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 SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                  FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

 

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

WELCOME: 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER: 

 

 

OPENING HYMN:            " O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                            LSB 733 

(Verses 1 and 4) 

 
 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

Leader:   We gather in the name of our God, 

      The keeper of the covenant,  

        The source of steadfast love, 

        The rock of our salvation, 

        The Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit. 

  

People:    Amen. 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

 

Leader:    Our God is faithful and just to hear our cry for mercy and plea for grace. 

 

People:   Almighty God, we confess that our sins are heavy  

  yet we long to have the burden lifted,  

  our consciences are captive to guilt  

  yet we long to be set free,  

  and our hearts and minds often fraught by the chaos we have caused  

  yet we long for the peace only You can give.   

  For the sake of Christ, rebuild what we have broken,  

  mend what we have torn, and restore that which we have ruined.   

  Out of grace forgive us O God, make us alive in the Spirit  

  and send us in the power of Jesus to the world You so love. 

  

Leader:   This word is sure, this oath certain  

  for this promise rests on Jesus the wisdom, power and love of God,  

  for His name’s sake your sin is forgiven.   

  Journey now in the way of Jesus. 

  

People:   Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

Leader:   God of grace, by the humility and suffering of Your Son  

  You turned an object of shame and death into the means of glory and life,  

  we pray, 

  

People:   that we would ever glory in His cross  

  and carry our own to the glory of His name  

  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

 

When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to him.  He said to Abram, “I am 

God Almighty.  Live in my presence with integrity.  I will give you my promise, and I 

will give you very many descendants.”  Immediately, Abram bowed with his face 

touching the ground, and again God spoke to him, “My promise is still with you.  You 

will become the father of many nations.  So your name will no longer be Abram [Exalted 

Father], but Abraham [Father of Many] because I have made you a father of many 

nations.  I will give you many descendants.  Many nations and kings will come from you. 

I will make my promise to you and your descendants for generations to come as an 

everlasting promise.  I will be your God and the God of your descendants... 

 

God said to Abraham, “Don’t call your wife by the name Sarai anymore.  Instead, her 

name is Sarah [Princess].  I will bless her, and I will also give you a son by her.  I will 

bless her, and she will become a mother of nations, and kings will come from her.”   

–  GW® 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   Romans 5:1-11 
 

Now that we have God’s approval by faith, we have peace with God because of what our 

Lord Jesus Christ has done.  Through Christ we can approach God  and stand in his 

favor.  So we brag because of our confidence that we will receive glory from God.  But 

that’s not all.  We also brag when we are suffering.  We know that suffering creates 

endurance, endurance creates character, and character creates confidence.  We’re not 

ashamed to have this confidence, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts by 

the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 

Look at it this way: At the right time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for 

ungodly people.  Finding someone who would die for a godly person is rare.  Maybe 

someone would have the courage to die for a good person.  Christ died for us while we 

were still sinners.  This demonstrates God’s love for us. 
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Since Christ’s blood has now given us God’s approval, we are even more certain that 

Christ will save us from God’s anger.  If the death of his Son restored our relationship 

with God while we were still his enemies, we are even more certain that, because of this 

restored relationship, the life of his Son will save us.  In addition, our Lord Jesus Christ 

lets us continue to brag about God.  After all, it is through Christ that we now have this 

restored relationship with God.  –  GW® 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Mark 8:27-38 
 

 

Then Jesus and his disciples went to the villages around Caesarea Philippi.  On the way 

he asked his disciples, “Who do people say I am?” 

 

They answered him, “Some say you are John the Baptizer, others Elijah, still others one 

of the prophets.” 

 

He asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 

 

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah!” 

 

He ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man would have to suffer a lot.  He taught 

them that he would be rejected by the leaders, the chief priests, and the experts in Moses’ 

Teachings.  He would be killed, but after three days he would come back to life.  He told 

them very clearly what he meant. 

 

Peter took him aside and objected to this.  Jesus turned, looked at his disciples, and 

objected to what Peter said.  Jesus said, “Get out of my way, Satan!  You aren’t thinking 

the way God thinks but the way humans think.” 

 

Then Jesus called the crowd to himself along with his disciples.  He said to them, “Those 

who want to follow me must say no to the things they want, pick up their crosses, and 

follow me.  Those who want to save their lives will lose them.  But those who lose their 

lives for me and for the Good News will save them.  What good does it do for people to 

win the whole world yet lose their lives?  Or what should a person give in exchange for 
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life?  If people are ashamed of me and what I say in this unfaithful and sinful generation, 

the Son of Man will be ashamed of those people when he comes with the holy angels in 

his Father’s glory.”  –  GW® 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON HYMN:           "My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”                      LSB 575 

(Verses 1, 2 and 4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MESSAGE:    “The Seasoned Christian” 

                          Text:  Romans 5:1-11 
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+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

OFFERING:               
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 

 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

 

+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

 

ANTHEM:                                 “God Will Make A Way"                          Worship Team  
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THE BLESSING: 
 

Leader:   You are a recipient of the gifts of the Spirit 

        You have been created in Christ Jesus for good works 

        You are chosen to be holy and wholly loved by the Father 

        Go to be a blessing and serve your neighbor.   
 

People: Amen. 
 

=============================================================== 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher: Pastor Mark Siegert   Keyboard: William Morrison 

Liturgist: Pastor Nader Hanna   Ushers:  Don Doss and Dan Moyer 

Scripture Reading: Phil Bright   Recorder of Service:  Grace Hennings 
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  (*)Used by permission: LSB License #110000425 
 

"O God, Our Help in Ages Past" LSB 733 (Verses 1 and 4) 

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

"My Hope is Built on Nothing Less" LSB 575 (Verses 1, 2 and 4) 

Text & Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House (*) 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER: 

When you enter a Holy Cross Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an 

area where photography, video and audio recording may occur.  
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of 

members involved in church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs 

or video records to recall activities or participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual 

recordings may be used in Holy Cross Church’s publications, advertising materials to let others 

know of our ministry, and/or streaming and website hosting of worship services.   
 

By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video 

recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live 

streaming, promotional purposes, advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church. You release Holy Cross Lutheran Church, its clergy, church 

officers, employees, laity, and each and all persons involved from any liability connected with the 

taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or 

sound recordings.  
 

By entering the service/event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for 

payment or royalties in connection with any exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other 

publication of these materials, regardless of the purpose. You also waive any right to inspect or 

approve any photo, video, or audio recording taken by Holy Cross Lutheran Church or the person 

or entity designated to do so by Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

“Eyes on Jesus” is our Lenten theme this year.  We will be 

gathering on-line on Wednesday at 7pm for the Mid-week 

Lenten Services hosted by Bethany Lutheran. If you plan to join 

these Services, you can pick up your Lenten series packet 

today or from the Church Office (Tue - Thu, 9:00 am - 1:00 

pm). These packets have items used each week in the services.   
 

Zoom Meeting ID: 882 1079 5871, Passcode: Jesus             
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNThVVkpzUT09 
 

The weekly texts for the Lenten Season are: 

March 3 ~ Mark 14:32-42  “Shut Eye” 

March 10 ~ Mark 14:43-47 “More Than Meets the Eye” 

March 17 ~ Mark 14:53-65 “Eye Candy” 

March 24 ~ Mark 15:1-20 “The Eyes of the Heart” 
 

Couch Conversations 

Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to have some couch 

conversations about our text and theme for worship – Genesis 17:1-7.  
 

Last week we talked about covenants or promises that God made to his people. Today in 

our Old Testament reading we see God confirming his promise to Abram and he changed 

his name to Abraham. The promise of God now was in the name of Abraham and became 

a part of him. When God makes a promise, he will keep it.   

 What does your name mean?   

 Why do you think it was important for God to give Abraham a new name?   

 What promises does God give us today?   

 How does God still give names to people?   

 

 

Support Holy Cross through Scrip! 
We have scrip that can be purchased for gifts as well as for your use 

all year long.  Over 75 to choose from, including CPK, Carl's Jr., 

Carrows, Cheesecake Factory, Chipotle, Claim Jumper, Claire's, 

Coco's, Cold Stone Creamery, Darden (Red Lobster, Olive Garden, 

Longhorn Steakhouse, Bahama Breeze, Seasons 32 Grill), Del Taco, 

Denny's, Domino's Pizza and many, many, more.    

Just contact Liz Ruhl (mruhl7777@aol.com) or the Church Office. 
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The Leadership Team is asking if anyone is willing to help with the 

Treasurer duties as this time. 

If this is something that you can do, please contact Les or Betty. 

 

 

Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) 
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 

 

 

This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church   

(following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol) 

Today 

 

2/28 10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

11:00 am Traditional Service (outside)   

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm) 

Monday 3/1 5:00 pm Leadership Team Meeting (CO Conf Room) 

Tuesday 3/2 9:00 am - noon 555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7) 

10:00 am - noon Food Pantry 

10:00 am MAC 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Confirmation (Church Office Conference Room) 

Wednesday 3/3 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Choir/Worship Team 

7:00 pm  Lenten Worship Service (via Zoom) 

Thursday  3/4 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm Salam Ministries 

Friday 3/5   World Day of Prayer 

Saturday 3/6 8:00 am Men's Bible Study 

9:15 am Elder's Meeting 

Sunday 

 

3/7 10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

11:00 am Traditional Service with HC (outside)  

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts (to move to Monday 6:30-8:30 pm) 
 

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.   
 

 Please continue to pray for healing and recovery for Ken Culley who 

currently remains in the hospital. 

 Please pray for successful eye surgery and recovery for Liz Ruhl this week. 

 Please pray for our Pastors and Leadership Team.  We thank the Lord for 

all their ministry and work here at Holy Cross.   


