Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630
www.holycrosscypress.com
(714) 527-7225
4th SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH 14, 2021

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME:
OPENING PRAYER:
OPENING HYMN:

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
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LSB 761

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader:

We gather in the name of our God,
The keeper of the covenant,
The source of steadfast love,
The rock of our salvation,
The Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

Our God is faithful and just to hear our cry for mercy and plea for grace.

People:

Almighty God, we confess that our sins are heavy
yet we long to have the burden lifted,
our consciences are captive to guilt
yet we long to be set free,
and our hearts and minds often fraught by the chaos we have caused
yet we long for the peace only You can give.
For the sake of Christ, rebuild what we have broken,
mend what we have torn, and restore that which we have ruined.
Out of grace forgive us O God, make us alive in the Spirit
and send us in the power of Jesus to the world You so love.

Leader:

This word is sure, this oath certain
for this promise rests on Jesus the wisdom, power and love of God,
for His name’s sake your sin is forgiven.
Journey now in the way of Jesus.

People:

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Leader:

God of Light, You spoke light into being
and have rescued us from all darkness,
we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood and the body of Christ,
we pray,

People:

that You would lead us in Your light,
that we might always reflect the brilliance of Your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
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who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Numbers 21:4-9

Then they moved from Mount Hor, following the road that goes to the Red Sea, in order
to get around Edom. The people became impatient on the trip and criticized God and
Moses. They said, “Why did you make us leave Egypt—just to let us die in the desert?
There’s no bread or water, and we can’t stand this awful food!”
So the LORD sent poisonous snakes among the people. They bit the people, and many of
the Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we criticized
the LORD and you. Pray to the Lord so that he will take the snakes away from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people.
The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake, and put it on a pole. Anyone who is bitten can
look at it and live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and put it on a pole. People looked
at the bronze snake after they were bitten, and they lived. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 3:14-21

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Jewish council. He came to Jesus one
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that God has sent you as a teacher. No one can
perform the miracles you perform unless God is with him.”
Jesus replied to Nicodemus, “I can guarantee this truth: No one can see God’s kingdom
without being born from above.”
Nicodemus asked him, “How can anyone be born when he’s an old man? He can’t go
back inside his mother a second time to be born, can he?”
Jesus answered Nicodemus, “I can guarantee this truth: No one can enter God’s kingdom
without being born of water and the Spirit. Flesh and blood give birth to flesh and blood,
but the Spirit gives birth to things that are spiritual. Don’t be surprised when I tell you
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that all of you must be born from above. The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear
its sound, but you don’t know where the wind comes from or where it’s going. That’s the
way it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus replied, “How can that be?”
Jesus told Nicodemus, “You’re a well-known teacher of Israel. Can’t you understand
this? I can guarantee this truth: We know what we’re talking about, and we confirm what
we’ve seen. Yet, you don’t accept our message. If you don’t believe me when I tell you
about things on earth, how will you believe me when I tell you about things in heaven?
No one has gone to heaven except the Son of Man, who came from heaven.
"As Moses lifted up the snake on a pole in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up. Then everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.”
God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in
him will not die but will have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world, not to
condemn the world, but to save the world. Those who believe in him won’t be
condemned. But those who don’t believe are already condemned because they don’t
believe in God’s only Son.
This is why people are condemned: The light came into the world. Yet, people loved the
dark rather than the light because their actions were evil. People who do what is wrong
hate the light and don’t come to the light. They don’t want their actions to be exposed.
But people who do what is true come to the light so that the things they do for God may
be clearly seen. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

ANTHEM:

MESSAGE:

“Hallelujah! You’re Worthy to be Praised!"

“Night and Light”
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+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:
APOSTLE’S CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
CLOSING HYMN:

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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THE BLESSING:
Leader:

You are a recipient of the gifts of the Spirit
You have been created in Christ Jesus for good works
You are chosen to be holy and wholly loved by the Father
Go to be a blessing and serve your neighbor.

People:
Amen.
===============================================================
SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Mark Siegert
Scripture Reading: Ashlyn Bowman
Powerpoint Operator: Jean Stone

Keyboard: William Morrison
Ushers: Jim Coontz and Dan Moyer
Recorder of Service: Carol Doss

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB License #110000425
"Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me" LSB 761
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" LSB 686
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER:
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an
area where photography, video and audio recording may occur.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of
members involved in church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs
or video records to recall activities or participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual
recordings may be used in Holy Cross Church’s publications, advertising materials to let others
know of our ministry, and/or streaming and website hosting of worship services.
By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video
recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live
streaming, promotional purposes, advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by
Holy Cross Lutheran Church. You release Holy Cross Lutheran Church, its clergy, church
officers, employees, laity, and each and all persons involved from any liability connected with the
taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or
sound recordings.
By entering the service/event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for
payment or royalties in connection with any exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other
publication of these materials, regardless of the purpose. You also waive any right to inspect or
approve any photo, video, or audio recording taken by Holy Cross Lutheran Church or the person
or entity designated to do so by Holy Cross Lutheran Church.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS.
“Eyes on Jesus” is our Lenten theme this year. We continue to
gather on-line on Wednesday at 7pm for the Mid-week Lenten
Services hosted by Bethany Lutheran.
The weekly texts for the Lenten Season are:
March 17 ~ Mark 14:53-65 “Eye Candy”
March 24 ~ Mark 15:1-20 “The Eyes of the Heart”
Zoom Meeting ID: 882 1079 5871, Passcode: Jesus
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNThVVkpzUT09

Couch Conversations
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to have some couch conversations about our
text and theme for worship – Numbers 21:4-9. Today's Old Testament reading is a strange one. God's
people disobeyed him and started to complain. So God sent snakes to bite many of the people and they
died. Sounds strange, doesn't it? But God often works through strange things. God told Moses to put a
snake on a pole and those who looked at it would live. This event reminds us of someone else who was
lifted up and saved the people.
 What are some other strange ways that God works good for his people?
 How does looking to the cross bring salvation?

“Joining Jesus On His Mission”
The study began March 7th, but you can still join! Learn how you can
join Jesus in His mission every day by reading and discussing the book
“Joining Jesus On His Mission” by Pastor Greg Finke. The book study
is on Sunday at 10:00 am in the Parish Hall. A few copies of the book
are available today. If you are able to help offset the cost of the book,
a $10 donation will more than cover it. (Cash or checks made out to Bethany Lutheran
Church). You can also purchase a copy online at Amazon.com. Material is also available for you
to join the journey at your own pace on-line via the Bethany website
(http://www.bethanylutheran.org - then select "Bible Discovery Resources").






March 27: Work Day at Holy Cross (9:00 am - 12:00 noon)
April 1: Maundy Thursday Virtual Worship Service (details
pending from Bethany)
April 2: Good Friday Service at Holy Cross in Sanctuary
(7:00 pm)
April 4: Easter Sunday Worship Service at Holy Cross in
Sanctuary (11:00 am)

Thrivent Members: Please designate your Choice Dollars to Holy Cross. The Choice
dollars must be designated prior to March 31st. You can designate your Choice
Dollars on Thrivent.com or contact your Thrivent representative.
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)
This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol)
Today
3/14 10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Service
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm)
Monday
Tuesday

3/15
3/16

Wednesday
Thursday

3/17
3/18

Friday
Saturday

3/19
3/20

Sunday

3/21

9:00 am - noon
10:00 am - noon
10:00 am
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm – 9:00 pm
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7)
Food Pantry
MAC
Confirmation (Church Office Conference Room)
Choir/Worship Team
Lenten Worship Service (via Zoom)
Salam Ministries
Boy Scouts OA (3rd Thursday of the month)

8:00 am

Men's Bible Study

10:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
Traditional Service with HC
Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm)

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.


Please continue to pray for healing and recovery for Ken Culley.
 Please pray for our Pastors, Leadership Team, and Board of Directors. We
thank the Lord for all their ministry and work here at Holy Cross.
Be part of the Easter Service at Holy Cross by purchasing an Easter Lily
to place at the Altar. Cost is $10.00 - Make check payable to Holy Cross
LWML. Flyers with additional details and envelopes are available in the
Narthex.
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