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3rd SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH 7, 2021

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME:

OPENING PRAYER:

OPENING HYMN:

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
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LSB 425

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader:

We gather in the name of our God,
The keeper of the covenant,
The source of steadfast love,
The rock of our salvation,
The Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

Our God is faithful and just to hear our cry for mercy and plea for grace.

People:

Almighty God, we confess that our sins are heavy
yet we long to have the burden lifted,
our consciences are captive to guilt
yet we long to be set free,
and our hearts and minds often fraught by the chaos we have caused
yet we long for the peace only You can give.
For the sake of Christ, rebuild what we have broken,
mend what we have torn, and restore that which we have ruined.
Out of grace forgive us O God, make us alive in the Spirit
and send us in the power of Jesus to the world You so love.

Leader:

This word is sure, this oath certain
for this promise rests on Jesus the wisdom, power and love of God,
for His name’s sake your sin is forgiven.
Journey now in the way of Jesus.

People:

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Leader:

Holy God, we are a chosen people,
a royal priesthood and the body of Christ, we pray,

People:

that You would enable us to live faithfully, act courageously,
think truthfully, speak honestly, and in fidelity to You
serve joyfully in our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 20:1-17
Then God spoke all these words:
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of slavery in Egypt.
“Never have any other god. Never make your own carved idols or statues that represent
any creature in the sky, on the earth, or in the water. Never worship them or serve them,
because I, the LORD your God, am a God who does not tolerate rivals. I punish children
for their parents’ sins to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me. But I show
mercy to thousands of generations of those who love me and obey my commandments.
“Never use the name of the LORD your God carelessly. The LORD will make sure that
anyone who carelessly uses his name will be punished.
“Remember the day of rest by observing it as a holy day. You have six days to do all
your work. The seventh day is the day of rest—a holy day dedicated to the LORD your
God. You, your sons, your daughters, your male and female slaves, your cattle, and the
foreigners living in your city must never do any work on that day. In six days
the LORD made heaven, earth, and the sea, along with everything in them. He didn’t
work on the seventh day. That’s why the LORD blessed the day he stopped his work and
set this day apart as holy.
“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live for a long time in the land
the LORD your God is giving you.
“Never murder.
“Never commit adultery.
“Never steal.
“Never lie when you testify about your neighbor.
“Never desire to take your neighbor’s household away from him.
“Never desire to take your neighbor’s wife, his male or female slave, his ox, his donkey,
or anything else that belongs to him.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

The

message about the cross is nonsense to those who are being destroyed, but it is
God’s power to us who are being saved. Scripture says, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise. I will reject the intelligence of intelligent people.”
Where is the wise person? Where is the scholar? Where is the persuasive speaker of our
time? Hasn’t God turned the wisdom of the world into nonsense? The world with its
wisdom was unable to recognize God in terms of his own wisdom. So God decided to
use the nonsense of the Good News we speak to save those who believe. Jews ask for
miraculous signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, but our message is that Christ was
crucified. This offends Jewish people and makes no sense to people who are not Jewish.
But to those Jews and Greeks who are called, he is Christ, God’s power and God’s
wisdom. God’s nonsense is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength.
Brothers and sisters, consider what you were when God called you to be Christians. Not
many of you were wise from a human point of view. You were not in powerful positions
or in the upper social classes. But God chose what the world considers nonsense to put
wise people to shame. God chose what the world considers weak to put what is strong to
shame. God chose what the world considers ordinary and what it despises—what it
considers to be nothing—in order to destroy what it considers to be something. As a
result, no one can brag in God’s presence. You are partners with Christ Jesus because of
God. Jesus has become our wisdom sent from God, our approval, our holiness, and our
ransom from sin. As Scripture says, “Whoever brags must brag about what the Lord has
done.” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 2:13-25

The Jewish Passover was near, so Jesus went to Jerusalem.

He found those who were
selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons in the temple courtyard. He also found moneychangers
sitting there. He made a whip from small ropes and threw everyone with their sheep and
cattle out of the temple courtyard. He dumped the moneychangers’ coins and knocked
over their tables.
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He told those who sold pigeons, “Pick up this stuff, and get it out of here! Stop making
my Father’s house a marketplace!”
His disciples remembered that Scripture said, “Devotion for your house will consume
me.”
The Jews reacted by asking Jesus, “What miracle can you show us to justify what you’re
doing?”
Jesus replied, “Tear down this temple, and I’ll rebuild it in three days.”
The Jews said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple. Do you really think you’re
going to rebuild it in three days?”
But the temple Jesus spoke about was his own body. After he came back to life, his
disciples remembered that he had said this. So they believed the Scripture and this
statement that Jesus had made.
While Jesus was in Jerusalem at the Passover festival, many people believed in him
because they saw the miracles that he performed. Jesus, however, was wary of these
believers. He understood people and didn’t need anyone to tell him about human nature.
He knew what people were really like. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

ANTHEM:
MESSAGE:

“Holy is the Lord"
“Turnover”
Text: John 2:13-25

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:
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Soloist

APOSTLE’S CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ The Service of Holy Communion +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament. God
intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior,
desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
LORD'S SUPPER:
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:
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+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
CLOSING HYMN:

“Amazing Grace”

LSB 744

(Verses 1, 3 and 5)

THE BLESSING:
Leader:

You are a recipient of the gifts of the Spirit
You have been created in Christ Jesus for good works
You are chosen to be holy and wholly loved by the Father
Go to be a blessing and serve your neighbor.

People:

Amen.

===============================================================
SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer
Keyboard/Guitarist: William Morrison/Sue Fuqua
Scripture Reading: Kurt Fuqua
Ushers: Jim Coontz and Dan Moyer
Powerpoint Operator: Don Plog
Recorder of Service: Grace Hennings
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. (*)Used by permission: LSB License #110000425
"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" LSB 425
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
"Amazing Grace" LSB 744 (Verses 1, 3 and 5)
Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*)
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PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER:
When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an
area where photography, video and audio recording may occur.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of
members involved in church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs
or video records to recall activities or participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual
recordings may be used in Holy Cross Church’s publications, advertising materials to let others
know of our ministry, and/or streaming and website hosting of worship services.
By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video
recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live
streaming, promotional purposes, advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by
Holy Cross Lutheran Church. You release Holy Cross Lutheran Church, its clergy, church
officers, employees, laity, and each and all persons involved from any liability connected with the
taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or
sound recordings.
By entering the service/event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for
payment or royalties in connection with any exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other
publication of these materials, regardless of the purpose. You also waive any right to inspect or
approve any photo, video, or audio recording taken by Holy Cross Lutheran Church or the person
or entity designated to do so by Holy Cross Lutheran Church.

===============================================================

ANNOUNCEMENTS




Sunday at Holy Cross begins at 10:00 am with Adult Bible
Study (Parish Hall) and Sunday School (Youth Room for 7th
- 9th Graders & Classroom 3 for elementary students).
Worship Service then follows, beginning at 11:00 am outside
the Parish Hall.

“Eyes on Jesus” is our Lenten theme this year. We will be
gathering on-line on Wednesday at 7pm for the Mid-week
Lenten Services hosted by Bethany Lutheran.
Zoom Meeting ID: 882 1079 5871, Passcode: Jesus
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNThVVkpzUT09
The weekly texts for the Lenten Season are:
March 10 ~ Mark 14:43-47 “More Than Meets the Eye”
March 17 ~ Mark 14:53-65 “Eye Candy”
March 24 ~ Mark 15:1-20 “The Eyes of the Heart”
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The Leadership Team is asking if anyone is willing to help with the
Treasurer duties as this time.
If this is something that you can do, please contact Les or Betty.

Couch Conversations
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to have some couch
conversations about our text and theme for worship – Exodus 20:1-17.
Today's Old Testament reading is perhaps the most well-known covenant in Scripture.
Often times we miss the promise part. God begins this covenant with a word of grace,
The 10 Commandments, also known as "The 10 Words" begin with a promise fulfilled, "I
am the LORD your God, who brought you out of slavery in Egypt." The rest of the
"words" flow from this word of grace. What does your name mean?
 How does this change your idea of the 10 Commandments?
 Where else do you see God acting in grace?

Hope-Day Bible Study!
Word of Hope director, Deaconess Chrissie
Gillet, will be leading online Bible studies with
a focus on life issues on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month (and 2nd and 4th
Saturday during Lent) at 5:00 pm. Join the study on Microsoft Teams:
https://tinyurl.com/327mctbc
This is a Bible study on what it means to be marked by God. More specifically, the
mark received in Baptism that proclaims who you are and whose you are. First, we
consider a variety of terms associated with being marked and their usage in Scripture to
gain a deeper understanding of ‘what does this mean – being marked.’ We will also
reference some familiar Bible stories that provide Christocentric context to the visible
marks identifying God’s people and the signs pointing toward their promised Savior.
Next, we will explore the Sacrament of Baptism and the Scriptural meaning of individual
acts in the Rite of Baptism that signifies someone as belonging to the Lord. A brief look
at sections of Revelation will illuminate the comfort we have in being marked by God
when Christ comes again to fulfill His promises. Until then, we live in a fallen world, and
we benefit from knowing we are not of this world. Therefore, our Bible study will
conclude with various ways we may continually remember what God did for you in
Baptism.
You can download the Bible Study handouts from:
https://lutheransforlife.org/hope-day-bible-study-resources/
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Today, pick-up a copy of the
Portal of Prayers Devotional (April – June)

“Joining Jesus On His Mission”
The Lenten Season is all about a journey. During this
season we accompany Jesus “on His mission” to
redeem the world as He lives a perfect life in the
place of all and offers Himself as a perfect sacrifice
for the sins of the world. The Easter season that
follows allows us to accompany the disciples to the
empty tomb and then join them on “Jesus’ Mission”
to share the good news of the Risen Lord.
We would like to invite you to join one another on a journey to learn how you can join
Jesus in His mission every day. Starting today (March 7th) through May, we would like
to invite you to join this journey by reading and discussing the book “Joining Jesus On
His Mission” by Pastor Greg Finke. Pastor Finke writes, “The key to joining Jesus’ mission
is realizing we don’t have to find a way to come out of our hectic lifestyle in order to
have a missional life. Our hectic life is our missional life.”
Bethany and Holy Cross members, who are all in mission together, are invited to join
with one another in this journey. The book study will take place live on Sunday
mornings at 10:00 am at Holy Cross in the Parish Hall. Material will also be available
for you to join the journey at your own pace on-line via the Bethany website
(http://www.bethanylutheran.org/). Along the way, the combined ministry team will
record some roundtable discussions about the topics found in the book and answer
some questions you have.
Copies of the book are available today and
from the Church Office (Tue - Thu, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm).
If you are able to help offset the cost of the book, a $10 donation will more than cover
it. (Cash or checks made out to Bethany Lutheran Church). You can also purchase a copy
online at Amazon.com. You may need to purchase a used copy. As of this writing, there
were no new copies available.
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LCMS Life Ministry Announces
Virtual Life Conference
LCMS Life Ministry will host its first-ever virtual life
conference March 19–20, under the theme “Making
Disciples: Valuing Life.”
This conference is for everyone. Explore a variety of life topics for participants of all
ages, with your family, congregation or on your own. Conference sessions will help you
explore a distinctly Lutheran understanding of the sanctity of human life, specifically as
it pertains to:
 Speaking for life in the public square;
 Caring for life in your community; and
 Teaching about human life.
Hear from theologians and human care advocates, including LCMS President Rev. Dr.
Matthew C. Harrison, Focus on the Family Vice President of External and Government
Relations Timothy Goeglein, and Deaconess Manor.
To register for the conference or learn more information, visit lcms-life.org. Basic
Registration is $20 for full access on Friday and Saturday. Premium Registration is $40
for access to content for an additional 90 days. Group Cost is $200 (10 member pass) or
$400 (20 member pass).

Support Holy Cross through Scrip!
We have scrip that can be purchased for gifts as well as for your use
all year long. Over 75 to choose from, including Eddie Bower, El
Pollo, El Torito (Acapulco, El Torito Grill, Who Song & Larry’s),
Exxon, GAP (Old Navy, Banana Republic, Athleta), GNC Nutrition,
Home Depot, Honey Baked Ham, Islands, Itunes, Jack in the Box,
Jiffy Lube, JC Penny, Jo-Ann’s Fabrics, Kohl’s and K-Mart and many, many, more.
Just contact Liz Ruhl (mruhl7777@aol.com) or the Church Office.

Be part of the Easter Service at Holy Cross by purchasing an Easter
Lily to place at the Altar. Cost is $10.00 - Make check payable to Holy
Cross LWML. Flyers with additional details and envelopes are available
in the Narthex.
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.)

This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol)
Today
3/7
10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Service with HC
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm)
Monday
3/8
Tuesday
3/9
9:00 am - noon
555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7)
10:00 am - noon
Food Pantry
10:00 am
MAC
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Confirmation (Church Office Conference Room)
5:00 pm
Board of Directors Meeting (Quarterly)
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Choir/Worship Team
Wednesday
3/10 7:00 pm
Lenten Worship Service (via Zoom)
Thursday
3/11 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm Salam Ministries
Friday
3/12
Saturday
3/13 8:00 am
Men's Bible Study
Sunday
3/14 10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Service
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm)

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.


Please continue to pray for healing and recovery for Ken Culley who
currently remains in the hospital.
 Please pray for our Pastors, Leadership Team, and Board of Directors.
We thank the Lord for all their ministry and work here at Holy Cross.

Thrivent Members: Please designate your Choice Dollars to Holy Cross Church. The
Choice dollars must be designated prior to March 31st. You can designate your
Choice Dollars on Thrivent.com or contact your Thrivent representative.
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