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1st SUNDAY IN ADVENT

NOVEMBER 29, 2020

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:

Stir up Your power, Lord Christ, and come.

People:

In a world filled with spiritual darkness
may we be ever watchful for Your light
and bearers of that Light until Your advent dawns.

Leader:

Keep Your people ready for Your arrival, Lord,
and by Your Spirit strengthen us to the end;
that we may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ
in whose name we pray and gather.

People:

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

PRAYER OF THE WREATH
Leader:

We praise You, O Lord for light!
While Advent wreaths mark these days of preparation
for Christ’s advent on the worship calendar,
may our lives mark these days of preparation for His final Advent.
So we pray, that You would kindle within us the flame of Your Spirit,
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that we may be a light shining in the dark places of our world.
Enlighten us with Your grace that we may welcome others
even as You have welcomed us and stoke within us a servant’s heart
that we may serve our neighbors as You have served us.
People:

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
“Once He Came in Blessing”

LSB 333

Vs. 1 (Sung by Soloist)
Once He came in blessings, all our sins redressing
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; hope and freedom gave us.
Vs. 4 (Sung by Congregation)
Come, then, O Lord Jesus, from our sins release us,
Keep our hearts believing, that we, grace receiving,
Ever may confess You till in heav'n we bless You.
Leader:

He who came and is coming again, Jesus Christ,
comes here today with this promise:
In these words, in His stead and by His command
I forgive you all your sins. Go in peace, ready to greet Him
and ready to introduce Him to a waiting world.

People:

Amen.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 64:1-9

If only You would split open the heavens and come down!
The mountains would quake at Your presence.
Be like the fire that kindles brushwood and makes water boil.
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Come down to make Your name known to Your enemies.
The nations will tremble in Your presence.
When You did awe-inspiring things that we didn’t expect,
You came down and the mountains quaked in your presence.
No one has ever heard,
no one has paid attention,
and no one has seen any god except You.
You help those who wait for You.
You greeted the one who gladly does right and remembers Your ways.
You showed Your anger, because we’ve sinned.
We’ve continued to sin for a long time. Can we still be saved?
We’ve all become unclean,
and all our righteous acts are like permanently stained rags.
All of us shrivel like leaves,
and our sins carry us away like the wind.
No one calls on Your name
or tries to hold on to You.
You have hidden Your face from us.
You have let us be ruined by our sins.
But now, LORD, You are our Father.
We are the clay, and You are our potter.
We are the work of Your hands.
Don’t be too angry, LORD.
Don’t remember our sin forever.
Now look, we are all Your people. – GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Good will and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are yours!
I always thank God for you because Christ Jesus has shown you God’s good will. Through
Christ Jesus you have become rich in every way—in speech and knowledge of every kind. Our
message about Christ has been verified among you. Therefore, you don’t lack any gift as you
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wait eagerly for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will continue to give you strength until
the end so that no one can accuse you of anything on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God
faithfully keeps His promises. He called you to be partners with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
– GW®
Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37

“Now, after the misery of those days, the sun will turn dark, the moon will not give light, the
stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the universe will be shaken.
“Then people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. He will
send out His angels, and from every direction under the sky, they will gather those whom God
has chosen.
“Learn from the story of the fig tree. When its branch becomes tender and it sprouts leaves, you
know summer is near. In the same way, when you see these things happen, you know that he is
near, at the door.
“I can guarantee this truth: This generation will not disappear until all these things take place.
The earth and the heavens will disappear, but my words will never disappear.
“No one knows when that day or hour will come. Even the angels in heaven and the Son don’t
know. Only the Father knows. Be careful! Watch! You don’t know the exact time. It is like a
man who went on a trip. As he left home, he put his servants in charge. He assigned work to
each one and ordered the guard to be alert. Therefore, be alert, because you don’t know when
the owner of the house will return. It could be in the evening or at midnight or at dawn or in the
morning. Make sure he doesn’t come suddenly and find you asleep. I’m telling everyone what
I’m telling you: ‘Be alert!’”
– GW®
Leader:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.
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+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING
HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Praise and Thanksgiving”

SERMON

NICENE CREED:
(* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
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begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
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Amen.

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
THE BLESSING:
Leader:
People:

The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the
Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you always
And also with you!

CLOSING HYMN:

“Hark the Glad Sound”
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY
Preacher: Pastor Nader Hanna
Liturgist: Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer
Scripture Reading: Kurt Fuqua
Organist: Ken Culley
Usher: Jim Coontz
Recorder of Service: Carol Doss
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012696
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710;
tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66 alt. Tune: French, 15th cent.; setting: C. Winfred Douglass, 1867-1944
Text and music: Public domain.
“Once He Came in Blessing” LSB 333
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, sts. 1, 4, alt;
tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006, sts. 2-3. Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534.
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain.
“Praise and Thanksgiving” LSB 789
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-84. Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press.
All rights reserved. Music: Public domain. Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110000425
“Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51. Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820;
setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Text and music: Public domain

GETTING TO KNOW PASTOR KEVIN KRITZER
Pastor Kevin grew up just down the street from Holy Cross on the corner of Chapman and Knott. He
graduated from Pacifica High School, where he attended with Holy Cross families the Hineline's and
Ernst's. He met his wife Connie at Christ College in Irvine (Concordia University). Connie is a Lutheran
School teacher and currently serves on the Student Success team at Bethany Lutheran School as a reading
specialist. Their daughter, also a CUI alum, and son-in-law live in Garden Grove. Their eldest son is in
his final semester at CUI and their youngest son is in his sophomore year at Cypress College. After
graduating from Concordia Seminary St. Louis, they’ve spent all of their nearly 30 years of ministry in
the PSW serving Grace Lutheran Bishop, Fountain of Life Lutheran Tucson and Bethany Lutheran Long
Beach for the past 18 years. The Kritzer's love travel, family game night and their church community.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
COVID 19 UPDATE: Due to the recent change in status to purple, we will not
be worshiping indoor at this time. The following will be held as has been
determined in compliance following our published guidelines and following
social distancing:






Sunday at Holy Cross will begin at 10 am with Adult Bible Study (Parish Hall) and
Sunday School (Youth Room for 7th-9th Graders and Classroom 3 for elementary
students).
Worship service will then begin at 11 am outside the Parish Hall.
Living Way Bible Study, Choir, MAC LWML and Men's Saturday Study will continue to
be conducted in the Parish Hall as scheduled.
At this time, planning is in process regarding Wednesday Advent Services, Christmas
Fellowship, Christmas Eve Service and Christmas Day Service. Details will be
forthcoming as we draw nearer to the season.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday – Thursday from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
(Closed Mondays and Fridays)
BETHANY LUTHERAN EVENTS: An option for all of our members and their friends and
family are the following various services offered from Bethany Lutheran Church:





Outdoor Sunday Worship Services on the grassy Field at 8 am and 9:30 am.
Online Sunday Worship Services which have been recorded and include links to the
Church Service, Worship Bulletin, Kids Worship Notes and Bible Discovery Resources.
Go to url: http://www.bethanylutheran.org/worship-service-resources/
WEDNESDAYS of Advent (December 2nd, 9th and 16th). Bethany is hosting a 7:00
PM Wednesday evening off campus, at home, Advent worship event via Zoom.
Everyone is invited. To Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210795871?pwd=akRUSW5mdytSZ3hTWmIzNThVVkpz
UT09 Meeting ID: 882 1079 5871 and Passcode: Jesus
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COUCH CONVERSATIONS: Take some time this week with your family, or on your
own to have some conversations about our text and theme for worship. Perhaps you can do this
on the couch right after the last song or later around the dinner table. You could even use them
to have conversations in the car. We hope that these conversations will help you as you continue
to be formed spiritually.
Mark 13:24-37
At first glance, today's Gospel reading doesn't sound very merry or appropriate for the season of
Christmas. But remember that Advent is not just getting us ready for Christmas, but is also
getting us ready for when Jesus will return. With that in mind, these verses remind us to get
ready!
- What do you do at home to get ready for Christmas?
- How should we get ready for the return of Jesus?
- How will the return of Jesus be a better celebration than Christmas?

“ALL IS BRIGHT! A CONCORDIA CHRISTMAS"
COVID has brought a number of changes to the way we will celebrate the Christmas season.
Concordia University has a unique opportunity to share the good news, help us adore Him and
celebrate the light that shines because of Christ’s birth by airing "All is Bright! A Concordia
Christmas" on PBS SoCal on December 22, 24 and 25. Check your local listings.

11

The Youth Group and the Boy Scouts will be decorating the church on December 5th
(Saturday) from 9 am to 12:00 noon. Please add this to
your calendar if you would like to help. This year it is more
important than ever that we add as much beauty to our lives as
possible. This will be a Holy season unlike any we have
experienced. Let’s prepare to make it beautiful and joyful.
This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (following HC published COVID guidelines)
Today

11/29

10:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm

Monday
Tuesday

11/30
12/1

Wednesday

12/2

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

12/3
12/4
12/5

Sunday

12/6

10:00 am
10:00 am
4:00 pm
1:00 pm

5:30 pm
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm

Sunday School, Youth Group and
Bible Study
Traditional Service (outside)
Boy Scouts
Food Pantry
MAC
Choir and Confirmation
Living Way Bible Study
(Note: Leadership BOD meeting
to be rescheduled)
Salam Ministries
Men's Bible Study
Youth & Boy Scouts Decorate
Sunday School and Bible Study
Traditional Service with HC
(outside)
Boy Scouts
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