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NOVEMBER 1, 2020

+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN:

“For All the Saints”
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LSB 677

INVOCATION:
Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER OF BLESSING:
Leader:

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,
who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
Leader:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Leader:
People:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Leader:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.

People:

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Leader:

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our
prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

People:
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BELOVED CHILDREN OF GOD:

+ Roll Call of Holy Cross’ Dearly Departed Saints +
Those transferred to the church triumphant this past year.

Walter Bowman

Ken Shill

& Wealthy Shill

November 17, 2019

December 28, 2019

July 6, 2020

Jean Staley

Ralph Joeckel

Stan Strickland

July 4, 2020

November 20, 2019

August 14, 2020

4

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Revelation 7:9-17

After these things I saw a large crowd from every nation, tribe, people, and language.
No one was able to count how many people there were. They were standing in front of
the throne and the lamb. They were wearing white robes, holding palm branches in their
hands, and crying out in a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the lamb!”
All the angels stood around the throne with the leaders and the four living creatures.
They bowed in front of the throne with their faces touching the ground, worshiped
God, and said,
“Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength be to our God forever
and ever! Amen!”
One of the leaders asked me, “Who are these people wearing white robes, and where did
they come from?”
I answered him, “Sir, you know.”
Then he told me, “These are the people who are coming out of the terrible suffering.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb.
That is why they are in front of the throne of God.
They serve Him day and night in His temple.
The one who sits on the throne will spread His tent over them.
They will never be hungry or thirsty again.
Neither the sun nor any burning heat will ever overcome them.
The lamb in the center near the throne will be their shepherd.
He will lead them to springs filled with the water of life,
and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” – GW ®
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 3:1-3

Consider

this: The Father has given us His love. He loves us so much that we are
actually called God’s dear children. And that’s what we are. For this reason the world
doesn’t recognize us, and it didn’t recognize Him either. Dear friends, now we are God’s
children. What we will be isn’t completely clear yet. We do know that when Christ
appears we will be like Him because we will see Him as He is. So all people who have
this confidence in Christ keep themselves pure, as Christ is pure. – GW ®
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:

Matthew 5:1-12

The Beatitudes

When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up a mountain and sat down.

His disciples came

to Him, and He began to teach them:
“Blessed are those who recognize they are spiritually helpless.
The kingdom of heaven belongs to them.
Blessed are those who mourn.
They will be comforted.
Blessed are those who are gentle.
They will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for God’s approval.
They will be satisfied.
Blessed are those who show mercy.
They will be treated mercifully.
Blessed are those whose thoughts are pure.
They will see God.
Blessed are those who make peace.
They will be called God’s children.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for doing what God approves of.
The kingdom of heaven belongs to them.
“Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you,
lie, and say all kinds of evil things about you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad because you have a great reward in heaven!
The prophets who lived before you were persecuted in these ways. – GW ®
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HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses”

LSB 667

MESSAGE: “This Is Who We Are”
APOSTLE’S CREED:
(* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
7

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with
me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on
earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all
the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent
love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine
and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and
those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus
Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in
death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be
crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your
merciful hands we commend (names) and all who are in need, praying for
them at all times. Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and
help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our
hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You,
and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue
our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil
with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and
soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING

+ The Service of Holy Communion +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross in the joyful confession that our Lord
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament. God
intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior,
desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
THE BLESSING:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.
Amen.
The Lord Almighty bless us
and direct our days and our deeds in His peace.
Amen.
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“The Church's One Foundation”

CLOSING HYMN:

LSB 644

POSTLUDE

+

+

+

+
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+

+

COPYRIGHTS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012696
“For All the Saints” LSB 677
Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt. Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text and music: Public domain
“Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses” LSB 667
Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955. Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003. Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke;
admin Concordia Publishing House. Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House;
admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.
“The Church’s One Foundation” LSB 644
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt. Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76.
Text and music: Public domain
SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:
Preacher... Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer

PLEASE WELCOME THE "NEW" CHURCH OFFICE SECRETARY
AT HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

Michelle Baker
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday – Thursday from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Closed Mondays and Fridays.
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SORRY FOR SUCH SHORT NOTICE, but if you would like to submit an article, or any
information for the November Monthly Newsletter, please submit it to Michelle Baker by
November 4th to: hcsecretary@yahoo.com
_____________________________________

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RESERVE THE CHURCH OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM?
If so, please contact the church secretary to reserve the Church Office Conference
Room during the hours of Tuesday - Thursday, 9:00 am - to 1:00 pm. The following
information is required to reserve the room: Reserved by, Date, Start and Finish
Time, Purpose, Number of Attendees. Pastors and Leadership Team members can
reserve the conference room during non-office hours by logging the information into
the new Conference Room Reservation notebook located in the Conference Room.
_____________________________________

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” ~ Matthew 28:19-20
Demographics of our cities and around our churches are changing, God is bringing the nations here
in our backyard. In previous generations “GOING” meant crossing oceans, today it might just
mean to cross the street. Will the church seize this unprecedented opportunity to make disciples of
all nations?
Pastor Nader Hanna is doing a series of training session about Evangelism and Cross-Cultural
ministry.
Sunday, November 8th… sermon will be about seeing the lost as the scattered sons and daughters
of God and cooperating with the Holy Spirit as He brings them home to the Father’s house.
Please watch this news story:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veSfsXToUzY&ab_channel=WIVBTV
Saturday, November 14th, at Holy Cross Lutheran church, 2 sessions about the 3 main cultural
orientations in the world, how to build meaningful relationships with people from other cultures
and how to communicate the Gospel to them effectively. Participants can arrive 8:30 am for
breakfast and we will be done before noon. Please RSVP to kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org
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