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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 
 

 

 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY                                                                       DECEMBER 25, 2020 

 

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   
 

Leader:   Almighty God, Father of light, a child is born to us and a Son is given to  

  us.  Your eternal Word come down from heaven in the silent watches of  

  the night and now we are filled with wonder at the nearness of our God. 
 

People:   Open our hearts to receive the newborn Lord of life  

 that our lives may be filled with His grace,  

 reflect the beauty of His love and be instruments of His peace,  

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

 One God now and forever.   

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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HYMN:                                    “O Come All Ye Faithful”                       LSB 379, vs. 1-3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
INVOCATION: 
 

Leader: We have come to adore the One who came to us, the babe of Bethlehem,  

 the prince of peace, the savior of the world 

 

People: Sent from the Father full of grace and truth 

 

Leader: from whom the Spirit proceeds and of whom angels sing,  

  the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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HYMN:                              “Angels We Have Heard on High”           LSB 368, vs. 1 & 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

Leader:   Glorious God in the highest heaven, we confess that we have been 

tempted to find the joy of Christmas in the trappings of the season.    

 

People:   Like Joseph, we have been tempted to dismiss the things you have 

been doing, like Mary, we have been bewildered by Your greetings; 

 

Leader: Unlike the shepherds we find it hard to be in awe over Your presence and 

promises.  Unlike the angels, we have on occasion kept Your praise to 

ourselves. 

 

People:   Like the townsfolk of Bethlehem, we have on occasion, refused You 

complete access to our lives and offered You a small, unoccupied 

corner of our heart as a place for You to dwell. 

 

Leader:   Father, we have sinfully managed to get wrapped up in ourselves.   
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People: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, who was born this night to live 

and die for us; and thus become our brother, our Savior, our Lord 

and our Friend.  Amen.  

 

Leader 1:   I am here with Good News of great joy!  Christ was born for you!  In Him, 

our lives are centered in the miracle of Immanuel.  God is with us!  God 

has come for you!  God forgives you!  Now God lead you to rejoice in the 

heart of Christmas, His heart revealed in Jesus.     
 

People: Amen. 

 

 
HYMN:                       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                       LSB 361 vs. 1, 3 & 4 
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+    God Gives Us His Word    + 
 

 

READING: The Promise of Christmas  ~  Isaiah 9:2 & 6 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death a light has dawned... 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His 

shoulders.  And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.  –  NIV ® 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN:                                        “What Child Is This”                       LSB 370, vs. 1 & 3 
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READING: The Christmas Gospel  ~  Luke 2:1-20 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be taxed.  (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 

governor of Syria.) 

 

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 

David:) 

 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

 

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 

delivered. 

 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 

 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them, and they were sore afraid. 

 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. 

 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

 

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger. 

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 

and saying, 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 



 7 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 

come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

 

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

 

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child. 

 

And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds. 

 

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had 

heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  –  KJV ® 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

ANTHEM:                               “Still Still Still” with Brahm's Lullaby    
 

 

I  WONDER: 
 

 

ANTHEM:                    “Hallelujah” (Leonard Cohen, with Christmas Lyrics)           
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER: 
 

Leader:   God of love, Father of all, the darkness that covered the earth has given 

way to the bright dawn of Your Word made flesh. 

 

People:   Make us a people of this light. Make us faithful to Your Word that we 

may bring Your light to a dark world. 

 

Leader:  Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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MESSAGE:   “From the Stable to the Table”                
 

 

+    The Service of Holy Communion    + 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord 

gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 

desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

 
           

LORD'S SUPPER: 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER: 

 

 

+    We Give Thanks for God’s Word    + 
 

 

OFFERING:    
 

 

+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

 

BLESSING: 
 

Leader: Now the sweet Child of Bethlehem, put into your hearts and the hearts of 

all men and women, His peace; the peace for which we sometimes seek so 

desperately, yet which He alone can give.  May He help you to know one 

another better, to live as brothers and sisters, children of the same 

Heavenly Father.  May He awaken your hearts to the dawning of His day, 

enlighten you with love, gratitude for His goodness and equip you to 

reveal the brilliance of faith in all you do and say.   
 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN:                                           “Joy to the World”                    LSB 387, vs. 1, 3 & 4 

 

 

 

 
 

SENDING:  Titus 2:11-14   
 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.  It teaches us to say 

“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly 

lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all 

wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is 

good.  –  NIV ® 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Leader:   Now may the Glorious Father who has made this holy night radiant with 

the splendor of Jesus Christ, His Son, come among us, by the power of His 

Spirit and make the light of loving service flowing from faith, shine 

through your words and actions and bring glory to His holy name.  
 

People:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:                  “Silent Night, Holy Night”                           LSB 363 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 

Preacher: Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer 

"I Wonder": Kurt and Sue Fuqua 

Scripture Reading: Les Friend 

Organist:  Ken Culley 

Usher:  Les Friend and Mark Hennings 

Recorder of Service:  Carol Doss 
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 

 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”   LSB 379 

Text:  John F. Wade; tr. Frederick Oakeley.  Tune:  John F. Wade; setting:  The Hymnal 1940. 

Text and music:  Public domain. 

 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” LSB 368 

Text:  French; tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, London, 1862, alt. 

Tune:  French; setting:  Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958.  Text and Music:  Public domain 

 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361 

Text: Phillips Brooks.  Tune: Lewis H. Redner.  Text and Tune:  Public domain. 

 

“What Child is This”  LSB 370 

Text:  William C. Dix, 1837-98.  Tune: English, 16th cent.; setting:  John Stainer, 1840-1901, alt. 

Text and music:  Public domain. 

 

“Joy to the World” LSB 387 

Text:  Isaac Watts, 1674-1748.  Tune:  George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.;  

setting:  Lowell Mason, 1792-1872.  Text and Tune:  Public domain. 

 

“Silent Night”  LSB 363 

Text:  Joseph Joseph Mohr, tr. John F. Young.  Tune:  Franz Xaver Gruber.   

Text and music:  Public domain. 
                                                                                                              

==============================================================  

A Special pre-recorded Christmas Service of Lessons, Carols & Prayers is available 

on Bethany’s website under Worship Resources: http://www.bethanylutheran.org  

 

Check your local listings for: 

 Concordia University Irvine's annual Christmas concert, "All is 

Bright - A Concordia Christmas".  The concert is available 

on their website (cui.edu/Christmas) and is scheduled to air 

again on PBS SoCal on December 25 at 8 pm.  

 The Gracias Choir's "Gracias Christmas Concert" 

(Christmascantata.us) scheduled to continue to air on December 

25th, 26th and 27th on various channels . 

 

As we approach the New Year, just a reminder if you are planning to 

make an end of year donation to Holy Cross.  Your gift can be 

designated to the roofing project.  In the next few weeks, work will 

be starting on the new roof for the Sanctuary and Church Office.  

For further details, please contact Les Friend, Ken Culley or Betty 

Koester. 


