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24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

NOVEMBER 15, 2020

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME

INVOCATION:
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

People:

But if we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.)

Leader:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways,
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Leader:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for His sake God forgives us all our sins.
To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God
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and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
People:

Amen.

KYRIE: Spoken
Leader:
People:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Leader:
People:

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Leader:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

People:
Leader:
People:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Leader:
People:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN:

“Lord of All Good”
LSB 786
(Tune: Abide with Me)
Please Refer to the Screen for the singing of this song.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE: Zephaniah 1:7-16

Be silent in the presence of the Almighty LORD, because the day of the LORD is near.
The LORD has prepared a sacrifice. He has invited his special guests.
“On the day of the LORD’s sacrifice I will punish the officials,
the king’s sons, and all who dress in foreign clothing.
On that day I will punish all who jump over the doorway
and all who fill their master’s house with violence and deception.
On that day a loud cry will come from Fish Gate,
a howling from the Second Part of the city,
and a loud crashing sound from the hills,” declares the LORD.
“Howl, inhabitants of the Mortar,
because all the merchants will be destroyed
and all who handle money will be killed.
“At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those
who are satisfied with their hardened lifestyle,
who think that the LORD won’t do anything—good or bad.
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Their wealth will be looted.
Their homes will be demolished.
They will build houses, but they won’t live in them.
They will plant vineyards, but they won’t drink their wine.”
The frightening day of the LORD is near.
It is near and coming very quickly.
Listen! Warriors will cry out bitterly on the day of the LORD.
That day will be a day of overflowing fury,
a day of trouble and distress,
a day of devastation and desolation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and overcast skies,
a day of rams’ horns and battle cries
against the fortified cities and against the high corner towers. – GW®

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

“The kingdom of heaven is like a man going on a trip.

He called his servants and entrusted some money to
them. He gave one man ten thousand dollars, another four thousand dollars, and another two thousand dollars.
Each was given money based on his ability. Then the man went on his trip.
“The one who received ten thousand dollars invested the money at once and doubled his money. The one who
had four thousand dollars did the same and also doubled his money. But the one who received two thousand
dollars went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master’s money.
“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The one who received
ten thousand dollars brought the additional ten thousand. He said, ‘Sir, you gave me ten thousand dollars. I’ve
doubled the amount.’
“His master replied, ‘Good job! You’re a good and faithful servant! You proved that you could be trusted with
a small amount. I will put you in charge of a large amount. Come and share your master’s happiness.’
“The one who received four thousand dollars came and said, ‘Sir, you gave me four thousand dollars. I’ve
doubled the amount.’
“His master replied, ‘Good job! You’re a good and faithful servant! You proved that you could be trusted with
a small amount. I will put you in charge of a large amount. Come and share your master’s happiness.’
“Then the one who received two thousand dollars came and said, ‘Sir, I knew that you are a hard person to
please. You harvest where you haven’t planted and gather where you haven’t scattered any seeds. I was afraid.
So I hid your two thousand dollars in the ground. Here’s your money!’
“His master responded, ‘You evil and lazy servant! If you knew that I harvest where I haven’t planted and
gather where I haven’t scattered, then you should have invested my money with the bankers. When I returned, I
would have received my money back with interest. Take the two thousand dollars away from him! Give it to
the one who has the ten thousand! To all who have, more will be given, and they will have more than enough.
But everything will be taken away from those who don’t have much. Throw this useless servant outside into the
darkness. People will cry and be in extreme pain there.’ – GW®
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+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Take My Life and Let It Be”
LSB 783
Please Refer to the Screen for the singing of this song.

APOSTLE’S CREED:
(* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

OFFERING

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
BIDDING PRAYER:
Leader:

Let us pray for the church,
that God would keep her faithfully on the true foundation,
Jesus Christ and defend her against the assaults of the devil.

People:

Almighty and everlasting God,
You have revealed Your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ,
this world’s Light.
Protect your church spread throughout all nations
that it may serve you in joyfulness, faithfulness, perseverance
and be kept safe from the adversary and his dangerous desires.

Leader:

Let us pray for all in authority
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty:

People:

O merciful Father in heaven,
because You hold in Your hand all the might of man
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and because you have ordained,
for the punishment of evildoers
and for the praise of those who do well,
all powers that exist in all the nations of the world,
we humbly pray You graciously regard Your servants,
especially the President and Congress of the United States,
our Governor and all who make, administer, and judge our laws.
Leader:

Let us pray that Jesus the Great Physician and Good Shepherd
would deliver the world from disease, grant health to the sick,
lead those in bondage to freedom,
and grant safe journeys to those who travel.

People:

Precious Lord,
the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of the weak,
may the prayers of those in distress and tribulation come before you, so that in all their
needs, they might receive Your powerful help and comfort.

Leader:

Let us pray for our enemies, that God would be merciful to them.

People:

Blessed Lord Jesus, You call us to pray for our enemies,
those who persecute us and speak ill of us;
You command us to love those who hate us
and do good to those who intend to harm us.
We pray, that You would work faith, love
and repentance in every heart;
and that we would be of one accord, one spirit and one mind
with all people, having become One with You.

Leader:

Let us pray for those outside the Church,
that the Spirit would move mightily, call many to faith,
gather them into the family of God and grant them life in Christ.

People:

Jesus the true vine, only Son of the Father, Friend of Sinners
move us to lift to You those who do not know You,
or who have refused to hear Your Word,
make us instruments of Your peace,
and ambassadors of Your Gospel,
and expand Your kingdom among us
that many would be welcomed into the fellowship of Your church.
Finally, let us pray for all these things
which our Lord would have us ask, praying, Our Father…

+ The Service of Holy Communion +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord gives us His very Body
and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament. God intends this gift for His children who recognize
their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
CLOSING HYMN:

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”
LSB 851
Please Refer to the Screen for the singing of this song.

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher: Pastor Kyle Blake
Scripture Reading: Phil Bright
Organist: Ken Culley
Ushers: Les Friend and Jim Coontz
Powerpoint Operator: Mark Hennings
Recorder of Service: Grace Hennings

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING (TODAY):
A Congregation Meeting is scheduled for after church on November 15th. There will be no Adult
Bible Study class. However, Youth and Sunday School will still proceed as scheduled.
_____________________________________

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday – Thursday from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.
Closed Mondays and Fridays.
_____________________________________

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Shoeboxes were scheduled to be returned today and are part of today's
service. However, if you still need time to fill a shoebox, you can drop off
shoeboxes at Bethany Lutheran from November 16 - 23.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER (NOVEMBER 19)
AND THANKSGIVING BRUNCH (NOVEMBER 29)
On November 19th, a Thanksgiving Celebration/Dinner is planned during the Thursday Evening Bible Study.
Then, on November 29th, Holy Cross is hosting a Thanksgiving Brunch for our Turkish guests following Bible
Study (not immediately after church service). If you would like to contribute or be part of these celebrations,
there will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex. Items needed include: canned or fresh yams and green beans,
potatoes, turkey gravy, pies (pecan, pumpkin, cherry or any other of your favorite pies), lettuce, tomatoes,
vinegar and oil dressing, cucumbers, jellied cranberry sauce, dinner rolls and small
butter tubs, small waters, napkins, paper plates (small for dessert and large for main
dish). If you have questions, please contact Sue Fuqua, Director of Evangelism
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church (714-732-9672 or kssf3@yahoo.com).
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTMAS FELLOWSHIP
Friday, December 11th at 6:00 PM
Cost: $15.00
Dinner and Entertainment
Once again, Tony O’Dell Rogers will be entertaining us!
This year only, because of Covid 19, we are limited to 50 members
and their immediate families, so make your reservation early.
See Betty Koester to reserve your place.
***A donation box will be available to donate toys for the needy,
if you wish to participate.
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