
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

4321 Cerritos Avenue        714-527-7225 
Cypress, CA 90630-4216      holycrosscypress.com 

October 11, 2020 
9:00 a.m. 

“We exalt the Lord in worship, equip believers to spread the Holy Gospel,  
and encourage Christ-like love and service.” 

Call to Worship (Based on Philippians 1:2, 11, 27) 
Leader: Lord Jesus, as we come into your presence this morning, 
People: fill us with your grace and peace.  
Leader: Lord, as we hear your Word today,  
People: work in us the fruit of righteousness by your Spirit.  
Leader: Lord, as we come together as one body, lifting our prayers and praises to you, 
People: cause us to stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of 
the gospel. 

Invocation  
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Opening hymn: LSB #425, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" 

Confession and Forgiveness (Based on Philippians 4) 
Leader: The Lord, through the Apostle Paul, calls us to rejoice in every circumstance and 
to be considerate in all we do;  
People: I confess that I have not rejoiced in every circumstance. I confess that I have 
not always been considerate to others around me, or even myself.  
Leader: He calls us to not worry about anything, rather, instead, pray about everything. 
People: I confess that, rather than entrusting you with all the worries and concerns 
of my life, I have allowed worry and anxiety to creep into my life and, on occasion, 
even rule my life. 

 1



Leader: He calls us to fix our thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and 
pure, and lovely, and admirable. 
People: I confess that I have not always fixed my thoughts on those things. Instead, I 
have allowed myself to focus on the complete opposite.  
Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Lord has supplied for all our needs from his 
glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus, including our forgiveness 
and salvation. Through faith in Jesus Christ your sins, and mine, are forgiven. 
People: Amen. 

Scripture Readings 

Philippians 3:4b-12 
4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he 
has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  

8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of 
his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 
1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding feast.”’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 

The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited 
were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many 
as you find.’ 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they 
found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Hymn: LSB #773, “Hear Us Father, When We Pray" 

Offerings 
“The gifts you sent were more than enough, like a sweet-smelling sacrifice roasting on 
the altar, filling the air with fragrance, pleasing God to no end. You can be sure that God 
will take care of everything you need, his generosity exceeding even yours in the glory 
that pours from Jesus. Our God and Father abounds in glory that just pours out into 
eternity. Yes.” (based on Philippians 4:18-20) 
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Prayer of Day and Prayers of the Church 
Leader: So this is my prayer: that your love will flourish and that you will not only love 
much but well. Learn to love appropriately. You need to use your head and test your 
feelings so that your love is sincere and intelligent, not sentimental gush. Live a lover’s 
life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud of: bountiful in fruits from the 
soul, making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in the glory and 
praise of God. (based on Phil. 1:9-11) 

(until that day Lord we prayer for those who are….hurting, mourning, struggling so we 
lift up…we also pray for those who are celebrating gifts of joy that serve as glimpses of 
heaven on earth so we lift up… and until we see you face to face in the kingdom without 
end we join together in that prayer you have taught us to pray…Our Father) 

Message 
“Keeping the Primary Thing the Primary Thing” 
Preacher: Rev. Kevin Kritzer 
Text: Philippians 3:4b-12 

Sending  
Leader: My dear, dear friends! I love you so much. I do want the very best for you. You 
make me feel such joy, fill me with such pride. Don’t waver. Stay on track, steady in 
God. 
Receive and experience the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, deep, deep within 
yourselves. (based on Philippians 4:1, 23) 
People: Amen! 

Closing hymn: LSB #685, “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
October 11, 2020 

Welcome to Holy Cross! Thank you for joining us today in worship. 
It is our prayer that this time in worship will encourage, strengthen 
and build you up in your faith-life in Christ. May God bless your 
presence as we worship the Lord and learn from His Word. 

Members and visitors are asked to please sign a card from the pew  
in front of you and then drop it into the offering plate during the 
offering.  
If you would like to know more about Holy Cross, please check the 
appropriate item on the card. 

+ SERVING US TODAY + 
Pastor: Rev. Kevin Kritzer 

Organist: Ken Culley 
Reader: Kurt Fuqua 

Power Point Operator: Jean Stone 
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Remember those who are ill and recovering in your 
prayers: Dave and Sandy Giese, Sandie Tufts, Charlotte 
Anderson, Cathy Murry, Michael Salai, Chuck Koester, 
Rose McMillen, Frances Sexauer, Dave and Julie Cole, 
Don Plog, David Driscoll and his daughter Tiffany.  

Keep them in your prayers and pray for the Lord's peace, comfort and 
spiritual strength to be with them. 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, please contact the office. 

 
Do you have a prayer request for our prayer chain? 
Please contact Velva Blackwell at velvablackwell@aol.com  
or 714-290-3377. 
 

Leadership Board

If you have a concern regarding property usage or repair, please 
contact a member of the Leadership Board: Les Friend, Ken Culley, 
Betty Koester or Dan Moyer.


Regarding donations: anything, furniture, appliances, or 
miscellaneous Items must have prior approval before dropping off at 
the church.


Church Property 
We have a number of projects, big and small that need to be 
taken care of. If you are willing to help in any way, please 
contact Betty Koester. 
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Get  Ready 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD begins October 25! 

Information & shoeboxes will be available at  
Holy Cross on Oct. 25!   

We have several options available to us this year: 

1) Bethany Lutheran has invited HC to participate in "Build a Box" on November 
7 and 14. (See October Crossroad). Contact Kahana at 562-377-3673. 

2) At Holy Cross, we invite you to participate in Operation Christmas Child by  
packing a shoebox, which will be available beginning October 25. Shoeboxes 
provide a unique opportunity to share Christ with a needy child.    

3) Pack a shoebox online at Samaritan's Purse website: 
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/ 

In 2019, 10.5 million shoeboxes were delivered to 
children around the world in more than 100 

countries -- 
traveling by train, plane, boat, truck,  

camel, horse, elephant, and dog sled. 
  

 "The shoeboxes open up the door for us to be able to share God’s love with 
children,” said Franklin Graham, president of Samaritan’s Purse. “I want every 
child to know that God is real, that He cares for them, and I want them to know 
the true meaning of Christmas, which is God sent His Son to this earth to save 
them from their sins.” 

 “Now I know that God loves little children and he loves the whole world by 
sending Jesus Christ.” Shoebox Recipient, Uganda 

What a joy to be part of this wonderful outreach to children and families across 
the world!  Plan to pick up one or more shoeboxes October 25!  

Questions: call Sandy Giese at 714-827-4716. 
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Would you like to receive a daily meditation/
liturgy? Each morning, Monday through Friday, Pastor 
Kyle sends out an email with a morning liturgy/meditation 
that he has put together using various resources. He 

does this as a resource for people to deepen their walk with Jesus. Each day is 
different because he knows that not everyone resonates with a single resource.  

If you would like to sign up to receive these emails, you can click on the link on 
the homepage of our website, directly under the weekly bulletin link.


Thrivent 
Free Shred Event and Food Drive

Shred your documents. Share your gifts. This event serves 
two purposes: You have the opportunity to shred some 
unwanted documents and provide your neighbors with 
needed nutrition. Bring a nonperishable food item to help 
support families in our community. There is a 10-box 
maximum for shredding. 

Rules due to Covid:
 • All participants are to stay in their car. 
• All shred documents must be in the trunk of your car. 
• All food donations must be in the trunk of your car. 
• The shred staff will take all of the items out of your car. 

Event details: Saturday, October 17, 2020 8 am to 11:30 am Christ Lutheran Church 
parking lot 820 W. Imperial Hwy. Brea, CA 

Sponsored by: Rob Burns, Wealth Advisor Jay Huckabone, Financial Consultant 
Matthew Burns, Associate Representative

Food donations to benefit these local charities: OC United, Giving Children Hope and 
Pathways of Hope.

Questions? Call 714-525-4360 or email katie.anderson@thrivent.com.
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         Sunday School 
Sunday School will resume meeting in our newly 
refurbished Youth Room, TODAY for our 7th  to 9th 
graders. Kurt Fuqua has kindly volunteered to lead this 
group in Bible Study. Elementary students will continue 
to meet Judy Christian, Charlotte Anderson, and Ethel 
Bowman. We are looking forward to another successful 
year for our great students. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran…

…is taking applications for a part-time church 
secretary, working from 9am until l2pm, Tuesday 
through Thursday. 

Ideal candidates should demonstrate a knowledge of and familiarity with Christian 
life and issues. Applicant needs to have a thorough knowledge of Microsoft Office 
Suite, especially Word and PowerPoint, as well as Microsoft Publisher. 
Additionally, upkeep of our website and assistance in social media would be 
welcome. An understanding and ability to use Shepherd's Staff is ideal. Duties 
would include preparing weekly service bulletins and PowerPoints for our worship 
services, a monthly newsletter, and other general office duties. If interested, please 
send a resume to hcsecretary@yahoo.com or call 714-527-7225. 
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Fellow followers of He who is the 
Living Way, 

In these strange Covid-days there 
are times when you may feel lost, 
directionless, and as if everything is 
turned around. Yet we can trust, for 
God has assured us, that Jesus is 
our very present Living Way and His 
Word is a lamp to our feet and a light 
to our path. 

This fall Living Way is returning to Holy Cross as an in-person Wednesday 
afternoon study. This study can also be done on an individual basis, at 
home and we will post the in-person leader discussion online after the 
study. 

Pastor Nader of Salam Ministry and Pastor Kevin of Bethany Lutheran LB 
will rotate leader duties. Our study will be on the Gospel of Matthew’s 
historic symbol, as seen in this stained glass window from Bethany’s 
Narthex - a winged man to highlight Matthew’s work in sharing Jesus’ 
ancestry and thus His humanity via His Incarnation. 

We will start this Wednesday, October 14th at 1pm in the parish hall. We 
will follow the COVID guidelines & protocols, as displayed in the Holy 
Cross parish hall for our study. Group discussion on the homework will 
conclude at 2pm and guided conversation and instruction from the day’s 
leader will conclude around 2:30pm. 

You can connect with Living Way directly for an electronic copy of the study 
through Facebook or at the Holy Cross website 
(www.holycrosscypress.com/ living-way/) or contact Susan or Kurt Fuqua 
for more information.  
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Theology On Tap- Grab yourself a cold beer, warm glass of milk or hot cup of 
tea, pull up a chair and join the ministry staff of Bethany Lutheran for Theology 
on Tab - a round table conversation. Get ready for a lively discussion of theology, 
spirituality and sharing life together as followers of Christ. Listen to the podcast or 
join us live for our weekly recording on Zoom on Thursday nights at 8pm starting 
October 8th.  

Email Pastor Seth (smoorman@bethanylutheran.org) for the Zoom link and more 
information. We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Bethany’s Sunday afternoon worship gathering 
that was to begin today is POSTPONED. We will 
announce a new start date in the future. 

If you have any announcements for the bulletin, please 
continue to send them to hcsecretary@yahoo.com. Our 
partners at Bethany will help with the bulletins until we 
have a new secretary. Please send all announcements by 
Wednesday morning. Thank you!
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS: 
Today 10/11 9:00 a.m. Worship Service

10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study and Sunday 
school

Mon 10/12 7:00 p.m. Scouts

Tue 10/13 10:00 a.m. MAC/Food Pantry

4:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

Wed 10/14 1:00 p.m. Living Way Bible Study - Gospel 
of Matthew

Thurs 10/15 5:30 p.m. Salam Ministries

8:00 p.m. “Theology on Tap” (Zoom)

Fri 10/16

Sat 10/17 8:00 a.m. Men's Breakfast and Bible Study

Thrivent Free Shred Day  
(see bulletin announcement)

Sun 10/18 9:00 a.m. Worship service w/ HC

10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study and Sunday 
school
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