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3rd SUNDAY IN ADVENT

DECEMBER 13, 2020

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
The theme for Sunday Advent worship is: STIR IT UP!
STIR IT UP - in a media/social media driven world “stirring it up” has become an art form, not
only from those hoping to “make it”, but from those who have already “made it”. The Church
has historically, in the season of Advent prayed that God would “stir it up”; yet the “it” is us.
The prayers that God would “stir up His power” and move His people, through His Spirit’s
action in them, upon them and finally through them, as they anticipate His arrival here and now,
until they celebrate His return on the final day… and so we join the church of history and pray,
“Stir up Your power among us, O Lord, and fill us with REJOICING.”
WELCOME:

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader:

Stir up Your power, O God.
May we wear the mantel of praise
and rejoice in the good news of Your coming among us.
Give us courage and faith to proclaim in word and deed
that He who has come is coming again.

People:

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN:

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
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LSB 341

PRAYER OF THE WREATH:
Leader:

We praise You, O Lord for light!
While Advent wreaths mark these days of preparation
for Christ’s advent on the worship calendar,
may our lives mark these days of preparation for His final Advent.
So we pray, that You would kindle within us the flame of Your Spirit,
that we may be a light shining in the dark places of our world.
Enlighten us with Your grace that we may welcome others
even as You have welcomed us and stoke within us a servant’s heart
that we may serve our neighbors as You have served us.

People:

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

“Once He Came in Blessing”

Vs. 1 (Sung by Soloist)
Once He came in blessings, all our sins redressing
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; hope and freedom gave us.
Vs. 4 (Sung by Congregation)
Come, then, O Lord Jesus, from our sins release us,
Keep our hearts believing, that we, grace receiving,
Ever may confess You till in heav'n we bless You.
Leader:

He who came and is coming again, Jesus Christ,
comes here today with this promise:
In these words, in His stead and by His command
I forgive you all your sins.
Go in peace, rejoicing to be His now
and longing to rejoice with Him in heaven.

People:

Amen.

3

LSB 333

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walk in darkness will see a bright light.
The light will shine on those who live in the land of death’s shadow.
You will expand the nation and increase its happiness. It will be happy in your presence like
those who celebrate the harvest or rejoice when dividing loot. You will break the yoke that
burdens them, the bar that is across their shoulders, and the stick used by their oppressor, as you
did in the battle against Midian. Every warrior’s boot marching to the sound of battle and every
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel in the fire.
A child will be born for us. A son will be given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders.
He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His government and peace will have unlimited growth. He will establish David’s throne and
kingdom. He will uphold it with justice and righteousness now and forever. The LORD of Armies
is determined to do this! – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Always be joyful.

Never stop praying. Whatever happens, give thanks, because it is God’s will
in Christ Jesus that you do this.
Don’t put out the Spirit’s fire. Don’t despise what God has revealed. Instead, test everything.
Hold on to what is good. Keep away from every kind of evil.
May the God who gives peace make you holy in every way. May he keep your whole being—
spirit, soul, and body—blameless when our Lord Jesus Christ comes. The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:6-8

God sent a man named John to be his messenger.

John came to declare the truth about the light
so that everyone would become believers through his message. John was not the light, but he
came to declare the truth about the light. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
HYMN OF THE DAY:

“O Bride of Christ, Rejoice”

5

LSB 335

MESSAGE: “Stir Up Your Power Among Us, O Lord, and Fill Us with Rejoicing”
Text: Isaiah 9:2-3 & 6 and John 1:6-8

NICENE CREED:
(* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING:
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
THE BLESSING:
Leader:
People:

The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father,
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
And also with you!

CLOSING HYMN:

“The People That in Darkness Sat”
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY
Preacher: Pastor Seth Moorman
Scripture Reading: Jackson Hammond
Organist: Ken Culley
Usher: Kevin Helm and Mark Hennings
Recorder of Service: Carol Doss
Getting to Know Pastor Seth Moorman
Pastor Seth grew up not too far from Holy Cross. He is the son of a Lutheran Pastor and his
father served at St. Paul’s in Garden Grove. He is a graduate of Garden Grove High school and
received his undergraduate degree in education, majoring in Natural Science from Christ College
Irvine in 1992. Right out of college he served as the program director at Arrowhead Lutheran
Camp and then taught in Lutheran Schools in North Hollywood and Torrance. He is a graduate
of Concordia Seminary St. Louis, and studied at the Cross Cultural Ministry Center on the
campus of Concordia University, Irvine. He was ordained in 2008. His Grandparents Ralph and
Norma Bekebrede were long time members at Holy Cross before their move back to Missouri.
Pastor Seth’s wife Jill is the director of the Student Success program at Bethany Lutheran School
and together they have two high school daughters. Pastor Seth loves to cook for a crowd and is
happy when the house is full. The words of Job give him comfort and direction, “I know that my
Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.” -Job 19:25
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012696
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341
Text: Georg Weissel; tr. Catherine Winkworth, alt. Tune: August Lemke;
setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Text and music: Public domain.
“O Bride of Christ, Rejoice” LSB 335
Text: Danish, c. 1600; tr. Victor O, Petersen, 1864-1929, alt.
Tune: Der Bussfertige Sünder, Nürnberg, 1679; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.
Text and Music: Public domain
“The People That in Darkness Sat” LSB 412
Text: John Morison. Tune: Nicolaus Herman. Text and music: Public domain.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
(The deadline for bulletin announcements is every Wednesday. Thank you!)

Mark your calendar!
A short Congregational Meeting is scheduled for December 20th, directly
after the 11:00 am worship service. Agenda: Second reading of the change
to the bylaws.

Celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, by purchasing a
beautiful poinsettia! Each year we decorate Holy Cross with poinsettias to
acknowledge the coming birth of our Lord. Poinsettias make a wonderful gift;
the cost is $10.00 each. Please reserve your poinsettias now, by placing your
donation into an envelope marked "Poinsettias" into the offering plate. Pick up
will be after the Christmas Day service or you may pick up your poinsettia at a later date.

Holy Cross Events:
Until further notice, the events listed below will be held as noted. These events have been
determined to be in compliance with Covid requirements following our published guidelines and
social distancing:
 Sunday at Holy Cross begins at 10:00 am with Adult Bible Study (Parish Hall) and
Sunday School (Youth Room for 7th-9th Graders and Classroom 3 for elementary
students).
 Worship service then follows, beginning at 11:00 am outside the Parish Hall.
 Living Way Bible Study, Choir, MAC/LWML, Boy Scouts and Men's Saturday Study
will continue to be conducted in the Parish Hall.
 Confirmation will continue to be held in the Church Office Conference Room.
 Wednesday Advent Services will be held online (refer to Bethany Lutheran events).
 Christmas Day Service will be held on December 25th at 11:00 am outside the Parish
Hall.
Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.
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Bethany Lutheran Events:
An option for all of our members and their friends and family are the following various services
offered from Bethany Lutheran Church:


Outdoor Sunday Worship Services on the grassy field at 8:00 am and 9:30 am. A "drivein church" option is offered if it is easier and/or safer for you to remain in your car. You
can roll down your windows or turn on your car radio (87.9 FM) to listen to the worship
service. If attending on the grassy field, remember to register at
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/sunday-worship-services/ or go to the link on the
Bethany homepage at www.bethanylutheran.org



Online Sunday Worship Services which have been recorded and the following resources
are available: Worship Bulletins, Kids Worship Notes and Bible Discovery. Go to url:
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/worship-service-resources/



WEDNESDAYS of Advent (December 16th). Bethany is hosting a 7:00 pm Wednesday
evening Advent worship service via Zoom and Facebook. Everyone is invited.
To join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNThVVkpz
UT09 Meeting ID: 882 1079 5871 and Passcode: Jesus
To join via Facebook, go to: https://www.Facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach



Christmas Eve Worship Services are scheduled to be held outside in Friendship Square
on December 24th at 1:00, 2:30, 4:00 and 5:30 pm. Registration is required. The 1:00
pm service will be recorded and will be available on the Bethany website later that day.
Additional details and instructions for registration will be provided.

COUCH CONVERSATIONS:
Take some time this week with your family, or on your own to have some conversations about
our text and theme for worship – John 1: 6-8. We hope that these conversations will help you as
you continue to be formed spiritually.
In Advent we remember that the light of the world came to earth and is coming again. In this
season, daylight is short, but God's patience is long. The light of the world will come and we,
like John, can share with others the truth of the light of Christ.
- Are you afraid of the dark? What makes you scared?
- What makes you feel better when you are in the darkness?
- How does light make you happy and want to rejoice?
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Have you started your holiday shopping?
A great idea is to purchase scrip! We have scrip that can be purchased for gifts
as well as for your grocery shopping. Just contact Liz Ruhl (mruhl@aol.com).
Over 75 to choose from, including Bath & Body Works, El Torito, Kohls,
Panera, Itunes, Ross, Target, Home Goods, Claire's, Starbucks, Darden (Olive
Garden), Home Depot, Lowe's, Jo-Ann's Fabrics, Michael's, Petsmart, Walmart, etc.

Stop at the table
outside of the Parish Hall today!
Pick-up your 2021 Offering envelopes and the
Portals of Prayer (January - March 2021).

In a year when so much is uncertain, it’s comforting to think
about what is constant: taking time each year to remember
“the good news of great joy” and celebrate with loved ones.
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) has created a new
Christmas quiz: “Which Christmas Carol Are You?”
(https://t.e2ma.net/click/niems0/jflmtw/f06lahz). After
answering the following six short questions, LHM will
reveal the Christmas classic that most represents you this season. Hoping this quiz brings joy to
your heart during this unique time and reminds you of the blessings all around us. From sharing
gifts with family to retelling the story of our Savior’s birth, God’s faithful presence is here this
season—and always.







1 - Which scene says "Christmas" to you?
2 - One of your favorite Christmas memories is?
3 - Your greatest joy during the Christmas season is?
4 - The Christmas movie you watch every year is?
5 - The best Christmas gifts are?
6 - It's Christmas Eve. You are?

Please share the quiz with friends and family to give them a moment of lighthearted fun and
point them to the most hope-filled message we can sing about this year.
11

Tuesday through Thursday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
(Remember to wear face mask upon entry to Church Office.)

Please ensure that nothing is left on the floor in the Parish Hall or Kitchen during
December. The janitors will be doing extra cleaning this month and require the floors
to be clear of all non-essential items.
Also remember to return the Parish Hall to the same condition (or better) as prior to the
start of any event. All food is required to be removed from the facility immediately
after any event. This includes food disposed of in the trashcans.

“ALL IS BRIGHT! A CONCORDIA CHRISTMAS"
airing on PBS and KCET
We are invited to join as this brings light, hope, and joy to the 2020 Christmas season.
For the first time, Concordia University Irvine will air its annual Christmas concerts as a madefor-TV special, showcasing new performances and reliving highlights of past concerts. The hourlong broadcast "All is Bright - A Concordia Christmas" will be available on their website
(cui.edu/Christmas) and air on the following dates:
 PBS SoCal: December 22 at 8 pm, December 24 at 10 pm, and December 25 at 8 pm
 KCET: December 25 at 11 am

2020 Concordia University Advent Devotions
Spend some quiet time with the Lord by reading the 2020 Concordia Advent devotions shared by
Concordia University Irvine. Each Sunday, and on Christmas, CUI will post a new devotion for
our reflection and preparation during this Advent season. Visit CUI website at
www.cui.edu/advent
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This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(following HC published "Safe Together" Protocol)
Today

12/13

Monday
Tuesday

12/14
12/15

Wednesday

12/16

Thursday

12/17

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

12/18
12/19
12/20

10:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm

Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
Traditional Service (outside)
Boy Scouts

10:00 am - 12noon
10:00 am
4:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm

Food Pantry
MAC
Choir and Confirmation
Living Way Bible Study
Wednesdays of Advent Service (online via
Zoom or Facebook) refer to Bethany Events
Boy Scouts OA
Salam Ministries

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm

Men's Bible Study
Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study
Traditional Service with HC (outside) and
Congregational Meeting following
Boy Scouts

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.
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