HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
4321 Cerritos Avenue
Cypress, CA 90630-4216

714-527-7225
holycrosscypress.com

September 20, 2020
9:00 a.m.
“We exalt the Lord in worship, equip believers to spread the Holy Gospel,
and encourage Christ-like love and service.”

Please note as you approach the Altar in receiving Holy Communion:
As the Body of Christ, we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in this Holy
Supper. Be mindful of the words of St. Paul: “We ought to examine ourselves
before we eat of the bread and drink of the cup.” (1 Cor. 11:28)
Here are some thoughts to consider before communing with us;
Are you truly sorry for your sins? Do you believe that your sins are forgiven
because Jesus died for them? Do you believe that Jesus gives you his own body
and blood in the sacrament as a seal of that forgiveness? Is it your sincere
intention to live a life that glorifies Jesus and his teaching? Then come and
receive assurance of forgiveness of sin thus strengthening the gift of faith given to
you by the grace of the Holy Spirit.
You are welcome to come to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion,
but
please place your hands over your chest so the pastor knows you just prefer a
blessing.

Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
*L = leader
P = people
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Call to Worship:
L: He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus,
P: for it is God who is at work through us to will and to act according to His good
purpose. (Based on Phil. 1:6 & 2:13)
Invocation:
L: Grace and peace to you from God our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Spirit of
God.
P: Amen.
Opening Music: “In Christ Alone” written by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
Confession and Forgiveness (Based on Phil. 2:3-5 and 2:1)
L: The apostle has called us to have the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus and thus to
do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but to humbly consider others better
than ourselves and look to their interests as much as we look to our own.
P: I confess that often my attitude has not resembled that of my Lord, though I am
His and He is mine many of my actions and considerations have been far more
selfish than selfless. Forgive me Lord Jesus.
L: Have the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus.
P: I confess that often my attitude has not resembled that of my Lord, though I am
His and He is mine quite often I consider or converse about myself as being wiser,
kinder, more correct…simply better than others. Forgive me Lord Jesus.
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L: Have the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus.
P: I confess that often my attitude has not resembled that of my Lord, though I am
His and He is mine regularly my thoughts revolve around myself. The interests of
others I often consider important, when they are my interests too; for I tend to
elevate my preferences, opinions and desires as being of utmost importance. Forgive
me Lord Jesus.
L: Jesus, though God, made Himself nothing for you. He took the nature of a servant for
you. He humbled Himself and became obedient to death on a cross for you. For His sake
God forgives you!
Now be encouraged, you are united with Him; be comforted He loves you; and through
the fellowship of the Spirit, let your attitude be the same as that of Christ Jesus. Amen.
Scripture Readings:
Philippians 1:21-30
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between
the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in
the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will
remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me
you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.
27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with
one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything
by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation,
and that from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should
not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that
you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
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Matthew 20:1-16
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius
a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and
whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour
and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found
others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And
when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and
pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired
first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a
denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I
am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs
to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to
do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the
last will be first, and the first last.”
Offerings
“The gifts you have sent and a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God
who according to His glorious riches in Christ will meet all your needs.” (based on Phil.
4:18&19)
Hymn: LSB #742, “For Me to Live is Jesus"
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Message
“Standing Firm” (Text Philippians 1:21-30)
Prayer of Day and Prayers of the Church
L: My prayer is that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless
until the day of Christ Jesus. (based on Phil. 1:9&10)
(until that day Lord we prayer for those who are….hurting, mourning, struggling so we
lift up…we also pray for those who are celebrating gifts of joy that serve as glimpses of
heaven on earth so we lift up… and until we see you face to face in the kingdom without
end we join together in that prayer you have taught us to pray…Our Father
The Words of Our Lord
L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
Holy Communion
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Lord’s Prayer
P: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Sending
(based on Phil. 4:23&20)
L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit
P: and glory forever and ever be to our God and Father. Amen!
Closing Hymn: LSB #728, “How Firm a Foundation”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
September 20, 2020

Welcome to Holy Cross! Thank you for joining
us today in worship. It is our prayer that this time in worship will
encourage, strengthen and build you up in your faith-life in Christ.
May God bless your presence as we worship the Lord and learn from
His Word.
Members and visitors are asked to please sign a card from the pew
in front of you and then drop it into the offering plate during the
offering.
If you would like to know more about Holy Cross, please check the
appropriate item on the card.
+ SERVING US TODAY +
Pastor: Rev. Nader Hanna
Organist: Ken Culley
Reader: Phil Bright
Power Point Operator: Mark Hennings
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Remember those who are ill and recovering in
your prayers: Dave and Sandy Giese, Sandie and
Linda Tufts, Charlotte Anderson, Cathy Murry, John
Lightle, Michael Salai, Chuck Koester, Rose
McMillen, Frances Sexauer, Dave and Julie Cole,
Don Plog, David Driscoll and his daughter Tiffany. Keep them in your
prayers and pray for the Lord's peace, comfort and spiritual strength to be
with them.
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, please contact the office.
Do you have a prayer request for our prayer chain?
Please contact Velva Blackwell at velvablackwell@aol.com
or 714-290-3377.
The deadline for the October issue of The Crossroad is September
21st. Please send them to hcsecretary@yahoo.com. Thank you in
advance for your help!

Leadership Board.
If you have a concern regarding property usage or repair, please
contact a member of the Leadership Board: Les Friend, Ken Culley,
Betty Koester or Dan Moyer.
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Fellow followers of He who is the Living Way,
In these strange Covid-days there are :mes when you may feel lost, direc:onless, and
as if everything is turned around. Yet we can trust, for God has assured us, that Jesus is
our very present Living Way and His Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.
This fall Living Way is returning to Holy Cross as an in person Wednesday aDernoon
study. This study can also be done on an individual basis, at home and we will post the
in person leader discussion on line aDer the study.
Pastor Nader of Salaam Ministry and Pastor Kevin of Bethany Lutheran LB will rotate
leader du:es. Our study will be on the Gospel of MaMhew’s historic symbol, as seen in
this stained glass window from Bethany’s Narthex - a winged man to highlight MaMhew’s
work in sharing Jesus’ ancestry and thus His humanity via His Incarna:on.
We will start Wednesday October 14th at 1 pm in the parish hall. We will follow the
Covid guidelines & protocols as displayed in the Holy Cross parish hall for our study.
Group discussion on the homework will conclude at 2pm and guided conversa:on and
instruc:on from the day’s leader will conclude around 2:30pm.
You can connect with Living Way directly for an electronic copy of the study through
Facebook or at www.livingwaybiblestudy.org or contact Susan or Kurt Fuqua for more
informa:on.
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Would you like to receive a daily meditation/liturgy? Each
morning, Monday through Friday, Pastor Kyle sends out an
email with a morning liturgy/meditation that he has put
together using various resources. He does this as a resource for people to
deepen their walk with Jesus. Each day is diﬀerent because he knows that not
everyone resonates with a single resource.
If you would like to sign up to receive these emails, you can click on the link on
the homepage of our website, directly under the weekly bulletin link.

Thrivent
Free Shred Event and Food Drive
Shred your documents. Share your gifts. This
event serves two purposes: You have the
opportunity to shred some unwanted documents
and provide your neighbors with needed
nutrition. Bring a nonperishable food item to
help support families in our community. There is
a 10-box maximum for shredding.
Rules due to Covid:
• All participants are to stay in their car.
• All shred documents must be in the trunk of your car.
• All food donations must be in the trunk of your car.
• The shred staff will take all of the items out of your car.
Event details: Saturday, October 17, 2020 8 am to 11:30 am Christ Lutheran Church
parking lot 820 W. Imperial Hwy. Brea, CA
Sponsored by: Rob Burns, Wealth Advisor Jay Huckabone, Financial Consultant
Matthew Burns, Associate Representative
Food donations to benefit these local charities: OC United, Giving Children Hope and
Pathways of Hope.
Questions? Call 714-525-4360 or email katie.anderson@thrivent.com.
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS:
Today

9/20

9:00 a.m.

Traditional Service w/ HC

10:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Study

4:00 p.m.

50 Hours documentary and chili
dinner (parish hall)

Mon

9/21

7:00 p.m.

Scouts

Tue

9/22

10:00 a.m.

MAC/Food Pantry

Wed

9/23

Thurs

9/24

5:30 p.m.

Salam Ministries

Fri

9/25

Sat

9/26

8:00 a.m.

Men's Breakfast and Bible
Study

Sun

9/27

9:00 a.m.

Traditional Service

10:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Study
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50 HOURS
Join us to watch the amazing unprecedented work
GOD is doing NOW in the MIDDLE EAST and among
MUSLIMS; o ll ne er get that on CNN or FOX

In the midst of war, ethnic hostility and crisis, there is a story no one else
is telling: the emergence of a joy-filled movement of worship across the
Middle East. 50 HOURS follows MAPS-Global teams as they host a
concert of prayer across multiple nations and unveils the stories of
individuals and communities finding hope through life-changing
encounters with Jesus
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