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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 
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nd

 SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                      APRIL 11, 2021 

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

WELCOME: 

 

 

OPENING HYMN:               “O Sons and Daughters of the King”                    LSB 470               
(verses 2, 8-9) 

 

 

 
 

 

INVOCATION: 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

People: Amen. 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,  

 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 
 

People: Most merciful God,  

  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.   

  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done and by what we have left undone.   

  We have not loved You with our whole heart;  

  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.   

  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   

  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you  

  and for His sake forgives you all your sins.   

  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,   

  I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father,  

  and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

People: Amen. 

 

 

KYRIE:                
 

Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

  And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

  let us pray to the Lord. 
 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

People: Amen. 
                                         
 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Acts 4:32-35 
 

The whole group of believers lived in harmony.  No one called any of his possessions his 

own.  Instead, they shared everything. 
 

With great power the apostles continued to testify that the Lord Jesus had come back to 

life.  God’s abundant good will  was with all of them.  None of them needed anything. 

From time to time, people sold land or houses and brought the money to the apostles. 

Then the money was distributed to anyone who needed it.  –  GW® 

   

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   John 20:19-31 
 

That Sunday evening, the disciples were together behind locked doors because they were 

afraid of the Jews.  Jesus stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you!”  

When He said this, He showed them His hands and His side.  The disciples were glad to 

see the Lord. 
 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, so I am sending 

you.”  After He had said this, He breathed on the disciples and said, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit.  Whenever you forgive sins, they are forgiven.  Whenever you don’t forgive them, 

they are not forgiven.” 
 

Thomas, one of the twelve apostles, who was called Didymus, wasn’t with them when 

Jesus came.  The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord.” 
 

Thomas told them, “I refuse to believe this unless I see the nail marks in His hands, put 

my fingers into them, and put my hand into His side.” 
 

A week later Jesus’ disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Even 

though the doors were locked, Jesus stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  

Then Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands.  Take your 

hand, and put it into my side.  Stop doubting, and believe.” 
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Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 
 

Jesus said to Thomas, “You believe because you’ve seen me.  Blessed are those who 

haven’t seen me but believe.” 
 

Jesus performed many other miracles that His disciples saw.  Those miracles are not 

written in this book.  But these miracles have been written so that you will believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and so that you will have life by believing in Him.  

–  GW® 
 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
SERMON HYMN:                     “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”                                 LSB 480  

(verses 1, 4 & 5) 

 

 

 

 
          

 

SERMON:    “Just What We Need”     

                        Text:  John 20     

 

ANTHEM:                          “I Will Rise" (Chris Tomlin)                           Worship Team 
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+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

OFFERING:             
 

VOLUNTARY: 
 

NICENE CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 
 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   

 Through him all things were made.   

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.    

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.   

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   

 He has spoken through the prophets.   

 We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.   

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

THE BLESSING: 
 

Leader:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                  “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty”                   LSB 790                   
(verses 1-3 & 5) 
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher: Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer  Keyboard: William Morrison          

Liturgist: Pastor Mark Siegert  

Scripture Reader: Lily Ellis   Ushers:  Kevin Helm and Mark Hennings 

Powerpoint Operator: Jean Stone  Recorder of Service:  Carol Doss     

 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  (*)Used by permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 
 

"Oh Sons and Daughters of the King"  LSB 470  

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

"He’s Risen, He’s Risen"  LSB 480  

Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. (*) 
 

"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"  LSB 790  

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER: 
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where photography, 

video and audio recording may occur.  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of members involved in 

church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs or video records to recall activities or 

participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used in Holy Cross Church’s 

publications, advertising materials to let others know of our ministry, and/or streaming and website hosting of worship 

services.   

 

By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their 

release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional purposes, advertising, 

inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by Holy Cross Lutheran Church. You release Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church, its clergy, church officers, employees, laity, and each and all persons involved from any liability connected 

with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or sound 

recordings.  

 

By entering the service/event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for payment or royalties in 

connection with any exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other publication of these materials, regardless of the 

purpose. You also waive any right to inspect or approve any photo, video, or audio recording taken by Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church or the person or entity designated to do so by Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

To sign-up for altar flowers, please complete the "Flower Chart for 
2021" form.  The form with additional details and envelopes are 
available in the Narthex and the Church Office.  Cost is $25.00 for 
flowers in advance, with check made payable to Holy Cross LWML. 

 
Celebrating the birthdays of Don Doss (April 14) and his son, Curtis 
Doss (April 12), the altar flowers are donated by Marge Lorenz. 
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Couch Conversations 
Take some time this week with your family, or on your 

own, to have some couch conversations about our text 

and theme for worship: John 20:19-31 

Every year, the week after Easter we read the account of 

Thomas from John 20. This story reminds us just how 

unbelievable the resurrection of Jesus was. Thomas 

wanted proof, not just a story. To break through Thomas's doubt, Jesus comes to him and 

proves that he was alive. After seeing Jesus Thomas confesses, "My Lord and my God!" 

We all want proof sometimes, and Jesus comes to us as well when we need it.  

 Share about a time when you doubted the story of Jesus. 

 What could Jesus do to make you never doubt again? 

 How does Jesus come to us today to take away our doubt? 

 

Living Way Bible Study 
The Living Way bible Study resumed on April 7th, but you can always join in.  The Bible Study 

is held every Wednesday in the Parish Hall from 1:00–2:30pm.  The Study of Matthew 

continues as follows thru June 23rd. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Fuqua.  Hope 

to see you there! 
*  April 14–Lesson 17  *  April 21–Lesson 18  *  April 28–Lesson 19 * 

 
Ashlyn Kaysie Bowman, Brady Aaron Bowman and 

Andrew Vincent Helm will be confirmed as the Confirmation 

Class of 2021 on April 18 in a private ceremony as 

requested by their families. Pastor Kritzer will be assisted by 

the Rev. Dr. Thomas Hendry for the confirmation. Rev. Dr. Hendry is Andrew’s grandfather.   
 

There will be a luncheon directly after the church worship service to honor these students as well 

as the Confirmation Class of 2020. Lunches will be packed individually for safety. 
 

The Confirmation Class of 2020 consisted of Mikayla Bowman, Haley Ellis, Lily Ellis, 

Cooper Tai and Apollo Hada.  We were unable to celebrate their achievement due to COVID 

restrictions so are including them with this year’s class. 
 

We are so proud of these young people. Please join us to congratulate them at lunch on April 18 

 

To check-out tables and chairs, please contact the Church 

Office (714/527-7225 or hcsecretary@yahoo.com).  

Rectangular wood tables, small round tables and brown 

chairs may be checked out for the week, to be returned by 

Sunday.  The large round tables and blue chairs may not be 

removed from the Church premises.   
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Adventure Card Fundraiser 
Holy Cross Scouts BSA Troops 657 & 657G are having 
their annual Adventure Card fundraiser.   
 

What is an Adventure Card you ask?  
Adventure Cards are discount cards that Scouts sell to 
raise money for their summer adventures!  This year 
the cards are $10 and every card has offers for the 
following locations - Smart & Final, Dick's Sporting 

Goods, Buffalo Wild Wings, Papa John's, Carl's Jr., Aquarium of the Pacific as well as hundreds 
of coupons nationwide if you download the app! 
 

You can help support Troop 657 & 657G by purchasing a card from Mikayla or Brady Bowman 
at Sunday services until Sunday, May 9th.   Thank you,  Troop 657 & 657G 

 

Support Holy Cross through Scrip! 
We have scrip that can be purchased for gifts as well as for your use all 

year long.  Over 75 to choose from, including Walgreens, Walmart, 

Wendy's, Applebees, Arby's, Arco, Auto Zone, Barnes & Noble, Bath & 

Body Works, Bear Bucks, Bed Bath & Beyond, Best Buy, Boston market, 

Burger King, and many, many, more.    

Just contact Liz Ruhl (mruhl7777@aol.com) or the Church Office. 

 

Starting April 14th at 7:00 pm, 
S’more Stories will resume   

with Pr. Seth, Kayleigh and our furry friend Rosie. 
 

Join us on Facebook Live to sing some songs, hear a story, 

spend time in prayer and get s'more Jesus at the end of the 

day. This event is for all ages! 
 

 

Follow the Bethany Lutheran Page at: https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/ 

 
Starting April 11th there will be the first of a new 

series of weekly online Adult Bible Discovery lessons 

that you can do on your own and at your own pace.  

Each lesson contains a short audio message, a video, and some reflection questions. 

There are more resources in each lesson so you can dig deeper if you desire. Just click on 

Bible Discovery Resources on the Bethany website to find links to the lessons. Each 

lesson will be stand alone, so you can join any time.  Material is from BibleProject. 

This week’s lesson is titled Faith Through Failure and can be found here: 

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/faithful-through-failure/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/faithful-through-failure/
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) 

(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 
 

This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol) 

Today 4/11 10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm) 

Monday 4/12   

Tuesday 4/13 9:00 am - noon 555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7) 

10:00 am - noon Food Pantry 

10:00 am MAC 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Confirmation (Church Office Conference Room) 

Wednesday 4/14 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Matthew Bible Study resumed on April 7th 

  7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Choir/Worship Team 

  7:00 PM S'more Stories resumes on April 14th 

Thursday  4/15 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm Salam Ministries 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Boy Scouts OA (3rd Thursday) 

Friday 4/16   

Saturday 4/17 8:00 am Men's Bible Study 

Sunday               4/18         

 

10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

10:00 am Confirmation Class of 2021  

(Private Family Ceremony) 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

12:00 noon (after 

Worship Service) 

Luncheon Celebration for Confirmation 

Classes of 2020 and 2021 (all invited) 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm) 

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.   
 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON 

OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can view them on our website at: 

https://www.holycrosscypress.com/worship-bulletins/
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