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 (714) 527-7225 
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nd

 SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY                                         JANUARY 17, 2021 

 
 

AS WE GATHER …. 

 

The author of the letter to the Hebrews states that, “in the past God spoke to our 

forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days 

He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things.” 

 

Our God still speaks! 

 

In the Epiphany season we can hear Him ask, “Can you HEAR Me now?”  The God who 

is still speaking calls us to be throwing off all that hinders, fixing our eyes on Jesus and 

running with perseverance our race.  In so doing, God is manifest in us and thus, “Can 

you HERE Me, now?” is a question asked to the world. 

 

 

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

 

 

WELCOME: 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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OPENING HYMN:           “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                 LSB 901 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

Leader: Gracious Father,  

 by the shining of a star and the stirring of Your Spirit  

 the Magi were led to Your Son  

 through whom You have revealed Yourself to the nations. 
 

People:   Heavenly Father,  

 continue to lead us now by faith to know Your presence in our lives,  

 and bring us at last to the full vision of Your glory through Your Son, 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

 who lives and reigns with You and  the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

Leader:   Lord of Life, You invite us to come to You,  

 You call us to follow in Your way  

 and You speak to us in Your Word  

 and through the community of faith where we hear Your voice  

 and speak to You in one voice. 
 

People:   Yet Lord, we confess that we have often turned from Your way  

 to pursue our own paths  

 and ignored Your revelation to choose our own truth.  

 Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly.   

 Forgive us for the times we have not spoken or acted at all.   

 Forgive us for the hurt we have caused those closest to us.   

 Forgive us for the hurt we have caused those we have yet to know.   

 Forgive us for thinking more about ourselves than others.   

 Forgive us for having thought less about You than we ought.   

 For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,  

 who has revealed Your grace and mercy  

 and by His suffering and death has granted us Your grace and mercy, 

 forgive us anew that we might live again for You.  Amen. 
 

Leader:   God never tires of revealing His mercy.  God’s love never runs out.   

 God has made His glory clear to see in Christ  

 and for His sake your sins are forgiven.   

 Now listen, you can hear Him.  Speak, that He might be heard.  
 

People: Amen. 

 

 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   1 Samuel 3:1-20 
 

 

The boy Samuel was serving the LORD under Eli.  In those days a prophecy from 

the LORD was rare; visions were infrequent.  One night Eli was lying down in his room. 

His eyesight had begun to fail so that he couldn’t see well.  The lamp in God’s 

temple  hadn’t gone out yet, and Samuel was asleep in the temple of the LORD where the 

ark of God was kept. 
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Then the LORD called Samuel.  “Here I am,” Samuel responded.  He ran to Eli and said, 

“Here I am.  You called me.” 

 

“I didn’t call you,” Eli replied.  “Go back to bed.”  So Samuel went back and lay down. 

 

The LORD called Samuel again.  Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said, “Here I am.  You 

called me.” 

 

“I didn’t call you, son,” he responded.  “Go back to bed.”  Samuel had no experience 

with the LORD, because the Lord’s word had not yet been revealed to him. 

 

The LORD called Samuel a third time.  Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said, “Here I am. 

You called me.” 

 

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy.  “Go, lie down,” Eli told Samuel. 

“When He calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD.  I’m listening.’ ”  So Samuel went and lay down 

in his room. 

 

The LORD came and stood there.  He called as He had called the other times: “Samuel! 

Samuel!”  And Samuel replied, “Speak.  I’m listening.” 

 

Then the LORD said to Samuel, “I am going to do something in Israel that will make the 

ears of everyone who hears it ring.  On that day I am going to do to Eli and his family 

everything I said from beginning to end.  I told him that I would hand down a permanent 

judgment against his household because he knew about his sons’ sin - that they were 

cursing God  - but he didn’t try to stop them.  That is why I have taken an oath concerning 

Eli’s family line. No offering or sacrifice will ever be able to make peace for the sins that 

Eli’s family committed.” 

 

Samuel remained in bed until morning.  Then he opened the doors of the LORD’s house. 

But Samuel was afraid to tell Eli about the vision.  Then Eli called Samuel.  “Samuel, my 

son!” he said. 

 

“Here I am,” he responded. 

 

“What did the LORD tell you?” he asked.  “Please don’t hide anything from me.  May 

God strike you dead if you hide anything He told you from me.” 

 

So Samuel told Eli everything. Eli replied, “He is the LORD.  May he do what he thinks is 

right.” 
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Samuel grew up.  The LORD was with him and didn’t let any of his words go unfulfilled.  

All Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew Samuel was the LORD’s appointed prophet. 

–  GW® 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   John 1:43-51 
 

 

The next day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and told him, “Follow 

me!”  (Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter.) 

 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the man whom Moses wrote about 

in his teachings and whom the prophets wrote about.  He is Jesus, son of Joseph, from the 

city of Nazareth.” 

 

Nathanael said to Philip, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” 

 

Philip told him, “Come and see!” 

 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and remarked, “Here is a true Israelite who is 

sincere.” 

 

Nathanael asked Jesus, “How do You know anything about me?” 

 

Jesus answered him, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 

 

Nathanael said to Jesus, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God!  You are the king of Israel!” 

 

Jesus replied, “You believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree.  You will 

see greater things than that.”  Jesus said to Nathanael, “I can guarantee this truth: You 

will see the sky open and God’s angels going up and coming down to the Son of Man.”  

–  GW® 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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SERMON HYMN:                “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”                   LSB 405  

 
 
 

MESSAGE:     “Can You Hear (Here) Me Now?” 

 

 

+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

OFFERING:               
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
 

Leader:   The Magi brought to You their treasures, 

 

People:   receive O Lord, the gifts we bring,  

  ourselves, our time and our possessions; 

 signs of Your gracious love given through Him  

 who gave Himself for us.  
 

Leader:   Through these gifts, fund and support ministry here at Holy Cross  

  that leads many to behold Your glory in Christ in whose name we pray.  

 

People: Amen. 

 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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+    The Service of Holy Communion    + 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord 

gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 

desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

 

LORD'S SUPPER: 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER: 

 

 
+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 

 

CLOSING HYMN:       “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”         LSB 411     
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THE BLESSING: 
 

Leader:   He who has spoken and called you by name,  

  bless you and keep you,   

  make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you,  

  lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace.   
 

People: Amen. 
 

=============================================================================================== 

 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher: Pastor Kevin Kritzer  Organist:  Ken Culley 

Liturgist: Pastor Mark Siegert   Ushers:  Mark and Liz Ruhl 

Scripture Reading: Les Friend  Recorder of Service:  Grace Hennings 

 
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission: LSB License #110000425 

 

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”   LSB 901 

Text:  Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.   

Tune:  Joachim Neander 1650-80.   Text and music:  Public domain. 

 

“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”  LSB 405 

Tune: Public Domain. Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by Permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 

 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  LSB 411 

Text:  Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934.   Music:  Kathleen Thomerson.    

Text and Tune:  © 1970, 1975 Celebration.  Used by Permission: LSB Hymn License #110000425 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(The deadline for bulletin announcements is Tuesday morning. Thank you!) 

 
 

 
 

 Sunday at Holy Cross begins at 10:00 am with Adult Bible 

Study (Parish Hall) and Sunday School (Youth Room for 

7th - 9th Graders & Classroom 3 for elementary students). 

 Worship Service then follows, beginning at 11:00 am 

outside the Parish Hall. 

 

 

 

COUCH CONVERSATIONS   
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own, to have some conversations 

about our text and theme for worship – 1 Samuel 3:1-10.  We hope that these 

conversations will help you as you continue to be formed spiritually. 
 

In the Old Testament lesson for today, the boy Samuel hears someone calling out his 

name. He thinks it is the priest Eli, but it was God who was calling. 

 Share about at time when you called for someone and they didn't hear you.   

 How do we hear the call of God today?   

 How can you help others hear God's voice as he calls us?  
 

 

New roof construction is completed on the Church Office and the 

Sanctuary (flat roof sections). Please consider designating a gift to 

the roofing project.  For further details, please contact Les Friend, 

Ken Culley or Betty Koester. 

 
 

 

Support Holy Cross through Scrip! 

We have scrip that can be purchased for gifts as well as for your use 

all year long.  Over 75 to choose from, including California Pizza 

Kitchen, Carl's Jr., Carrows, Cheesecake Factory, Chipotle, Claim 

Jumper, Claire's, Coco's, Cold Stone Creamery, Darden (Red 

Lobster, Olive Garden, Longhorn Steakhouse, Bahama Breeze, 

Seasons 32 Grill), Del Taco, Denny's, Domino's Pizza, ... and many, many, more.    
 

Just contact Liz Ruhl (mruhl7777@aol.com) or the Church Office. 
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 Please continue prayers for peace and comfort for Charlotte 

Anderson’s family.  Charlotte passed away on Sunday, January 3
rd

.  

She is now in the arms of our Lord Jesus Christ. No service is 

planned at this time.   

 Please pray for Christine Rossi’s friends Dezi Gage who has 

cancer and an inoperable brain tumor and Cliff Maddox who has 

stage 4 prostate cancer and is undergoing chemotherapy. 

 Pray for continued healing for 18-month old Pete after his surgery and for his 

great-grandfather who is recovering from pneumonia. 

 Also please continue to pray for all the families who have tested positive for 

Covid-19, including Karleen’s friends Michelle Brown (Zion Thrift Store in 

Fullerton), Jim and Elvera (Missouri), Pastor Seth Moorman and his family, and 

Pastor Kyle Blake’s father. 
 

 

Security Update 
In a phased-approach during the next several weeks in January, the 

combinations on the gate locks are being changed for security purposes 

and will be released on an as needed basis only.  If you have a need to 

obtain the combination, you must complete the new "Combination Lock - 

Statement of Understanding" form and submit it to the Church Office.  By signing the 

form, you agree that you will not share the combination with anyone, and if you share the 

combination, then you agree to pay all costs for re-keying / replacing / reconfiguring the 

locks to re-secure the property. 

 

All forms require authorization from a Leadership Team member.  Please allow 5 

business days for the form to be processed. To obtain the form, please contact the church 

office (hcsecretary@yahoo.com). Please note that an email to submit the form was sent to 

congregation members pre-approved to receive the combination based upon their 

roles/responsibilities at Holy Cross. 

 

YOU’RE INVITED TO SPREAD THE WARMTH!   
 

Bethany Lutheran School’s Student Council is organizing a Warm 

Things Donation Drive for Lutheran Social Services of Southern 

California because there is an urgent need for these items:  
Coats, Jackets, Socks, Scarfs, Gloves, Rain Boots, 

Sleeping Bags, Blankets, Comforters, Umbrellas, Tents, and Tarps.   

(Please only new or lightly used items, all sizes welcome.) 

Donation boxes will be available outside the gym door in the front parking lot at Bethany 

Lutheran - Monday thru Friday (January 25-29), between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm.  

mailto:hcsecretary@yahoo.com
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Holy Cross Needs YOU! 
There are several areas in which Holy Cross is in need of additional people to help do 

small jobs. Please consider volunteering to help with these tasks. 

 

 We need someone to help set up for our Outdoor Services. The 

Youth will continue to set up tables and chairs. Help is needed for 

setting up and taking down the electronic equipment. Ken will 

give any training necessary for you to take on this task.  

 

 There are broken sprinklers that need to be repaired as they are 

causing water damage. If you have the knowledge and ability to 

repair them, please contact Betty Koester and volunteer. 

 

 Additional ushers are occasionally needed. This is an easy job to perform, but 

necessary for Holy Cross to function properly.  Please contact 

Dan Moyer to serve as an usher or as an alternate usher.  

 

 Help is also needed for serving communion on occasion. This is 

not a physical job and Mark Ruhl will give any training needed. 

Please pray long and hard about which of these things YOU can do to help maintain 

Holy Cross as a place of worship.  

 

We still have a few people who take care of most tasks and they 

really need your help.  It is a rewarding experience to volunteer.  

 

To volunteer, contact Betty Koester, Ken Culley, Mark Ruhl 

or Dan Moyer.   

 

Your heart and mind will rejoice over a job well done. 
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Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)   
(Remember to wear a face mask upon entry to the Church Office.) 

 

This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church   

(following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol) 

Today 1/17 10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

11:00 am Traditional Service with HC (outside) 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Monday 1/18   

Tuesday 1/19 9:00 am - noon 555 Team - Making Time for Prayer (Room 7) 

10:00 am - noon Food Pantry 

10:00 am MAC 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Choir 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Confirmation (Church Office Conference Room) 

Wednesday 1/20 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Living Way Bible Study (Matthew) 

Thursday  

 

1/21 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm Salam Ministries (every Thursday, except 3
rd

) 

  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Boy Scouts OA  

Friday 1/22   

Saturday 1/23 8:00 am Men's Bible Study 

Sunday 1/24 10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

11:00 am Traditional Service (outside)  

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Boy Scouts 

 

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.   

 
 

 
Please submit articles, information, etc. to hcsecretary@yahoo.com by January 24th for 

the February issue of The Crossroad Newsletter. 


