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+ God Gathers Us In His Presence +
WELCOME

INVOCATION: (Article 1 of the Augsburg Confession)
Leader:

We unanimously hold and teach that there is one true God,

People:

and that there are three persons in this one true God,
equal in power and alike eternal:

Leader:

God the Father, God the + Son, God the Holy Spirit.

People:

All three are one divine essence, eternal, without division,
without end, of infinite power, wisdom and goodness,
one creator and preserver of all things visible and invisible.
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OPENING HYMN:

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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LSB 656

CALL TO REPENTANCE: (Adapted from Article 2 of the Augsburg Confession)
Leader:

Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin;
and by nature are full of evil lust and inclinations
and are unable by nature to have true fear of God and true faith in God.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION OF SINS:
(Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism & Article 4 of the Augsburg Confession)
Leader:

Do you believe that this is true of you, that you are a sinner?

People:

Yes, I believe it; I am a sinner.

Leader:

How do you know this?

People:

From the Ten Commandments, for these I have not kept.

Leader:

Are you sorry for your sins?

People:

Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God
and against my brothers and sisters.

Leader:

What do you deserve from God because of your sins?

People:

I deserve God’s displeasure, wrath and punishment,
as well as temporal and eternal death.

Leader:

Do you hope to be saved?

People:

Yes, that is my hope.

Leader:

How can you hold such hope? In Whom, then, do you trust?

People:

In my dear Lord, Jesus Christ.

Leader:

What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

People:

He died for me and on the cross
and shed His blood for my forgiveness.

Leader:

What moved Christ to offer Himself
in order to make payment for your sins?

People:

His great love for His Father, for me, and for all sinners.
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Leader:

While we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin
and righteousness before God by our own merits, works or satisfactions;
we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by grace,
for Christ’s sake, through faith,
when we believe that Christ suffered for us
and that for His sake our sin is forgiven
and righteousness and eternal life are given to us.
Therefore, as you believe, so let it be.
Now I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ,
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the +Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Soli Deo Gloria!

People:

To God Alone be the Glory! Alleluia, Amen.

+ God Gives Us the Gift of His Word +
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble.
That is why we are not afraid even when the earth quakes
or the mountains topple into the depths of the sea.
Water roars and foams, and mountains shake at the surging waves.
There is a river whose streams bring joy to the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High lives.
God is in that city. It cannot fall. God will help it at the break of dawn.
Nations are in turmoil, and kingdoms topple.
The earth melts at the sound of God’s voice.
The LORD of Armies is with us. The God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come, see the works of the LORD, the devastation he has brought to the earth.
He puts an end to wars all over the earth. He breaks an archer’s bow.
He cuts spears in two. He burns chariots.
Let go of your concerns! Then you will know that I am God.
I rule the nations. I rule the earth.
The LORD of Armies is with us. The God of Jacob is our stronghold. – GW®
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Philippians 4:4-9

Always

be joyful in the Lord! I’ll say it again: Be joyful! Let everyone know how
considerate you are. The Lord is near. Never worry about anything. But in every
situation let God know what you need in prayers and requests while giving thanks. Then
God’s peace, which goes beyond anything we can imagine, will guard your thoughts and
emotions through Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers and sisters, keep your thoughts on whatever is right or deserves praise:
things that are true, honorable, fair, pure, acceptable, or commendable. Practice what
you’ve learned and received from me, what you heard and saw me do. Then the God
who gives this peace will be with you. – GW®

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:31-36

So Jesus said to those Jews who believed in him, “If you live by what I say, you are truly
my disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
They replied to Jesus, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and we’ve never been anyone’s
slaves. So how can you say that we will be set free?”
Jesus answered them, “I can guarantee this truth: Whoever lives a sinful life is a slave to
sin. A slave doesn’t live in the home forever, but a son does. So if the Son sets you free,
you will be absolutely free. – GW®

+ We Give Thanks for God’s Word +
OFFERING:
“The gifts you have sent and a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice,
pleasing to God who according to His glorious riches in Christ will meet all your needs.”
~ (based on Philippians 4:18-19)

6

HYMN:

“Built on the Rock”
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LSB 645

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: (Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism)
Leader:

Let us pray together as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven,

People:

Dear God, You tenderly invite us to believe
that You are our true Father and that we are Your dear children.

Leader:

Hallowed by Thy name,

People:

Dear Lord, Your name is holy in itself,
but we pray that it may be kept holy by us.

Leader:

This is accomplished Lord when Your Word is taught clearly and purely;

People:

and we, as your children, lead holy lives in accordance with it;
help us to this end. Amen.

Leader:

Thy Kingdom come,

People:

Your Kingdom comes when You, our heavenly Father, give us Your
Holy Spirit, so that by Your grace we may believe Your Word, live
our lives for You, and share the Good News of Christ with others that
Your Kingdom may abound in the hearts of many.

Leader:

Thy will be done,

People:

Your will is done when You curb and destroy the purpose of the devil,
the world and our sinful flesh;
and strengthen us to gladly know and do what pleases You.
May this Your good and gracious will be done in us until the end.
Amen.

Leader:

Give us this day our daily bread,

People:

Thank You good and gracious God for Your daily blessings
by which You provide all things
needed to support our bodies and lives.

Leader:

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

People:

We pray, dear Father, that You would not look at our sins,
nor deny our prayers because of them.

Leader:

And lead us not into temptation,
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People:

We pray, Lord, that You would guard and keep us so that the devil,
the world and our sinful nature may not deceive or mislead us. Amen.

Leader:

Deliver us from evil.

People:

We pray, Almighty God, that You would rescue us from every evil,
and at last, when the hour of death comes,
You would grant us a blessed end
and graciously take us from this world of sorrow
to Yourself in heaven. Amen and Amen.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever!

APOSTLE’S CREED:
(* catholic means the universal Christian Church)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

MESSAGE

POST MESSAGE BLESSING: (based on Philippians 4:7)
Leader:

“Now the peace of God which transcends all understanding
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
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+ God Sends Us Forth for Lives of Love and Service +
THE SENDING:
Leader:

People:

My dear, dear friends!
I love you so much.
I do want the very best for you.
You make me feel such joy, fill me with such pride.
Don’t waver.
Stay on track, steady in God.
Receive and experience the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ,
deep, deep within yourselves.
(based on Philippians 4:1, 23)
Amen!

THE BLESSING: (based on Philippians 4:23 & 20)
Leader:
People:

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit
and glory forever and ever be to our God and Father.
Amen!

CLOSING HYMN:

“The Church's One Foundation”

(Song continued on next page.)
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LSB 644

+
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Through toil and tribulation
And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation
Of peace forevermore.
Till with the vision glorious
Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious
Shall be the Church at rest.
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Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS:
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012696
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 656
Refrain Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite
Public domain
“Built on the Rock” LSB 645
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Linderman, 1812-87; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.
Text and Music: Public domain.
“The Church’s One Foundation” LSB 644
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.
Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76.
Text and music: Public domain
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