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EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 4, 2021

Celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
PRAYER OF MEDITATION AND PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Early hasten to the tomb, where they lay His breathless clay.
All is solitude and gloom, Who hath taken Him away?
Christ is risen! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.
PRE-SERVICE:

“He Looked Beyond My Fault (And Saw My Need)”

Instrumental

EASTER ACCLAMATION AND WELCOME:
OPENING PRAYER: (Easter Collect Martin Luther 1533)
Leader:

Almighty God, who through the death of Your Son has destroyed sin and
death and through His resurrection has restored innocence and eternal life that
we, being delivered from the power of the devil, may live in Your kingdom,

People:

Grant that we may believe this truth with our whole heart,
and being firm in faith,
may praise and thank You throughout our lives and through eternity,
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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OPENING HYMN:

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”

LSB 457

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

Through Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, a new day has dawned.
Yet, I admit that like those who came to the tomb that first Easter,
I have been slow to understand God’s Word.
Like the disciples, who when they first heard that Jesus had risen,
I too must confess that I have failed to always trust God’s promises.

People:

I confess before the Lord, that like those who left the graveside
trembling and afraid, I have often sought the living among the dead
and so, I have returned, over and over again, to the same temptations,
addictions and actions which nailed Jesus to the cross.
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For Your own name’s sake, Lord Jesus, forgive me my sins.
As You live, give me life. As You have risen, cause me to rise.
Amen.
Leader:

Jesus is alive! The Victory is Won!
This same Jesus who has conquered sin and the grave
has called me here to witness to the power and truth of His resurrection.
Your forgiveness is certain for Christ is risen!

People:

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

HYMN:

“I Know that My Redeemer Lives”

LBS 461

(Verses 1 - 3, & 7)

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the LORD of Armies will prepare for all people a feast with the best
foods, a banquet with aged wines, with the best foods and the finest wines. On this
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mountain he will remove the veil of grief covering all people and the mask covering all
nations. He will swallow up death forever. The Almighty LORD will wipe away tears
from every face, and he will remove the disgrace of his people from the whole earth.
The LORD has spoken. On that day his people will say, “This is our God; we have waited
for him, and now he will save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him. Let us
rejoice and be glad because he will save us.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Revelations 7:9-17

After these things I saw a large crowd from every nation, tribe, people, and language.
No one was able to count how many people there were. They were standing in front of
the throne and the lamb. They were wearing white robes, holding palm branches in their
hands, and crying out in a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the lamb!”
All the angels stood around the throne with the leaders and the four living creatures.
They bowed in front of the throne with their faces touching the ground, worshiped
God, and said, “Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength be to
our God forever and ever! Amen!”
One of the leaders asked me, “Who are these people wearing white robes, and where did
they come from?”
I answered him, “Sir, you know.” Then he told me,
“These are the people who are coming out of the terrible suffering.
They have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the lamb.
That is why they are in front of the throne of God.
They serve him day and night in his temple.
The one who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.
They will never be hungry or thirsty again.
Neither the sun nor any burning heat will ever overcome them.
The lamb in the center near the throne will be their shepherd.
He will lead them to springs filled with the water of life,
and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-7

When the day of rest—a holy day, was over, Mary from Magdala, Mary (the mother of
James), and Salome bought spices to go and anoint Jesus.
On Sunday they were going to the tomb very early when the sun had just come up. They
said to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”
When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away. It was a very large
stone. As they went into the tomb, they saw a young man. He was dressed in a white
robe and sat on the right side. They were panic-stricken.
The young man said to them, “Don’t panic! You’re looking for Jesus from Nazareth,
who was crucified. He has been brought back to life. He’s not here. Look at the place
where they laid him. Go and tell his disciples and Peter that he’s going ahead of them to
Galilee. There they will see him, just as he told them.” – GW ®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN:

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”
(Verses 1, 3 & 4)
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LBS 525

SERMON: “Limitless Capacity”
“Oh Happy Day”

ANTHEM:

Worship Team

CONFESSION OF FAITH:
Leader:

As a Christian your very life is a daily confession that Jesus, Who was
crucified for your sin, has risen for your salvation.
(Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed from Luther's Small Catechism)

People:

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Leader:

What does this mean?

People:

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,
begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord,
Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and from the power of the devil;
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood
and with His innocent suffering and death,
that I may be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness,
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.
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+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word

+

OFFERING:
PRAYER:
Leader:

O God, You gave Your only Son to suffer death for us,
and by His glorious resurrection
You delivered us from the power of the grave
and promised us eternal life.

People:

Make us die to sin every day, Lord.
As we proclaim in our words that Jesus is alive,
may we also bear witness in our deeds that He,
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
is alive in us and has taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
THE BLESSING:
Leader:

The love of God the Father,
the grace of the Risen Lord Jesus,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us always.

People:

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN:

“Oh for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

LBW 528

(Verses 1-4, & 7)

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Seth Moorman
Liturgist: Pastor Mark Siegert
Scripture Reader: Ashlyn Bowman
Powerpoint Operator: Don Plog

Keyboard: William Morrison
Ushers: Kevin Helm and Mark Hennings
Recorder of Service: Carol Doss
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB License #110000425
"Jesus Christ Is Risen Today" LSB 457
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"I Know That My Redeemer Lives" LSB 461 (verses 1-3 & 7)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"Crown Him with Many Crowns" LSB 525 (verses 1, 3 & 4)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" LSB 528 (verses 1-4 & 7)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER:
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where
photography, video and audio recording may occur.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of members
involved in church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs or video records to
recall activities or participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used in
Holy Cross Church’s publications, advertising materials to let others know of our ministry, and/or
streaming and website hosting of worship services.
By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and
its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional
purposes, advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by Holy Cross Lutheran Church.
You release Holy Cross Lutheran Church, its clergy, church officers, employees, laity, and each and all
persons involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings.
By entering the service/event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for payment or
royalties in connection with any exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other publication of these materials,
regardless of the purpose. You also waive any right to inspect or approve any photo, video, or audio
recording taken by Holy Cross Lutheran Church or the person or entity designated to do so by Holy Cross
Lutheran Church.

ANNOUNCEMENTS




Sunday at Holy Cross begins at 10:00 am with Adult Bible Study (Parish Hall)
and Sunday School (Youth Room for 7th - 9th Graders & Classroom 3 for
elementary students).
Sunday Worship Service then follows, beginning at 11:00 am.

In memory of Janet Walker on her birthday on April 3rd, the altar flowers
are donated by Orene Boyce and Nancy Mansir.
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Thanks to my beloved Holy Cross family for the encouraging and uplifting
cards and the poster board that greeted me on my return from the hospital.
I am staying with my daughter where I am coddled and spoiled. I improve
daily and look forward to the day I return to you. Ken Culley

Couch Conversations
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to have some couch conversations about our
text and theme for worship: Mark 16:1-7 Christ is risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! Today is Easter
Sunday and the world rejoices that the tomb was empty and Jesus is alive, just as he promised to be. In our
Gospel lesson today we heard that three women went to the tomb early in the morning. They were greeted
by angels who told them the news, but the women were afraid and didn't tell anyone.
 Share about a time you were afraid to share with someone the good news of Jesus.
 Why can it be hard to tell others about the joy of Easter?
 Who in your life has shared the message of Jesus with you?
 Who can you share this good news with this week?

“Joining Jesus On His Mission”
Learn how you can join Jesus in His mission every day by reading and
discussing the book “Joining Jesus On His Mission” by Pastor Greg
Finke. The book study is on Sunday at 10:00 am in the Parish Hall.
The study began March 7th, but you can still join! Books are still
available - contact Carol Doss or the church office. Material is also
available for you to join the journey at your own pace on-line via
the Bethany website (http://www.bethanylutheran.org - select "Bible Discovery Resources").

Living Way Bible Study
Starting April 7th, the Living Way Bible Study starts up again. The Bible Study is held every
Wednesday in the Parish Hall from 1:00–2:30pm. The Study of Matthew continues as follows
thru June 23rd. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Fuqua. Hope to see you there!
* April 7–Lesson 16 * April 14–Lesson 17 * April 21–Lesson 18 * April 28–Lesson 19 *

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Did you notice the shiny windows, and the clean pews? We had a great turnout
for our workday on Saturday (March 27th). A lot was done to polish up the
church for Easter Sunday. A very special thank you to: Ethel Bowman, Mike,
Lily, and Haley Ellis, Frank Wantuch, Rose McMillan, Liz and Mark Ruhl, Carol
Doss, Jim and Jan Koontz, and Marge Lorenzo. The Boy Scouts also helped with
some extra chores, and Marge Lightle worked in the flowerbeds all day. It’s so
wonderful when everyone works together to make God’s house shine. Thank
you all for your helping hands. - The Leadership Board -
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol)
4/4
10:40 am
Pre-Service Fellowship
11:00 am
Easter Worship Service with HC
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm)
Monday
Tuesday

4/5
4/6

Wednesday

4/7

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

4/8
4/9
4/10
4/11

9:00 am - noon
10:00 am - noon
10:00 am
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
5:30 pm – 9:00 pm

555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7)
Food Pantry
MAC
Confirmation (Church Office Conference Room)
Matthew Bible Study
Leadership Team Meeting (CO Conf Room)
Choir/Worship Team
Salam Ministries

8:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Men's Bible Study
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
Traditional Worship Service
Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm)

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.
Ashlyn Kaysie Bowman, Brady Aaron Bowman and Andrew Vincent
Helm will be confirmed as the Confirmation Class of 2021 on April 18
in a private ceremony as requested by their families. Pastor Kritzer
will be assisted by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Hendry for the confirmation. Rev. Dr. Hendry is
Andrew’s grandfather.
There will be a luncheon directly after the church worship service to honor these students as well
as the Confirmation Class of 2020. Lunches will be packed individually for safety.
The Confirmation Class of 2020 consisted of Mikayla Bowman, Haley Ellis, Lily Ellis,
Cooper Tai and Apollo Hada. We were unable to celebrate their achievement due to COVID
restrictions so are including them with this year’s class.
We are so proud of these young people. Please join us to congratulate them at lunch on April 18
Remember to pick-up a copy of
the Portal of Prayers Devotional (April – June) &
the new "Christian Business and Professional Directory"
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