fabrics
for the crafter and puzzler; Cold Stone for the ice cream lover; Bath and
Body to pamper her; lots of restaurants and more! You can give mom a gift
card, or make it more personal by using gift cards to purchase gifts for her.
Just contact Liz Ruhl (mruhl7777@aol.com) or the Church Office.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE:
Please join Bethany’s Operation Christmas Child Committee in giving thanks for
the following: From the Fullerton Processing Center, shoeboxes were shipped to
the following countries: Mongolia, Philippines, Ecuador, Peru, Pacific islands,
Ukraine, and a hard-to-reach country (country’s name not disclosed because of
the risk of persecution to our ministry partners.) Because of COVID restrictions
in California, the Fullerton Collection Center closed earlier than anticipated and
the remaining shoebox gifts were transported to Processing Centers in Dallas,
Denver and Boone, North Carolina. From these locations, boxes were shipped to Mexico, Lesotho,
Gabon, Togo, Madagascar, Haiti, Liberia, 4 Native American tribes, South Africa and 3 hardto-reach-countries.
One of the goals of the committee is to collect items each month in preparation for our 2021
packing parties in November (one for our students and another for congregation members.) During
the month of MAY, would you help us with donations of soap, washcloths, combs, brushes, nail
clippers, and stuffed animals like beanie-babies? Look for the Operation Christmas Child container
in the narthex. Additionally, would you pray that more children, together with their families, would
come to know the love and hope found in Christ Jesus through these shoebox gifts? If you have any
questions, contact the Holy Cross church office (hcsecretary@yahoo.com or 714/527-7225).

Adventure Card Fundraiser
Help support Troop 657 & 657G by purchasing an Adventure Card
from Mikayla or Brady Bowman at Sunday services until Sunday, May
9th. This year the discount cards are $10 and every card has offers for
the following locations - Smart & Final, Dick's Sporting Goods, Buffalo
Wild Wings, Papa John's, Carl's Jr., Aquarium of the Pacific as well as
hundreds of coupons nationwide if you download the app! Thank you, Troop 657 & 657G

The Podcast is Back!!- Season three of Theology on Tap begins later
this month. The theme will be “The Body of Christ” and we will chat
about what it is, what it does and why it’s so important. The whole
crew is back for season three, so grab yourself a cold beer, warm
glass of milk or hot cup of tea bottle of water, whatever you would
like, pull up a chair and join us as we chat about the Body of Christ.
Share and subscribe to the podcast at:
https://anchor.fm/theologyontap
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol)
Today
5/2
10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Worship Service with HC
Monday
5/3
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Boy Scouts
Tuesday
5/4
9:00 am - noon
555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7)
10:00 am - noon
Food Pantry
10:00 am
MAC
Wednesday 5/5
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm Matthew Bible Study
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Leadership Team Meeting
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Choir/Worship Team
7:00 PM
S'more Stories hosted by Bethany Lutheran
Thursday
5/6
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Salam Ministries
7:00 pm
National Day of Prayer Event at Bethany
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

5/7
5/8
5/9

8:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Men's Bible Study
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.
Mark your calendar! A Congregational Meeting and luncheon
is scheduled for May 16th at noon, immediately following the 11:00 am
Worship Service. Meeting agenda includes a proposed change to the by-laws.
Holy Cross is invited to join Bethany Lutheran for
a National Day of Prayer Event on
Thursday, May 6th at 7:00PM
in the Sanctuary at Bethany Lutheran
Theme is “LORD pour out your Love, Life and Liberty”
*This event is inside the Sanctuary at Bethany Lutheran; please wear your facemasks and be
respectful of social distancing. Your health & safety and for those leading this event are of our
utmost concern, thank you. – Bethany Lutheran Community Impact Committee
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