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+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
The theme for Sunday Advent worship is: STIR IT UP!
STIR IT UP - in a media/social media driven world “stirring it up” has become an art
form, not only from those hoping to “make it”, but from those who have already “made
it”. The Church has historically, in the season of Advent prayed that God would “stir it
up”; yet the “it” is us. The prayers that God would “stir up His power” and move His
people, through His Spirit’s action in them, upon them and finally through them, as they
anticipate His arrival here and now, until they celebrate His return on the final day… and
so we join the church of history and pray, “Stir up Your power among us, O Lord, and
work REVIVAL among us.”
WELCOME:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader:

Stir up Your power, Lord Christ, and come.
Come in the power of Your Spirit
and work revival in the hearts of Your people and all people
that we magnify Your name, renew our vision, do Your will
and worship in Your presence now and forever.

People:

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN:

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

LSB 361

PRAYER OF THE WREATH:
Leader:

We praise You, O Lord for light!
While Advent wreaths mark these days of preparation
for Christ’s advent on the worship calendar,
may our lives mark these days of preparation for His final Advent.
So we pray, that You would kindle within us the flame of Your Spirit,
that we may be a light shining in the dark places of our world.
Enlighten us with Your grace that we may welcome others
even as You have welcomed us and stoke within us a servant’s heart
that we may serve our neighbors as You have served us.

People:

Amen.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”

LSB 334

Vs. 4 (Sung by Congregation):
Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling, that led You to embrace
In love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race.
Vs. 5 (Sung by Soloist):
Sin's debt, that fearful burden, cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring the peace of sin forgiv'n,
His children thus securing eternal life in heav'n.
Leader:

The Lord is here to greet you in love and grace,
and soon enough you will greet Him in the splendor of His glory.
It is my joy to remind you that it is His glory to have mercy,
and He has had mercy on you and forgiven you of all your sins.
Go in peace His Spirit's flame kindled anew within your heart
until at last you see Him face to face.

People:

Amen.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE: 2 Samuel 7:1-11 & 16

While King David was living in his house, the LORD gave him peace with all his enemies
around him. So the king said to the prophet Nathan, “Look, I’m living in a house made
of cedar, while the ark of God remains in the tent.”
Nathan told the king, “Do everything you have in mind, because the LORD is with you.”
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But that same night the LORD spoke his word to Nathan: “Say to my servant David, ‘This
is what the LORD says: Are you the one who will build me a house to live in? I haven’t
lived in a house from the day I took Israel out of Egypt to this day. Instead, I moved
around in a tent, the tent of meeting. In all the places I’ve moved with all the Israelites,
did I ever ask any of the judges of Israel whom I ordered to be shepherds of my people
Israel why they didn’t build me a house of cedar?’
“Now this is what you will say to my servant David: ‘This is what the LORD of Armies
says: I took you from the pasture where you followed sheep so that you could be the
leader of my people Israel. I was with you wherever you went, and I destroyed all your
enemies in front of you. I will make your name famous like the names of the greatest
people on earth. I will make a place for my people Israel and plant them there. They will
live in their own place and not be troubled anymore. The wicked will no longer oppress
them as they used to do ever since I appointed judges to rule my people Israel. So I will
give you peace with all your enemies. I, the LORD, tell you that I will make a house for
you.
“ ‘... Your royal house will remain in my presence forever.
established forever.’ ” – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

Your throne will be

SECOND SCRIPTURE: Romans 16:25-27

God can strengthen you by the Good News and the message I tell about Jesus Christ.

He
can strengthen you by revealing the mystery that was kept in silence for a very long
time but now is publicly known. The everlasting God ordered that what the prophets
wrote must be shown to the people of every nation to bring them to the obedience that is
associated with faith. God alone is wise. Glory belongs to him through Jesus Christ
forever! Amen. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

4

HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38

Six months after Elizabeth had become pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth,
a city in Galilee. The angel went to a virgin promised in marriage to a descendant of
David named Joseph. The virgin’s name was Mary.
When the angel entered her home, he greeted her and said, “You are favored by the Lord!
The Lord is with you.”
She was startled by what the angel said and tried to figure out what this greeting meant.
The angel told her,
“Don’t be afraid, Mary. You have found favor with God.
You will become pregnant, give birth to a son,
and name him Jesus.
He will be a great man
and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him
the throne of his ancestor David.
Your son will be king of Jacob’s people forever,
and his kingdom will never end.”
Mary asked the angel, “How can this be? I’m a virgin.”
The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come to you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy child developing inside you will be
called the Son of God.
“Elizabeth, your relative, is six months pregnant with a son in her old age. People said
she couldn’t have a child. But nothing is impossible for God.”
Mary answered, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let everything you’ve said happen to me.”
Then the angel left her. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.
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+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Away in a Manger”

LSB 365

MESSAGE: “Stir Up Your Power Among Us, O Lord, and Work Revival Among Us”
Text: 2 Samuel 7:1-11 & 16 and Luke 1:26-38
APOSTLE’S CREED:
(* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
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He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING:
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ The Service of Holy Communion +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament. God
intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior,
desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
THE BLESSING:
Leader:

The Lord bless you and keep you, make His face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you and give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN:

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY
Preacher: Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer
Scripture Reading: Phil Bright
Organist: Ken Culley
Usher: Kevin Helm and Mark Hennings
Recorder of Service: Carol Doss
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LSB 367

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012696
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361
Text: Philips Brooks, 1835-93. Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908. setting: Service Book and Hymnal,
1958, alt.
Text and Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334
Text: Sts. 4 & 5: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662; setting: Richard J. Heschke, b. 1939. Text: Public domain.
Setting: ©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Created by Lutheran Service Builder
“Away in a Manger” LSB 365
Text: Little Children's Book, Philadelphia, 1885, sts. 1-2; Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1892, st 3, alt.
Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921, setting: James E. Engel, 1925-89. Text and tune: Public domain.
Setting: ©1993 Mrs. James E. Engel. Created by Lutheran Service Builder
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, sts. 1-4, alt: Salisbury Hymn Book, Salisbury, 1857, st. 5, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.
Text and Tune: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder
===============================================================================================

ANNOUNCEMENTS
(The deadline for bulletin announcements is every Wednesday. Thank you!)

A short Congregational Meeting will be held today (December 20th),
directly after the 11:00 am worship service. Agenda: Second reading
of the change to the bylaws.
Celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, by purchasing a
beautiful poinsettia! Each year we decorate Holy Cross with poinsettias to
acknowledge the coming birth of our Lord. Poinsettias make a wonderful gift; the cost
is $10.00 each. Please reserve your poinsettias now, by placing your donation (made out
to Holy Cross LWML) into an envelope marked "Poinsettias" into the
offering plate. Pick up will be after the Christmas Day service or you may
pick up your poinsettia at a later date. Envelopes are available on the table
located outside of the Parish Hall today or in the Church Office during the
week (Tuesday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm).
9

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Until further notice, Sunday at Holy Cross begins at 10:00 am with Adult Bible

Study (Parish Hall) and Sunday School (Youth Room for 7th-9th Graders and
Classroom 3 for elementary students).
Worship Service then follows, beginning at 11:00 am outside the Parish Hall.

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
God’s blessings as you and your families prepare your hearts and homes for
Jesus’ birth.


Wednesdays of Advent continues to be hosted online on
December 23rd by Bethany Lutheran Church.
To join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNTh
VVkpzUT09 Meeting ID: 882 1079 5871 and Passcode: Jesus
To join via Facebook, go to: https://www.Facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach


Christmas Eve Worship Services are scheduled to be held outside in Friendship
Square at Bethany Lutheran Church on December 24th at 1:00, 2:30, 4:00 (full)
and 5:30 pm. Registration is required. The 1:00 pm service will be recorded and
will be available on the Bethany website later that day. To register go to:
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/christmas-eve-worship-registration/



Christmas Day Service will be held on December 25th at 11:00 am at Holy
Cross outside the Parish Hall.

COUCH CONVERSATIONS
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own to have some conversations
about our text and theme for worship – Luke 1: 26-38. We hope that these
conversations will help you as you continue to be formed spiritually.
As the Angel Gabriel visited Mary he gave a message that something amazing was about
to happen. Her life was about to change and through the child that would be born to her,
the whole world would change and be revived from death to life. This revival still comes
to pass through the service of Gods' people here on earth!
·
·
·

Share about a time you helped someone who was in need.
What are some other ways that you can be a servant of God?
How does God change people’s lives?
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Stop at the table
outside of the Parish Hall today!
If you have not yet done so, pick-up your
2021 Offering envelopes and the Portals of Prayer (Jan-Mar 2021).

Please ensure that nothing is left on the floor in the Parish Hall or Kitchen
during December. The janitors will be doing extra cleaning this month and
require the floors to be clear of all non-essential items.
Remember to return the Parish Hall to the same condition (or better) as prior to
the start of any event. All food is required to be removed from the facility
immediately after any event. This includes food disposed of in trashcans.

Wondering how to give your offering? One option is to bring
your offering directly to the Church Office. Just please be sure to stop
by during the Church Offices hours.

Tuesday through Thursday (9:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
(Remember to wear face mask upon entry to Church Office.)
The Church Office will be closed December 24 and 25.
We will be celebrating the birth of our Savior! O come let us adore Him!

Please submit articles, information, etc to hcsecretary@yahoo.com by December 27th
for the January issue of The Crossroad Newsletter.

11

A Special pre-recorded Christmas Service of Lessons, Carols and Prayers will be
available on Bethany’s website on December 21st: http://www.bethanylutheran.org
Enjoy during the entire week!
(*) Also, Concordia University Irvine will air its annual Christmas concert as a made-forTV special (1 hour), "All is Bright - A Concordia Christmas". The concert will be
available on their website (cui.edu/Christmas) and air on the following dates:
 PBS SoCal: December 22 at 8 pm, December 24 at 10 pm, and December 25 at 8 pm
 KCET: December 25 at 11 am
This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol)
Today
12/20 10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Service with HC (outside) with
Congregational Meeting following the service
3:00 pm
Boy Scouts
Monday
12/21
Tuesday
12/22 10:00 am - noon
Food Pantry
(*)
10:00 am
MAC
4:00 pm
Choir and Confirmation
Wednesday 12/23 1:00 pm
Living Way Bible Study
7:00 pm
Wednesdays of Advent Service (online via
Zoom or Facebook)
Thursday
12/24 1:00, 2:30, 4:00
Christmas Eve Worship Services at Bethany
(*)
and 5:30 pm
Lutheran (outside) - Registration is required
5:30 pm
Salam Ministries
Friday
12/25 11:00 am
Christmas Day Service (outside)
(*)

Saturday
Sunday

12/26
12/27

8:00 am
Men's Bible Study
10:00 am
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
11:00 am
Traditional Service (outside)
Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.
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