
 1 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue, Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 

 

 

2
nd 

SUNDAY IN ADVENT                                                             DECEMBER 6, 2020 

  

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

 

The theme for Sunday Advent worship is:  STIR IT UP! 
 

Stir It Up -  in a media/social media driven world “stirring it up” has become an art form, 

not only from those hoping to “make it”, but from those who have already “made it”.  

The Church has historically, in the season of Advent prayed that God would “stir it up”; 

yet the “it” is us.  The prayers that God would “stir up His power” and move His people, 

through His Spirit’s action in them, upon them and finally through them, as they 

anticipate His arrival here and now, until they celebrate His return on the final day… and 

so we join the church of history and pray, “Stir up Your power among us, O Lord, and 

fill us with REPENTANCE.” 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   
 

Leader: Stir up Your power, O Lord,  

  to prepare the way for the coming of Your son.   

  Turn us toward You, move us to repentance and send us the Spirit  

  who enables Your people to delight in Your Son our Savior, Jesus. 
 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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OPENING HYMN:          “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”                       LSB 344  
 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE WREATH: 
 

Leader: We praise You, O Lord for light!  While Advent wreaths mark these days 

of preparation for Christ’s advent on the worship calendar,  

  may our lives mark these days of preparation for His final Advent.   

  So we pray, that You would kindle within us the flame of Your Spirit,  

  that we may be a light shining in the dark places of our world.   

  Enlighten us with Your grace that we may welcome others  

  even as You have welcomed us and stoke within us a servant’s heart  

  that we may serve our neighbors as You have served us.   
 

People: Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”     LSB 334  
 

 

      Vs. 4 (Sung by Congregation) 
 

Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me. 

Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, that led You to embrace 

In love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race. 

 

Vs. 5 (Sung by Soloist) 
 

Sin's debt, that fearful burden, cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring the peace of sin forgiv'n, 

His children thus securing eternal life in heav'n. 

 
Leader:  The Lord is here to greet you in love and grace,  

  and soon enough you will greet Him in the splendor of His glory.   

  It is my joy to remind you that it is His glory to have mercy,  

  and He has had mercy on you and forgiven you of all your sins.   

  Go in peace to daily turn to Him and turn from sin. 
 

People: Amen. 
 

 

 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE:   Psalm  85:8-13 
 

I want to hear what God the LORD says, because he promises peace to his people, to his 

godly ones. But they must not go back to their stupidity. Indeed, his salvation is near 

those who fear him, and his glory will remain in our land. Mercy and truth have met.  

Righteousness and peace have kissed. Truth sprouts from the ground, and righteousness 

looks down from heaven. The LORD will certainly give us what is good, and our land will 

produce crops. Righteousness will go ahead of him and make a path for his steps.  –  

GW® 
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Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE:   Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

 

“Comfort my people!  Comfort them!” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and 

announce to it that its time of hard labor is over and its wrongs have been paid for. It has 

received from the LORD double for all its sins.” 
 

A voice cries out in the desert: “Clear a way for the LORD. Make a straight highway in 

the wilderness for our God. Every valley will be raised.  Every mountain and hill will be 

lowered. Steep places will be made level.  Rough places will be made smooth. Then 

the LORD’s glory will be revealed and all people will see it together. The LORD has 

spoken.” 
 

A voice called, “Call out!” 
 

I asked, “What should I call out?” 
 

“Call out: All people are like grass, and all their beauty is like a flower in the field. 

Grass dries up, and flowers wither when the LORD’s breath blows on them. Yes, people 

are like grass. Grass dries up, and flowers wither, but our God’s word will last forever.” 

 

Go up a high mountain, Zion.  Tell the good news! Call out with a loud voice, Jerusalem.  

Tell the good news! Raise your voice without fear. Tell the cities of Judah: “Here is your 

God!” The Almighty LORD is coming with power to rule with authority. His reward is 

with him, and the people he has won arrive ahead of him. 

 

Like a shepherd he takes care of his flock. He gathers the lambs in his arms. He carries 

them in his arms. He gently helps the sheep and their lambs.  –  GW® 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL:   Luke  3:1-18 
 

It was the fifteenth year in the reign of the Emperor Tiberius.  Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea.  Herod ruled Galilee, and his brother Philip ruled Iturea and 

Trachonitis.  Lysanias was the ruler of Abilene.  It was at the time when Annas and 

Caiaphas were chief priests that God spoke to John, son of Zechariah, in the desert.  John 

traveled throughout the region around the Jordan River.  He told people about a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  As the prophet Isaiah wrote in his book, 
 

“A voice cries out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way for the Lord!  Make his paths straight! 

Every valley will be filled.  Every mountain and hill will be leveled. The crooked ways 

will be made straight.  The rough roads will be made smooth. All people will see the 

salvation that God gives.’” 
 

Crowds of people were coming to be baptized by John.  He would say to them, “You 

poisonous snakes!  Who showed you how to flee from God’s coming anger?  Do those 

things that prove that you have turned to God and have changed the way you think and 

act.  Don’t say, ‘Abraham is our ancestor.’  I guarantee that God can raise up descendants 

for Abraham from these stones. The ax is now ready to cut the roots of the trees.  Any 

tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into a fire.” 
 

The crowds asked him, “What should we do?” He answered them, “Whoever has two 

shirts should share with the person who doesn’t have any.  Whoever has food should 

share it too.” 
 

Some tax collectors came to be baptized.  They asked him, “Teacher, what should we 

do?” He told them, “Don’t collect more money than you are ordered to collect.” 
 

Some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He told them, “Be satisfied with 

your pay, and never use threats or blackmail to get money from anyone.” 
 

People’s hopes were rising as they all wondered whether John was the Messiah.  John 

replied to all of them, “I baptize you with water.  But the one who is more powerful than 

I is coming.  I am not worthy to untie his sandal straps.  He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing shovel is in his hand to clean up his threshing floor.  

He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn the husks in a fire that can never 

be put out.” With many other encouraging words, he told the Good News to the people.  –  

GW® 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

 

OFFERING       
 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY             “The Advent of Our King”                           LSB 331 
 

 

 

 

 
5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
 

 

 

MESSAGE:  “Stir Up Your Power Among Us, O Lord, and Fill Us with Repentance” 

             Text:  Luke 3:1-18 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
  

(* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 
 

 

+    The Service of Holy Communion    + 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord 

gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 

desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
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+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

THE BLESSING:  
 

 

Leader:            The Lord bless you and keep you, make His face shine upon you  

 and be gracious unto you and give you peace. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN:            “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"                       LSB 338                                                 
 

 
 

 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher:  Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer 

Liturgist: Pastor Seth Moorman 

Scripture Reading: Ashlyn Bowman 

Organist:  Ken Culley 

Usher:  Kevin Helm and Mark Hennings 

Recorder of Service:  Carol Doss 
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Getting to Know Pastor Seth Moorman 

Pastor Seth grew up not too far from Holy Cross.  He is the son of a Lutheran Pastor and 

his father served at St. Paul’s in Garden Grove.  He is a graduate of Garden Grove High 

school and received his undergraduate degree in education, majoring in Natural Science 

from Christ College Irvine in 1992.  Right out of college he served as the program 

director at Arrowhead Lutheran Camp and then taught in Lutheran Schools in North 

Hollywood and Torrance.  He is a graduate of Concordia Seminary St. Louis, and studied 

at the Cross Cultural Ministry Center on the campus of Concordia University, Irvine.  He 

was ordained in 2008.  His Grandparents Ralph and Norma Bekebrede were long time 

members at Holy Cross before their move back to Missouri.  Pastor Seth’s wife Jill is the 

director of the Student Success program at Bethany Lutheran School and together they 

have two high school daughters.  Pastor Seth loves to cook for a crowd and is happy 

when the house is full.  The words of Job give him comfort and direction, “I know that 

my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.” -Job 19:25 
 
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 

 
“On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” LSB 344 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite. Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621. Text and tune: Public domain.  

 
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662. Text and tune: Public domain. 

 

“The Advent of Our King” LSB 331 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt. Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76. Text and tune: Public domain.  

 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" LSB 338  

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven. Text and Tune: Public Domain.   

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(The deadline for bulletin announcements is every Wednesday. Thank you!) 

 

 

A "thank you" goes out to the Youth Group and Boy Scouts for taking time this past 

week to decorate Holy Cross for the Christmas season.  Thank you! 
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Please pray for peace and comfort for the families of Marcy Terby and 

Tony Barrett who are now in the arms of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Tony 

Barrett, former Holy Cross member, passed away on November 15th.  A 

memorial service is scheduled for December 6th (today) at 2pm at 

Concordia Lutheran Church (Cerritos).  Marcy passed away on November 

16th.  No service is planned at this time.   
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS   

Tuesday – Thursday from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM   

(Remember to wear face mask upon entry to Church Office.) 

 
Holy Cross "Safe Together" Protocol 

 Use a Mask. 

 Sanitize hands as you enter the facility. 

 Open outside doors for air circulation. 

 How to Greet: Say hello - no touching.  (No handshakes or hugs) 

 Keep Your Distance - about 6 feet away. 

 Wash your hands often. 

 Avoid Crowds - Keep Groups around 10. 

 Stay at Home if You are Sick. 

 Have Sanitation Liquid or Wipes Available. 

 Clean Surfaces when you come and when you leave. 

 If you are in fear - Pray as you go. 

 
COVID 19 Update: Due to Covid 19 “purple” status, events are scheduled as follows: 

 Sunday at Holy Cross will begin at 10 am with Adult Bible Study (Parish Hall) 

and Sunday School (Youth Room for 7th-9th Graders and Classroom 3 for 

elementary students).   

 Worship service will then begin at 11 am outside the Parish Hall.  

 Living Way Bible Study, Choir, MAC/LWML, Boy Scouts and Men's Saturday 

Study will continue to be conducted in the Parish Hall. 

 Confirmation will continue in the Church Office Conference Room. 

 Wednesday Advent Services will be held online (refer to Bethany events). 

 At this time, planning is in process for Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Services. 

Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board.  
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Bethany Lutheran Events:   

An option for all of our members and their friends and family are the following various 

services offered from Bethany Lutheran Church: 

 Outdoor Sunday Worship Services on the grassy field at 8 am and 9:30 am.  A 

"drive-in church" option is offered if it is easier and/or safer for you to remain in 

your car.  Instead of rolling down your windows, you can use your car radio (87.9 

FM) to listen to the worship service.  If attending on the grassy field, remember to 

register at http://www.bethanylutheran.org/sunday-worship-services/ 

 Online Sunday Worship Services which have been recorded and include links to 

the Church Services, Worship Bulletins, Kids Worship Notes and Bible Discovery 

Resources. Go to url: http://www.bethanylutheran.org/worship-service-resources/  

 WEDNESDAYS of Advent (December 2nd, 9th and 16th). Bethany is hosting 

a 7:00 pm Wednesday evening off campus, at home, Advent worship event via 

Zoom.  Everyone is invited.  To join the Zoom Meeting:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNTh

VVkpzUT09  Meeting ID: 882 1079 5871 and Passcode: Jesus 

You can also join via facebook.  If you do not have a Facebook Account, go to: 

https://www.Facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach 

 
COUCH CONVERSATIONS: Take some time this week with your family, or on your 

own to have some conversations about our text and theme for worship.  We hope that 
these conversations will help you as you continue to be formed spiritually. 

Luke 3:1-18: In our reading today John the Baptist is helping the people get ready for 

the coming of the Messiah by preaching about repentance. To repent means to turn 

away from your sin. Repentance is something we all need to practice as we wait for the 

return of Jesus. 

- How does repenting help us get ready for Jesus to come back? 

- What are some things you need to repent of? 

- Why is it important to know that your sins are forgiven because of Jesus? 

- How can we "produce fruit in keeping with repentance"? (verse 8) 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/sunday-worship-services/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/worship-service-resources/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNThVVkpzUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNThVVkpzUT09
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach
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In a year when so much is uncertain, it’s comforting to 

think about what is constant: taking time each year to 

remember “the good news of great joy” and celebrate 

with loved ones. Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) 

has created a new Christmas quiz, "Which 

Christmas Carol are You?" After answering 6 

questions, LHM will reveal the Christmas classic that 

most represents you this season. Hoping this quiz brings joy to your heart during this 

unique time and reminds you of the blessings all around us. From sharing gifts with 

family to retelling the story of our Savior’s birth, God’s faithful presence is here this 

season—and always.  Go to https://t.e2ma.net/click/niems0/jflmtw/f06lahz 

 1 - Which scene says "Christmas" to you? 

 2 - One of your favorite Christmas memories is? 

 3 - Your greatest joy during the Christmas season is? 

 4 - The Christmas movie you watch every year is? 

 5 - The best Christmas gifts are? 

 6 - It's Christmas Eve. You are? 

 
 

“ALL IS BRIGHT!  A CONCORDIA CHRISTMAS"  

Airing on PBS and KCET  

(December 22nd, 24th and 25th) 
For the first time, Concordia University Irvine will air its annual Christmas concerts as a 

made-for-TV special, showcasing new performances and reliving highlights of past 

concerts. The hour-long broadcast "All is Bright - A Concordia Christmas" will air on 

the following dates and stations, as well as on their website at cui.edu/christmas.  

 PBS SoCal: December 22 at 8 pm, December 24 at 10 pm, and December 25 at 8 pm 

 KCET: December 25 at 11 am 

2020 Concordia University Advent Devotions 
Spend some quiet time with the Lord by reading the 2020 Concordia Advent devotions 

shared by Concordia University Irvine (CUI).  Each Sunday, and on Christmas, CUI will 

post a new devotion for our reflection and preparation during this Advent season.  Visit 

CUI website at www.cui.edu/advent 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/niems0/jflmtw/f06lahz
https://cui.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d748842a42b47cb556a900446&id=fa4518edad&e=4b6d0e3935
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This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (with HC "Safe Together" Protocol) 

 

Today 12/6 10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

  11:00 am Traditional Service with HC (outside) 

  3:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Monday 12/7   

Tuesday 12/8 10:00 am - 12noon Food Pantry 

  10:00 am MAC 

  4:00 pm Choir and Confirmation 

Wednesday 12/9 1:00 pm Living Way Bible Study 

  7:00 pm Wednesdays of Advent (Zoom or Facebook) 

Thursday 12/10 5:30 pm Salam Ministries 

Friday 12/11   

Saturday 12/12 8:00 am Men's Bible Study 

Sunday 12/6 10:00 am Sunday School, Youth Group and Bible Study 

  11:00 am Traditional Service (outside) 

  3:00 pm Boy Scouts 

 

 Any additional events require prior approval by the Leadership Board. 

 Also remember to return the Parish Hall to the same condition (or better) as 

prior to the event.  All food is required to be removed from the facility 

immediately after any event.  This includes food disposed of in the trashcans. 

 If you have a request and/or concern regarding property usage or repair, 

please contact a member of the Leadership Board: Les Friend, Ken Culley, 

Betty Koester or Dan Moyer. 

 
Have you started your holiday shopping?  A great idea is to purchase 

scrip!  We have scrip that can be purchased for gifts as well as for your 

grocery shopping.  Just stop at the Scrip table today or contact Liz Ruhl 

(mruhl@aol.com).  Over 75 to chose from, including Bath & Body Works, 

El Torito, Kohls, Panera, Itunes, Ross, Target, Home Goods ..... 

 
 

Pick-up your 2021 Offering envelopes today! 

 (located on the table outside of the Parish Hall) 

 


