Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630
www.holycrosscypress.com
(714) 527-7225
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 25, 2021

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME:
OPENING HYMN:

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
(verses 1, 3 and 4)
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INVOCATION:
Leader:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

Leader:

Beloved in the Lord!
Let us draw near with a true heart
and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People:

who made heaven and earth.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

People:

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

Leader:

O almighty God, Merciful Father,

People:

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Leader:

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.
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+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 4:1-12

Some priests, the officer in charge of the temple guards, and some Sadducees approached
Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. These religious authorities were
greatly annoyed. Peter and John were teaching the people and spreading the message that
the dead will come back to life through Jesus. So the temple guards arrested them. Since
it was already evening, they put Peter and John in jail until the next day.
But many of those who had heard the message became believers, so the number of men
who believed grew to about 5,000.
The next day the Jewish rulers, the leaders, and the experts in Moses’ Teachings met in
Jerusalem. The chief priest Annas, Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and the rest of the chief
priest’s family were present. They made Peter and John stand in front of them and then
asked, “By what power or in whose name did you do this?”
Then Peter, because he was filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and leaders
of the people, today you are cross-examining us about the good we did for a crippled
man. You want to know how he was made well. You and all the people of Israel must
understand that this man stands in your presence with a healthy body because of the
power of Jesus Christ from Nazareth. You crucified Jesus Christ, but God has brought
him back to life. He is the stone that the builders rejected, the stone that has become the
cornerstone. No one else can save us. Indeed, we can be saved only by the power of the
one named Jesus and not by any other person.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 3:16-24

We understand what love is when we realize that Christ gave his life for us.

That means
we must give our lives for other believers. Now, suppose a person has enough to live on
and notices another believer in need. How can God’s love be in that person if he doesn’t
bother to help the other believer? Dear children, we must show love through actions that
are sincere, not through empty words.
This is how we will know that we belong to the truth and how we will be reassured in his
presence. Whenever our conscience condemns us, we will be reassured that God is
greater than our conscience and knows everything. Dear friends, if our conscience
doesn’t condemn us, we can boldly look to God and receive from him anything we ask.
We receive it because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. This is his
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commandment: to believe in his Son, the one named Jesus Christ, and to love each other
as he commanded us. Those who obey Christ’s commandments live in God, and God
lives in them. We know that he lives in us because he has given us the Spirit. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:11-18

“I am the good shepherd.

The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. A hired hand
isn’t a shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep. When he sees a wolf coming, he abandons
the sheep and quickly runs away. So the wolf drags the sheep away and scatters the
flock. The hired hand is concerned about what he’s going to get paid and not about the
sheep.
“I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep as the Father knows me. My sheep know me
as I know the Father. So I give my life for my sheep. I also have other sheep that are not
from this pen. I must lead them. They, too, will respond to my voice. So they will be
one flock with one shepherd. The Father loves me because I give my life in order to take
it back again. No one takes my life from me. I give my life of my own free will. I have
the authority to give my life, and I have the authority to take my life back again. This is
what my Father ordered me to do.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN:

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
(verses 1-3)
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SERMON:
ANTHEM:

“Mighty to Save" (Hillsong)

Worship Team

NICENE CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
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He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THE BLESSING:
Leader:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

People:

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN:

“How Great Thou Art”

LSB 801

(verses 1-4)

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Kyle Blake
Organist: Kenneth Culley
Ushers: Kevin Helm and Mark Hennings
Powerpoint Operator: Richard Staley

Scripture Reader: Phil Bright
Keyboard: William Morrison
Recorder of Service: Grace Hennings
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425
"Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" (verses 1, 3 and 4) LSB 686
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" (verses 1-3) LSB 790
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"How Great Thou Art" (verses 1-4) LSB 801
Text & Tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. (*)

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER:
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where
photography, video and audio recording may occur. Refer to posted signage dated 2021.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS
SERMONS AGAIN, You can view them on our website at:

https://www.holycrosscypress.com/worship-bulletins/







Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to
have some couch conversations about our text and theme for
worship: 1 John 3:16-24 - The New Testament lesson for today
reminds us that Jesus loves all people. His love has no strings
attached and is given freely to all. Christ then calls us to love
others with that same love.
Why can it be hard to love others?
Who is that person or group of people that you find it hard to love?
How does it make you feel that Jesus loves them no matter how you feel about them?
What does this say about who Jesus is and what plans he has for His created children?
What is one thing you can do this week to help you find ways to love your neighbors?

Wednesday's at 7:00 pm
Join Pastor Seth, Kayleigh and our furry friend Rosie on
Facebook Live to sing some songs, hear a story, spend time in
prayer and get s'more Jesus at the end of the day.

Follow the Bethany Lutheran Page at:
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/

Living Way Bible Study
The Living Way Bible Study resumed on April 7th, but you can always join. The Bible Study is
held every Wednesday in the Parish Hall from 1:00–2:30pm. The Study of Matthew continues
thru June 23rd. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Fuqua. Hope to see you there!
* April 28–Lesson 19 * May 5–Lesson 20 * April 12–Lesson 21 *
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol)
Today
4/25 10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Worship Service
Monday
4/26 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Boy Scouts
Tuesday
4/27 9:00 am - noon
555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7)
10:00 am - noon
Food Pantry
10:00 am
MAC
Wednesday 4/28 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Matthew Bible Study
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Choir/Worship Team
7:00 PM
S'more Stories hosted by Bethany Lutheran
Thursday
4/29 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm Salam Ministries
Friday
4/30
Saturday
5/1
8:00 am
Men's Bible Study
Sunday
5/2
10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Worship Service with HC
Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.
To sign-up for altar flowers, please complete the "Flower Chart for
2021" form. The form with additional details and envelope are
available in the Narthex and the Church Office. Cost is $25.00 for
flowers in advance, with check made payable to Holy Cross LWML.
Mark your calendar! A Congregational Meeting is scheduled for
May 16th immediately following the 11:00 am Worship Service.

Adventure Card Fundraiser
Holy Cross Scouts BSA Troops 657 & 657G are having their annual
Adventure Card fundraiser. Adventure Cards are discount cards that
Scouts sell to raise money for their summer adventures! This year
the cards are $10 and every card has offers for the following
locations - Smart & Final, Dick's Sporting Goods, Buffalo Wild Wings, Papa John's, Carl's Jr.,
Aquarium of the Pacific as well as hundreds of coupons nationwide if you download the app!
You can help support Troop 657 & 657G by purchasing a card from Mikayla or Brady Bowman
at Sunday services until Sunday, May 9th. Thank you, Troop 657 & 657G
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