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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
4321 W. Cerritos Avenue 

Cypress, CA  90630 

www.holycrosscypress.com 

 (714) 527-7225 

 

 
 

 

 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR                                                      NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
 

 

+    God Gathers Us In His Presence    + 
 

WELCOME 

 

 

INVOCATION: 

Leader:   In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

People:   Amen.  (Matthew 28:19b; 18:20) 

 

Leader:   Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  (Hebrews 

10:22) 
 

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 

People:   who made heaven and earth.  (Psalm 124:8) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   
 

 

Leader:   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

 

People:   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
(Psalm 32:5) 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

Leader:   Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

People:   O most merciful God,  

 who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us,  
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 have mercy upon us and for His sake  

 grant us remission of all our sins;  

 and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You  

 and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word,  

 to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

Leader:   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die 

for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name He gives 

power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes 

and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all..   
 (Mark 16:16; John 2:12)   
 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

KYRIE:  Spoken                               
 

Leader:   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of  

  all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

  let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

OPENING HYMN:                                    “Christ is Our Cornerstone”                              LSB 912  
 

 

 
 

+    God Gives Us the Gift of His Word    + 
 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE:   Psalm 95:1-7a   
 

Come, let’s sing joyfully to the LORD. 

    Let’s shout happily to the rock of our salvation. 

    Let’s come into his presence with a song of thanksgiving. 

    Let’s shout happily to him with psalms. 

The LORD is a great God and a great king above all gods. 
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    In his hand are the deep places of the earth, 

        and the mountain peaks are his. 
 

    The sea is his. 

        He made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 
 

Come, let’s worship and bow down. 

    Let’s kneel in front of the LORD, our maker, 

        because he is our God 

            and we are the people in his care, 

                the flock that he leads.  –  GW® 

 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE:   Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

I, too, have heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all of God’s people.  For this reason I 

never stop thanking God for you.  I always remember you in my prayers.  I pray that the glorious Father, the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, would give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know Christ 

better.  Then you will have deeper insight.  You will know the confidence that he calls you to have and the 

glorious wealth that God’s people will inherit.  You will also know the unlimited greatness of his power as it 

works with might and strength for us, the believers.  He worked with that same power in Christ when he 

brought him back to life and gave him the honored position—the one next to God the Father on the heavenly 

throne.  He is far above all rulers, authorities, powers, lords, and all other names that can be named, not only in 

this present world but also in the world to come.  God has put everything under the control of Christ.  He has 

made Christ the head of everything for the good of the church.  The church is Christ’s body and completes him 

as he fills everything in every way.  –  GW® 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew  25:31-46 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all his angels are with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 

 The people of every nation will be gathered in front of him.  He will separate them as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right but the goats on his left. 

 

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, my Father has blessed you!  Inherit the kingdom prepared 

for you from the creation of the world.  I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat.  I was thirsty, and you 

gave me something to drink.  I was a stranger, and you took me into your home.  I needed clothes, and you gave 

me something to wear.  I was sick, and you took care of me.  I was in prison, and you visited me.’ 

 

“Then the people who have God’s approval will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you 

or see you thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you as a stranger and take you into our 

homes or see you in need of clothes and give you something to wear?  When did we see you sick or in prison 

and visit you?’ 

 

“The king will answer them, ‘I can guarantee this truth:  Whatever you did for one of my brothers or sisters, no 

matter how unimportant they seemed, you did for me.’ 

 

“Then the king will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me!  God has cursed you!  Go into everlasting fire 

that was prepared for the devil and his angels!  I was hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat.  I was thirsty, and 

you gave me nothing to drink.  I was a stranger, and you didn’t take me into your homes.  I needed clothes, and 

you didn’t give me anything to wear.  I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t take care of me.’ 
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“They, too, will ask, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or as a stranger or in need of clothes or sick 

or in prison and didn’t help you?’ 

 

“He will answer them, ‘I can guarantee this truth:  Whatever you failed to do for one of my brothers or sisters, 

no matter how unimportant they seemed, you failed to do for me.’ 

 

“These people will go away into eternal punishment, but those with God’s approval will go into eternal life.”  –  

GW® 
 

 

+  We Give Thanks for God’s Word  + 
 

 

MESSAGE:     “Under Cover King”  

                           Text:  Matthew 25:31-46                       
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                                  “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”                          LSB 873  
 

 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED: 
 

(* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.   

On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

+    God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service    + 
 

 

BIDDING PRAYER:  
 

 

Leader:   Let us pray for the church,  

  that God would keep her faithfully on the true foundation,  

  Jesus Christ and defend her against the assaults of the devil. 

People:   Almighty and everlasting God,  

  You have revealed Your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ,  

  this world’s Light.   

  Protect your church spread throughout all nations  
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  that it may serve you in joyfulness, faithfulness, perseverance  

  and be kept safe from the adversary and his dangerous desires. 
 

Leader:   Let us pray for all in authority  

  that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty:  
 

People:   O merciful Father in heaven,  

  because You hold in Your hand all the might of man  

  and because you have ordained,  

  for the punishment of evildoers    

  and for the praise of those who do well,  

  all powers that exist in all the nations of the world,  

  we humbly pray You graciously regard Your servants,  

  especially the President and Congress of the United States,  

  our Governor and all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 
 

Leader:   Let us pray that Jesus the Great Physician and Good Shepherd  

  would  deliver the world from disease, grant health to the sick,  

  lead those in bondage to freedom,  

  and grant safe journeys to those who travel.  
 

People:   Precious Lord,  

  the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of the weak,  

  may the prayers of those in distress and tribulation come before you, so that in all their  

  needs,  they might receive Your powerful help and comfort.   
 

Leader:   Let us pray for our enemies, that God would be merciful to them. 

 

People:  Blessed Lord Jesus, You call us to pray for our enemies,  

  those who persecute us and speak ill of us;  

  You  command us to love those who hate us  

  and do good to those who intend to harm us.   

  We pray, that You would work faith, love  

  and repentance in every heart;  

  and that we would be of one accord, one spirit and one mind  

  with all people, having become One with You. 
 

Leader:   Let us pray for those outside the Church,  

  that the Spirit would move mightily, call many to faith,  

  gather them into the family of God and grant them life in Christ. 
 

People:   Jesus the true vine, only Son of the Father, Friend of Sinners  

  move us to lift to You those who do not know You,  

  or who have refused to hear Your Word,  

  make us instruments of Your peace,  

  and ambassadors of Your Gospel,  

  and expand Your kingdom among us  

  that many would be welcomed into the fellowship of Your church. 

  Finally, let us pray for all these things  

  which our Lord would have us ask, praying, Our Father… 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                                      “Christ the Eternal Lord”                           LSB 829  
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Preacher:  Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer 

Liturgist: Pastor Mark Siegert  

Scripture Reading:  Les Friend 

Organist:  Ken Culley 

Ushers:  Les Friend and Jim Coontz 

Powerpoint Operator:  Jean Stone 

Recorder of Service:  Grace Hennings 

 

COPYRIGHTS 

"Christ is our Cornerstone" LSB 912. Text and Music: Public domain. 

"Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies" LSB 873. Test and Tune: Public domain. 

"Christ the Eternal Lord" LSB 829. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000420. Tune: Public domain. 

 

Getting to know Pastor Kevin Kritzer   
Pastor Kevin grew up just down the street from Holy Cross on the corner of Chapman and Knott.  He graduated 

from Pacifica High School, where he attended with Holy Cross families the Hinelines and Ernsts.  He met his 

wife Connie at Christ College in Irvine (Concordia University).  Connie is a Lutheran School teacher and 

currently serves on the Student Success team at Bethany Lutheran school as a reading specialist.  Their 

daughter, also a CUI alum, and son-in-law live in Garden Grove.  Their eldest son is in his final semester at CUI 

and their youngest son is in his sophomore year at Cypress college. After graduating from Concordia Seminary 

St. Louis, they’ve spent all of their nearly 30 years of ministry in the PSW serving Grace Lutheran Bishop, 

Fountain of Life Lutheran Tucson and Bethany Lutheran Long Beach for the past 18 years.  The Kritzers love 

travel, family game night and their church community. 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Tuesday – Thursday from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.   

Closed Mondays and Fridays. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Church Office will be closed on Thursday, November 26. 

We will be counting our blessings for Thanksgiving. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

COVID 19 Update 
Due to the recent change in status to purple, we will not be worshiping indoor at this time.  The following will 

be held as has been determined in compliance following our published guidelines and following social 

distancing: 

 Sunday at Holy Cross will begin at 10 am with Adult Bible Study (Parish Hall) and Sunday School 

(Youth Room for 7th-9th Graders and Classroom 3 for elementary students).   

 Worship service will then begin at 11 am outside the Parish Hall.  

 The Thanksgiving Brunch planned for November 29th is cancelled. 

 Living Way Bible Study, Choir, MAC LWML and Men's Saturday Study will continue to be conducted 

in the Parish Hall as scheduled. 

 At this time, planning is in process regarding Wednesday Advent Services, Christmas Fellowship, 

Christmas Eve Service and Christmas Day Service.  Details will be forthcoming as we draw nearer to 

the season. 
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Bethany Lutheran Events 

An option for all of our members and their friends and family are the following various services offered from 
Bethany Lutheran Church: 

 Outdoor Sunday Worship Services on the grassy Field at 8 am and 9:30 am. 

 Online Sunday Worship Services which have been recorded and include links to the Church Service, 

Worship Bulletin, Kids Worship Notes and Bible Discovery Resources. Go to url: 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/worship-service-resources/  

 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 AT 7:00 PM!  Join  Bethany on Facebook Live to sing some songs, hear a 
story, spend time in prayer and get s'more Jesus at the end of the day. This event is for all ages but kids 
are going to love it.  Follow the Bethany Lutheran Page at:  
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/ 

COUCH CONVERSATIONS  

Take some time this week with your family, or on your own to have some conversations about our text and 
theme for worship.  Perhaps you can do this on the couch right after the last song or later around the dinner 
table.  You could even use them to have conversations in the car.  We hope that these conversations will help 
you as you continue to be formed spiritually. 

Matthew 25:31-46 

In this parable, Jesus tells us what will happen when he returns.  Some think that this is a scary story but the 
children of God have been given an inheritance that we share with others.  

- How can you use what God has given you to be a blessing to your neighbor? 

- Where do you see God at work in the world? 

- Good works don't make you a sheep, you are made a sheep by the work that Jesus has done for you! How 
does that make you feel? 

 

The Crossroad Newsletter 
 

Please submit articles, information, etc to hcsecretary@yahoo.com by November 25th for the 

December issue. 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/worship-service-resources/
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach/
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Operation Christmas Child 

89 Shoeboxes! 
  

Operation Christmas Child  shoeboxes have left Holy Cross to be sent to 

children around the world. 

 
THANK YOU Holy Cross church family and Together Church (on our campus) for your generous response to 

Operation Christmas Child.   What a joy to know these shoeboxes are tools that provide an opportunity to touch 

a child's life for eternity.Please remember to pray these next weeks for the children who receive a shoebox that 

their hearts will be open to the Good News of Jesus Christ. THANK YOU to all our helpers involved in this 

ministry. 

 
Holy Cross Christian Fellowship Event (not cancelled at this time) 

Friday, December 11th at 6:00 pm 

Cost: $15.00 (adults), $10.00 (youth) 

Dinner and Entertainment - Once again, Tony O’Dell Rogers will be entertaining us.  This year only, because 

of Covid 19,  we are limited to 50 members (to be confirmed based upon COVID restrictions) and their 

immediate families, so make your reservation early.  See Betty Koester to reserve your place. 

Also there will be a gift exchange - $10 (adults), $5 (youth) 

We will have a box to donate toys for the needy if you wish to participate. 

 

This week at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (following HC published COVID guidelines) 

Today 11/22 10:00 am Sunday School and Bible Study 

  11:00 am Traditional Service (outside) 

  3:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Monday 11/23   

Tuesday 11/24 10:00 am Food Pantry 

  10:00 am MAC 

  4:00 pm Choir 

(No Confirmation Class this week) 

Wednesday 11/25 1:00 pm Living Way Bible Study 

Thursday 11/26  

 
Friday 11/27   

Saturday 11/28   

Sunday 11/29 10:00 am Sunday School and Bible Study 

  11:00 am Traditional Service (outside) 

  3:00 pm Boy Scouts 
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Thanksgiving Day Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day, we bow our hearts to You 

and pray. We give You thanks for all You've done, especially for 

the gift of Jesus, Your Son. For beauty in nature, Your glory we see, 

for joy and health, friends, and family. 
 


